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The Catholic 

Église Notre-
Dame de la 
Paix, in the 

centre of 
Ribérac – kindly 

loaned as the 
venue on 7th 
December for 

an annual carol 
service, shared 

by the Anglican 
chaplaincy 
congregation 

and Variations 
choir.   
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Sunday 7 January 
Epiphany 

10:30 Service of the Word, with Steve Long 

Sunday 7 January 16:00 Evensong, with Sheila Marshall 

Wednesday 10 January 11:00 
Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion, with 

Revd Brian Davies 

Sunday 14 January * 10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Barrie Green 

Saturday 20 January 15:00 
Join us for a Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Service in Ribérac Hospital Chapel 

Sunday 21 January 10:30 Family Service, with Janis Adams 

Sunday 28 January 10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Brian Davies 

 
 

Please join us for tea and coffee across the road 
in the Upper Room after each of the Sunday services 

 
 

 
 
 

*There will be a Bring-and-Share lunch following this service. 

Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and glass.  
We invite a donation of 1€50 towards the cost of  

bread and wine which will be supplied. 
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“Jesus bids us shine with a pure clear light 
Like a little candle burning in the night 

In this world of darkness so we too must shine 
You in your small corner and I in mine” 

 

- A rhyme some of us may well remember as singing at Sunday School?  This came to 

me during December as I contemplated how we sing about light – especially The 
Light of the World.  How we light candles to remind us of God’s very presence and 

how romantic we get about candles on the table, in our homes and in church and 

groan when for safety sakes we replace the live candles (and singed hair) for LED-lit 
candles!! 
 

Living alone I am so very careful with my night lights and 
candles.... terrified of leaving one alone in another room.  One 

Christmas as a family returning home from Christmas with the 
Grandparents we lit the Advent candle to catch up... and then 
promptly moved to the kitchen for supper... the result - a house 

filled with black greasy acrid smoke as the candle holder (which 
was not glass but a form of plastic) burnt through the book shelf 

and the smoke went through the lounge, the dining room, the hall 
and up the stairs...messing velvet curtains, upholstery and so 
forth... you get the picture! 

 
I do believe in us being a light to shine before the world, our smile, kind word as we 

move among our fellow people here on earth – in the shops, the street, on our walks, 
hospitals, doctor’s and dentist’s waiting rooms, travelling on our trains, aeroplanes, 
and walking.  We smile and hope that Christ’s light shines forth. 

 
How important is it that we do this?  It sounds as though, with so much darkness, it is 

very important... but what about you in your small corner and I in mine?  Does that 
sound like us working together, though separate?  Do we think we need to work in 
private, keep our faith in our circle? 

 
How illuminating was it to hear about prayer and how we view our prayers in the 

world.  I mentioned this briefly at Bertric Burée recently and wonder if it was picked 
up.... the fact that our prayers go out into the World in our intercessions when we 
pray for the World, The Church, the sick and suffering and ourselves.................. 

I had read that when we are on ‘The Road to Blessing’ – i.e. living our lives the way 
Christ asks us to, bringing the light of Christ to the World... sharing his Word.... the 

gospel, we need to work together in truth.  Penelope Wilcock makes the observation 
that God created the World and the Word was God and that the World/Creation 
responds to the Word of God... because it is truth.  When we pray to the world, 

when we pray in community for the needs of the world, the needs of our communities, 
the needs of our church... are we praying in truth?  We think we are, as we pray for 

Peace in our World, for justice, healing and all the many other things which are on our 
hearts.  But Penny points out a view we might consider. 

