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Part of the worldwide Anglican church,  
meeting at the landmark Church of St Peter and St Paul, Bertric Burée 

 

September 2020 
The News can be printed out or read on your computer  
 – in which case the links will take you to further content.  

 

Artists-in-residence (- at least for one afternoon, 27th July) in the garden 
of the Upper Room, BB.  Roger Adams, Trevor Hodgkiss and Linda Fisher 
with some of the artworks they encouraged in The Great Art Afternoon  
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Please bring your own chairs, if possible, and wear your masks. Umbrellas, hats, and water 
are also a good idea! -the weather in Bertric-Burée does not keep to the forecast, so it is 

best to come prepared. 
Prayer Ministry will be offered after the in-person services, with appropriate protocols.   

Please email rosemarybertric@hotmail.com if you plan to come, and let her know if you 
would like a chair provided.  
We need to keep contact details for all who come to services.  You will be very welcome, 

even if you forget to email in advance: we will ask you to fill in your name and contact 
details at the gate.  

It is possible that the service might have to be cancelled because of very bad weather, in 
which case we will try to contact you. 

 

You are warmly invited to join Rev Liz Morris 
for Morning Prayer via Zoom 

-On Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 09:30  
 
And you are warmly invited to join Rev Tony Lomas  

for Evening Prayer via Zoom Tuesday and Thursday at 18:00 
For the Zoom link contact Tony 
 

  

 

 

Sunday 6 September 10:30 We join the Chaplaincy service online, at home 

Sunday 13 September 10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Andy Horlock 

Sunday 20 September 10:30 
Holy Communion, with prayer for healing, with 

Revd Brian Davies (note change of service date) 

Sunday 27 September 10:30 Service of the Word, with Patrick Sturgess 

Please see the note later in the newsletter about the possibility of  
worship in the church building 

mailto:rosemarybertric@hotmail.com
http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/churchonline/services-and-sermons/
mailto:revtonylomas@gmail.com
http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/churchonline/prayer-requests/
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All prayer is Good 
We need both prayer alone with the Lord - and prayer in community 

 

Prayer with the community is most powerful, for the Lord himself said 'Where two or 
three are gathered in my name I am in the midst of them' (Matthew 18:20) 

Prayer is a vital and necessary part of the Christian life. It is important to 
intentionally do it with other people so we can bear one another's burdens and grow 

in spiritual strength. 
 

A small group has been meeting together over the last 10 years or so to pray for the 
needs of our church, our communities and the wider world. We pray as we are led 
and prompted by the Holy Spirit.  

In recent months the frequency of our meetings has increased as we've sought God's 
comfort and peace and His healing in the Covid19 pandemic. We've also been 

praying for His Word and will for us, His church, in the return to worship and 'being' 
church together.  
 

We’d like to invite you to join us when you can. We meet at 17:00 for about 
an hour every week, either by ZOOM or together in person at Church. You’d 

be very welcome and be free to come and go as you please. If you need to 
know more before accepting this invitation give me a call or better still -

‘Come and you will see’ (John 1 v39).  
 

ZOOM Prayers are on the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Wednesdays and Prayers in Church on the 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays. 

 
 

Loving God, make us a praying church, one that not only prays and 
values prayer but also teaches about prayer and loves to pray. Make us a 
kind church, not judging each other’s spiritual maturity but simply 
acknowledging that we’re all beginners in prayer, a body of seekers 
exploring spirituality together. And remind us how many people outside 
formal church life either do pray or want to pray. Make us helpful to 
anyone with whom we might share the journey. 
Amen 
 
 

Mike Duncan on behalf of the Bertric-Burée Church Prayer Group 
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On Saturday 15th August the Dronne Valley Church at Bertric-Burée, against all odds, 
did indeed hold the Annual Summer Fête, even with restrictions!   
 

It was an excellent turn out of people, French, English and a few accents that 
weren’t so recognisable!  The weather was good, no rain and not too hot either!  
 