 
God made the universe and everything in it, so all things that are and the way things 
are, are both entirely natural and entirely God-blessed and God-breathed.  God’s 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/88448.Penelope_Wilcock
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being is love, and from love proceeds truth which is without fear.  God’s holy name, I 
am that I am, expresses the unprevaricating and indivisible unity of his being in which 
there are neither fear nor lies.  Therefore, when God speaks, his Word is at one with 

everything about him – no contradictions, no pretending. So, all that proceeds from 
him is one thing – his truthful love. So Jesus, who proceeds from him, is all love and 

is the same as words of creation – ‘The Lord our God, the Lord is one’. Because of 
this, the creation can trust and obey him, and lines up immediately according to his 
Word. 

 
When we speak, if we are double-minded, the universe, the creation, doesn’t always 

know what to do – our Word is not always in accord with our words.  We pray for what 
we have no intention of putting into practice in our lives; unity in the church perhaps, 

or social justice, or world peace.  But our prayers can’t be true, because the universe 
looks to see what our mind, our intention, our Word (what proceeds from our being, 
what I am that I am we are) is, and finds only mixed messages.   

 
We pray for peace while holding a grudge against our parents. We pray for social 

justice while buying goods produced in sweatshops. We pray for unity in the church, 
then leave our congregation because we can’t have our own way. How could our 
prayers be answered? Our prayers are all over the place.  Our words pray one thing, 

our lives proclaim another – how can the universe line up in obedience to our will?  
 

As St Paul pointed out in 1 Corinthians 13:1  I can pray in any human language 
there is, and even in the language of angels – but if I am without love my 
words are no more than a ‘sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal’(KJV). 

 
When we enter God’s name, his I am that I am, we take refuge in his love. What we 

take refuge in will also take refuge in us – so his love begins to grow inside us. Where 
love is, truth will flourish.  Where truth is, double-mindedness is no longer.  
 

And once we are single-minded – living, speaking being, believing all of a unity – we 
shall see miracles.  Because our Word (our actions, speech, thoughts and life) – the 

Word that we who have dominion over nature and are made in the image of God – will 
be powerful and effective; we shall send out no more mixed messages, and nature will 
know what do. 

Madeleine 
 
 

 
 

 

“The Crafty Natterers” 
- will meet Thursday 18th January in the Upper Room 

at 14:00 to start the year’s crafting and socialising.  

 

Come and join us. 

Contact: Jean Stocks  

 

 
 

  

mailto:jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk
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EPIPHANY GIFT DAY 
Mike Duncan writes - 
 
At Epiphany (6th / 7th January) we celebrate the arrival of the  

Magi and the presentation of their gifts to our Lord Jesus. 
We invite you to share in our own ‘Gift Day’ this Epiphany. 
 

 
 

When we realise that everything we have as a congregation and individually comes 
from God we discover the joy of giving in response to all the blessings we have 
received. 

 
You are invited to respond to God’s generosity in His provision to us here at Bertric-

Burée and to mark this Epiphany with a gift.  
 
 

Your gift would enable the purchase of a new lectern and credence table for our church. 
We have in mind to recycle the few remaining bench pews and to use the wood to make 

the new furniture. The generous provision of more modern chairs by the Maire, M Jean-
Pierre Prigul, has enabled the replacement of the benches and wooden chairs and we 
want to contribute by improving the chancel furniture. 

 
We have a budget in mind of 1100€ and have a craftsman standing by to begin making 

the furniture. Here is a sketch of the lectern we have in mind.  
 
 

Since the church at Bertric-Burée is 
dedicated to Saints Peter and Paul it 

would be good to recognise that by 
incorporating the emblems of the 

Saints (St Peter’s keys and St Paul’s 
sword) on the front of the lectern 
and to celebrate our unity in Christ 

Jesus. 
 

We will have available ‘giving 
envelopes’ specially marked for the 
occasion and these will be 

distributed before the day. Your gifts 
will be received and blessed at our 

morning and evening services on 
Sunday 7th January 2018. Of course, 
your gift would be welcome at any 

time if you are unable to be in church 
on that day. 
 

Mike Duncan  
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The Carol Service 
 
On Thursday 7th December in the Catholic 
Eglise Notre Dame de la Paix, in Ribérac, 

the Revd Tony Lomas, together with 
Sheila Marshal, led a wonderful service of 

Christmas lessons and carols attended by 
130 people.  
 

 
Disappointingly, Père Philippe Doumenge, 

priest in charge of the parish, was unable 
to join us, as he was on a diocesan 
retreat, but we were pleased to welcome 

Michel Thevenon in his place. 
 

 
The beautiful singing at this annual 
celebration was enhanced by the 

Variations choir under the direction of 
Alison Chew, with Keith Lowe at the 

organ.  
 

 
 
 

 

 

photo – Variations members warm up their vocal chords before the service 

 
 

After the service mince 
pies and mulled wine; all 
made, prepared and 

served by members of 
our Dronne Valley 

Church, were enjoyed 
by the congregation.  
It was good to see some 

French people amongst 
our gathering. 

 
Jill Stephens and Sheila Marshall 
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LOCAL ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING  
Sunday 25th February at Bertric-Burée 
 
Many of our church members are busily preparing their reports for the Local Annual 

Meeting to be held in church after our service on Sunday 25th February.  
 

It’s a time to review the life of our fellowship over the last year and a time to plan 
ahead for this year. In preparation for that meeting we, as a church family, need to be 
thinking about how we can help towards building God’s Kingdom here in the 

Chaplaincy of Aquitaine. Some of our folk have served on ‘the committee’ for a 
number of years and wish to put their energy into something different for a while. 

Will you consider accepting a nomination to join the committee for the next 
year or so? Or are you able to recommend someone?  
 

Nomination forms are available from Mike Duncan, who will outline what is required of 
committee members. Please don’t be put off by the thought of long, boring meetings 

every other week. This is far from true. If the meetings are long, it’s because they are 
very interesting and worthwhile and are conducted in an informal and friendly way 
and with a month in between. 

 

Mike Duncan – Local Warden  
 

Oh, and by the way: There’s a vacancy for a Warden and Treasurer. How about you? 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Prayer Ministry  
 

Prayer ministry is offered at Bertric Burée by members of the team at the 
services on Sundays in the side chapel. Please take advantage of this for 
anything for which you would like prayer support. 

 
On the 1st and 3rd Sundays this is available after the service and on 

the 2nd and 4th Sundays during the serving of communion 
 

Prayer ministry is also available after each service in the Upper Room 
 
To help you to identify members of the team, we will be 

wearing these white dove badges. 
 

Cathy and Brian Wheatcroft 05 53 90 62 85  
chezmillefleurs@aol.com 
 

 
 

 

  

mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
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The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2018    
  

 

The theme this year is: 

Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power 
Ta main droite, Seigneur, éclatante de puissance 

 
- inspired by Exodus 15:6, with liturgy prepared 

by the different churches of the Caribbean 

  
 

At least once a year, Christians are reminded of Jesus’ prayer for his disciples 

that: They may be one so that the world may believe   -
John 17:21.  Hearts are touched, and Christians come together to pray for 

their unity. Congregations and parishes all over the world exchange preachers 
or arrange special celebrations and prayer services.  

  

The themes raise some of the contemporary issues addressed by the churches of 
the Caribbean. Abuses of human rights are found across the region and we are 

challenged to consider our manner of welcoming of the stranger into our midst. 
Human trafficking and modern-day slavery continue to be huge issues. Addiction 
to pornography and drugs continue to be serious challenges to all societies. The 

debt crisis has a negative impact upon the nations and upon individuals – the 
economies of the nations and people have become precarious. Family life continues 

to be challenged by the economic restrictions which lead to migration, domestic 
abuse and violence 
  

The Caribbean Churches work together to heal the wounds in the body of Christ. 
Reconciliation demands repentance, reparation and the healing of memories.  