On behalf of the Wardens, Rosemary and Ann, and the Church Committee, a big 

THANK YOU! for all the hard work that went into the fete preparations and to all the 
volunteers who helped on the day.  The total raised on the day was 1,765,50€.   

Well done!  

Ann Knight (Local Church Warden) 

Last Saturday 15th August saw the postponed May Summer Fair at Bertric Burée 
Upper Room gardens. We were pleased with a warm summer's day. This year Monica 

and I were asked to be on gate duty.  
 

To comply with the Covid recommendations we asked every one that entered to 
write down their name and contact details. This caused much amusement with the 

French who thought we were starting a dating agency! We had a very good turnout 
of both French and English, with the main question as they entered the fair - "Where 

is the hog roast and the cake stall?” There was a great selection of stalls from the 
tombola, cake stall, children's games, greetings cards, vintage jewellery, bric-a-brac 

and glass work etc. We were very pleased to see that Rev Brian Davies came and 
joined in the festivities.  
One of the stalls was an old fairground game where you had to hit the gong which 

shot up the scale and showed how hard you hit the gong.  A lot of people must have 
done quite well because we kept hearing the gong at the top ring. 

Roy and Monica Southworth 
 

A few weeks ago it seemed absolutely impossible to even consider that BB could hold 

its regular Summer Fete!  However, we managed to do so despite all our 
worries.  We said, then, that if it was meant to be our Lord would find a way... He 

did, and we did!  Thank you to all who helped make it possible.  
  

Geoff Cogger (Upper Room Manager) 
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Linda Fisher writes - 
 

Continuing… Our Summer of Swallows 

PHOTO: MIKE FISHER 

 
Our six youngsters have fledged and have now joined a large flock of other young 
Swallows.  

Every evening they return, diving and swooping with the sheer joy of flight.  
 

We leave our swimming pool open especially for them and they delight in skimming 
along the surface, taking sips of water and sometimes actually splashing themselves. 
Thankfully, no requests for towels yet! 

They are joined by House Martins, making the flock even larger, gathering insects on 
the wing.  

 
But unbeknown to us, Mrs Swallow laid more eggs, going for a second brood. This is 
always much smaller, as food may be scarcer. The young of the first brood are kept 

out and away from the nest, by the parents, as they may damage the eggs or the 
tiny chicks. 

 
We have now seen little fluffy heads, in the nest, just two, although we think she laid 

three eggs. So now we watch and wait for these little late arrivals, to get big enough 
to join their brothers and sisters, on their great migration South. 
 

LATEST NEWS: there are three babies, yes three, not two as we first thought. One 

has been keeping its head down. We do hope they all make it south with the family. 
 

Linda 
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It was early in 2011 that we met Pam & Brian. They had recently moved here, and 
we had only been here a few months, so a friendship and a mutual admiration for 

seafood, in fact any food, began.  
 

We were sitting out in our garden in July when we started discussing Christmas, (as 
you do in July!) Pam & Brian said they had no plans. I invited them to join us, which 

they did, and our culinary adventures and real friendship started from there.  

PAM (LEFT IN THIS PHOTO) WITH FRIENDS AT A CHURCH LUNCH 

 
Pam was funny. She had such a dry and mischievous sense of humour.  

We had such good times together and I have good memories of her chatter and 
laughter. 
 

She endured a lot of ill health over the last few years, and was poorly with a variety 

of problems which, unfortunately, meant she spent more time in hospital than at 
home.  

However, she remained stoic throughout. I never heard her complain about her 

change of health, or the physical limitations she had to cope with.  
She was also a proud and private person. 

Honest and open, but by her own admission did not suffer fools gladly.  
However, if she was your friend, then you had a good one.   

Chris 

Pam was born in 1939 in Neath South Wales and was the only daughter of Cei and 

Clarice Lewis. She was brought up in Swansea, where she was educated at Swansea 
Girl’s Grammar School. When she left she took up a teaching career in Domestic 

Science, training at Worcester Teacher’s Training College. 
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It was there that Pam met Brian Davies - a fellow student. They eventually became 
engaged and having qualified began their careers in the West Midlands. They 

married in April 1961 and their daughter Bethan was born in 1963.  
 