The whole Church is called to be both a sign and an active agent of this reconciliation. 
   

photo: Martinique Slave Memorial 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+15%3A6&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A21&version=NIVUK
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Join us in the  

Hospital Chapel, Ribérac, on Saturday 20th January at 15:00  

-for this opportunity to worship and pray for church unity  
with our brothers and sisters of the local  

Roman Catholic and Eglise Réformée congregations  
led by our Chaplain Revd Tony Lomas  

Père Philippe and Pasteur Pierrot Munch  

 

 
 

 

The Advent Carol Service 
 

Jill Stephens writes:  
 

“The Advent Carol Service (3rd December) led by Sheila Marshal was excellent - many 
people commented on how moving it was - with individuals reading from the Bible 

about the steps leading up to Christmas Day itself.  

The readings included two beautiful poems; one of which was The Advent Calendar by 

Rowan Williams. I can’t remember the name of the other one! There was candlelight 
everywhere, on the Altar and individual ones held by all the congregation. Following 
the service wine and cake was offered in the Upper Room.”  

Jill  

http://rowanwilliams.archbishopofcanterbury.org/articles.php/2280/advent-calendar-a-poem-by-dr-rowan-williams
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Jennifer Gray reflects on:  

Christmas 2017 in the Gray household…. 
 
Once again, another year, another month of expectation, flurry, lost lists of suitable 
gifts, addresses, a quick review of whom it is prudent to contact with one sort of card, 

where a more serious one would be suitable; or who would probably prefer a scenic 
log fire, or Santa sailing across the rooftops, than a more accurate reminder of our 

biggest celebration in the year - Christ's Mass. 
 
Yesterday, we got out the crib scene figures from the 'cage' (essentially this is like an 

attic in a normal home, but here, in a block of flats it is a convenient overspill, down 
in the basement, for individual storing of little-used items, extra books, wheelchairs 

and so on.) 

 
Over the years the little figures seem to have multiplied as we replaced various 
characters that we thought we had lost. (I am reluctant to throw any away and can’t 

give anyone an incomplete set; and so we are left with four kings, four shepherds, 
two angels, two figures of Mary, two Josephs, one ox, one ass, and as usual, no star 

to be found). Also as usual, we begin to ask ‘who we should leave out?’ Eventually 
most of the little figures manage to squeeze into the (as yet, imaginary) stable - that 
will come when I can get hold of some straw and proper walls to keep out the cold air. 

I decide to remove the second Mary to avoid confusion amongst our younger visitors, 
but am unable decide which of the others I should remove from the tableau. So the 

rest remain and I hope the youngest of our visitors can’t count yet. 
 
I think my mild obsession with crib scenes comes from the time when I was very 

young, when my mother would take me after school to peep into the church next door 
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where people would be preparing the church 
for Christmas. The wonderful, unique scent 
from holly and ivy remains with me to this 

day and adds to the wonder of Christmas.  
 

And from that comes an awareness of the 
need to see, each Christmas, a visual 
reminder of Christ's birth - perhaps on 

cards, or by visiting various churches to see 
their displays - or just by standing and 

looking at the floodlit, large crib scene in the 
middle of the Square, right in the middle of 

the German Market! Thank God for all our 
churches, here and abroad. (Once when we 
went to France for a winter holiday we were 

delighted to see the crib in the local church and were happily surprised by the 
tradition of keeping it empty until midnight on Christmas Eve). What a pity that 

Britain seems to be losing that deep feeling of faith, and tradition. A few years ago, 
our local council decided to call our favourite public holiday a 'Winter Festival'. The 
crib scene was not included in the decorations that year. Thank goodness there was a 

great outcry from ALL sections of our community, and it hasn't happened again.  
 

I am saddened this year to have noticed the decline in the number of cards with a 
Christian motif. 
Robins, post boxes with snow on top, flying santas and other familiar seasonal scenes 

abound. I asked in one large department store why this was. Not one of their packets 
of Christmas cards had any visual reference to the birth of Jesus. I had an interesting 

discussion with a member of staff who comes from a mid-European country, and she 
agreed with me. She told me it was now company policy to keep Christmas secular! 
This reassured me that in fact, it is nothing to do with immigrants or other 

scapegoats, to believe that, as a nation, our faith is fading. It seems a 'modern trend' 
as someone put it. 

Do we realise how much we are all losing by this steady erosion of faith in the secular 
western world? 
 

I look back at my rather crowded crib scene, and smile, nostalgically.  

Jennifer 
   ©jgray2017 
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Home Groups  
– are a key part of Dronne Valley church life 

 

 
There are four to choose from: 
 
Alternate Tuesday mornings near Verteillac 10.00 for 10.30am. All are welcome. 

For more information contact Mike Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 
 
 

Fortnightly on Tuesday mornings, 10.00 for 10.30am 

For dates and venue this month please contact Brian Cook on 05 45 98 43 00 
 
 

Fortnightly on Thursdays at 2.00pm at Ann Knight’s home, Chez Foucaud, 
Montboyer, between Chalais and Montmoreau 

Contact Ann for dates and directions – Ann Knight  05 45 98 22 17  
 
 

 

 
 

The groups are made up of friendly people who get together  
to talk over a small part of the Bible or another Christian  

book and enjoy a cup of coffee and cake.  
All of the groups are keen to welcome newcomers,  

but it’s a good idea to phone, so that we know you’re coming. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
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Bertric Burée Contacts: 
 

Priest with 

permission to 
officiate 

Brian Davies 05 53 91 19 90 briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

Licensed Lay 
Minister, 

Chaplaincy Warden 

Janis Adams 05 53 91 32 89 janadams2807@gmail.com 

Licensed Lay 

Minister, Synod 
Rep, Chaplaincy 
Rep 

Sheila 
Marshall 

05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Local Warden & 

Chaplaincy Rep 
Mike Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 mike.duncan@orange.fr 

Licensed Lay 
Minister, Diocesan 
and General Synod 

Rep for Europe 

Madeleine 
Holmes 

05 53 08 09 57 madeleine@peladis.plus.com 

Licensed Lay 
Minister 

Patrick 
Sturges 

05 5335 48 09 patsturges@aol.com 

Worship Leader Steve Long 05 53 91 96 48 steve_long@ntlworld.com 

Worship Leader 
Trevor 

Hodgkiss 
05 53 91 02 76 trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com 

Sunday School 
Cathy 

Wheatcroft 
05 53 90 62 85 chezmillefleurs@aol.com 

Welcome Rota 
Peter 
Robinson 

05 53 91 45 15 pjrob123@hotmail.com 

Sunday Morning 
Coffee Team 

Suzanne 
Reason 

05 53 90 24 05 suz_reason@hotmail.com 

Reading Rota Mary Eldon 05 53 91 35 56 david.eldon6@orange.fr 

Intercessions and 

Prayer Chain 

Sheila 

Marshall 
05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Prayer Ministry 
Cathy & Brian 
Wheatcroft 

05 53 90 62 85 chezmillefleurs@aol.com 

Chalice Rota Brian Cook 05 45 98 43 00 vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk 

Music Organiser Keith Lowe 05 45 98 49 45 kihlowe@hotmail.com 

Pastoral Care 

Coordinator 
Pam Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 pam.duncan01@icloud.com 

Fund Raising  Marie Ricketts  09 83 77 46 69 meha50@hotmail.com 

Communications 
Tony & Jill 
Stephens 

05 45 60 62 84 jmac2@wanadoo.fr 

 

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:janadams2807@gmail.com
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:madeleine@peladis.plus.com
mailto:patsturges@aol.com
mailto:steve_long@ntlworld.com
mailto:trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
mailto:suz_reason@hotmail.com
mailto:david.eldon6@orange.fr
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
mailto:vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:kihlowe@hotmail.com
mailto:pam.duncan01@icloud.com
mailto:meha50@hotmail.com
mailto:jmac2@wanadoo.fr
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Previous editions of DV Church News can be found HERE 
 

The minutes of December’s Church Committee meeting is HERE 
 
 
 
 

The people in our church 

come from a wide range of 
church backgrounds and our 

worship reflects this diversity 

 
We warmly welcome you, 

wherever you are on your 

journey of faith 

 
 

  

Safeguarding Jill Stephens 05 45 60 62 84 jmac2@wanadoo.fr 

Stewardship, 

Church Committee 
David Jackson 05 46 86 49 66 dj.homemanager@yahoo.com 

Treasurer 
Mike Duncan 
– pro tem 

05 53 91 30 64 mike.duncan@orange.fr 

Committee Minutes 
Secretary 

Mary Eldon 05 53 91 35 56 david.eldon6@orange.fr 

Electoral Roll Jean Stocks 05 45 21 43 40 jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk 

Church Committee, 

Chap Aid 
Ian Jameson 05 16 29 02 36 ziggy@ovh.fr 

Church Committee 

and Upper Room 
Manager, Bring-and-

share lunches 

Ann Knight 05 45 98 22 17 ann@daveandannknight.co.uk 

Church Committee, 
Church Flowers 

Glenys 
Bogardis 

05 53 90 13 64 bogardis.glenys@orange.fr 

Newsletter Editor Keith Gunn  keithalangunn@gmail.com 

http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/index.php/dv-church-newsletters/
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchMinutesDecember2017.pdf
mailto:jmac2@wanadoo.fr
mailto:dj.homemanager@yahoo.com
mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:david.eldon6@orange.fr
mailto:jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:ziggy@ovh.fr
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
mailto:bogardis.glenys@orange.fr
mailto:keithalangunn@gmail.com
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C L A SS I FI ED  A D VER T S  C L A S S IF IE D  A D V ER T S  
 

Greetings Cards  

 
 

Pam’s handmade cards for all occasions, in aid of Church funds, are available following 
all services.   
 

Orders are welcome for special occasions:  
Pam Davies - 05 53 91 19 90     briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 
 

 

I am a registered, fully insured, cleaner 
 

Available for temporary or permanent work and can do one-off 'pre-

opening' cleans for holiday rentals, clean up after your party or just a 
few hours as and when required. 
Commercial or domestic premises. 

 
I am based in the Charras / Montbron area, but I am 'cleaner can 

travel’.  
For a several hours in a day I would be willing to travel as far as Bertric 
Burrée. 

I can be contacted initially at radloulou@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Laura Connor  
Siret no 750803009 00018 under the Auto Entrepreneur scheme 

 

 
  

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:radloulou@yahoo.co.uk
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ould you like to use a qualified & registered builder from 
your own congregation?   

 
ENTREPRISE SIMON GEGG - Laudibertie 

24410 FESTALEMPS  
Restoration & conversion of old stone buildings. 
 

Project management  
• Carpentry: wide board oak flooring; chestnut & pine floors; balconies; windows, 

doors & stairs supplied & fitted 
• Drylining; plastering; tiling; terracing 

• Roofing & General building 
• All masonry work including Pierre de taille, moellon, rendering & pierre 

apparante 

 
Tel: 0553 90 36 22 (7pm to 9pm) or email Simongegg@outlook.com  

 
SIRET: 4353639300011  DECENNALE Insurance  Registered for TVA 

 

 
 
 

 
 

ANN KNIGHT – Soft furnishings, curtains, upholstery  
Do you have an old but comfy chair or sofa  
that needs sprucing up? Need some new curtains?  

 
Why not ask Ann for a professional quotation? 

Call 05 45 98 22 17 
 

Siret Number 529 194 946 00016 

 

 
 
 
 

W 

mailto:simongegg@outlook.com
tel:194%20946%2000016