In the late mid-seventies, she set up and created a two-hundred-year-old Cottage 
Woollen industry, where she designed and manufactured knitwear. She won the 

Annual Welsh Competition with her Welsh Leek design patterned pullover. Soon she 
secured orders from the USA and Japan and was even interviewed on a Radio 

programme in her native Welsh language. Sunningdale Golf Club asked her to make 
a design.  
 

Eventually Both Brain and Pam settled in France in the Vendeé in 2001. I arrived to 

settle in my house there in 2003 and met Pam for the first time outside the church at 
Puy de Serre where a service was being held. Pam greeted me warmly and ensured 
that I met others afterwards at coffee. Meanwhile Brian was in the UK training to be 

a priest. Pam was always smiling and had a wonderful sense of humour and will be 
remembered for her generous entertaining and kind welcome. Her cordon bleu 

cooking was so excellently presented and so delicious. She spoke many a wise word 
and of course loved her grandsons James, Tom and Ben. 
 

Truly a wonderful person to have had the privilege to meet and know; may she now 

rest in peace with our loving lord. 
 

Ian  
 

‘Prince of Preachers’ 
 
“We’re off up the tower today!”   

- John Collins’ father tells his family on a summer Saturday.   
 
John says – “We were to go to the Open Day at Spurgeon’s College and the high 

point (literally) of the day was the trip up the tower.   
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From there one could view locally the Shirley Hills and, further across, were the 
North Downs. It was always a treat. 

 
Spurgeon’s College was a ten-minute walk away from home. The grand house, built 

circa 1900, was formerly owned by Viscount Falkland who owned the estate upon 
which our own family home had been built in the 1930’s. Part of the estate was 
eventually given on trust by the later owner in memory of his wife, Fanny Walker, in 

1923, when it was converted and extended into the college buildings we know today 
in South Norwood, south London, and where men and women train largely for full-

time Christian ministry.   
 

The story of Spurgeon has always been close to my heart and his name has popped 
up in life on many occasions and in many places.” 
 

Continue John Collins’ story of Charles Haddon Spurgeon  here

 
During September Bertric Burée’s  

Book Barn  
is open before and after church  

Sundays 13th 20th 27th September 
But is not open during the week 

 

There’s a box in the barn for donations for Books, DVDs & CDs 

 
  

 
Tony Stephens says –  
 

“In these fearful times, I find this... (song, 
performed by Marilla Ness) ...to be a gentle 

comfort.  
Tony 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Marilla Ness sings “Do Not Be Afraid” 
 

The lyrics are HERE 
 

 

http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/JohnCollinsSpurgeon.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f1p49Fc3bWU
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/DoNotBeAfraidLyrics.pdf
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 A poem-prayer by Rev Caroline Beckett 

 

 

Worship in Church  
 

Although it is lovely to worship together in the garden the day will come when the 
rain doesn't stop at 10.25! Now, if that happens, we can just go in to the church.    
 

When the Chaplain came up for the Committee Meeting, he very kindly re-arranged 
the chairs in the church so that there are suitable distances between couples. The 
chairs are arranged with six in a row, with large gaps between each pair, and large 

gaps between each row.    
 

It looks very different, but I am sure we shall all get used to it. When we do start to 

use the church it is important to fill the front seats first, and then each row in turn - 
the Welcomers will advise you.    
 

But we do hope to stay in the garden for September if the weather is kind.      
 

The Wardens   Ann and Rosemary   
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Art in the Upper Room Garden 29th July  
For those of you who know me, I love anything arty, so just had to have a go - and 
of course support Roger, Trevor and Linda in raising funds for the Adam’s family’s 

chosen Charity Association Recherche Cancer C in memory of Jan.  

Arriving early to help set up, I realised just how hot it was and wondered how many 

people might turn up, but turn up they did, in fact about 16 people. 

Everybody split into groups and the laughing and merriment was for all to hear.  It 
was truly a fun filled afternoon, Roger with clay work, Trevor doing watercolour 

painting and Linda pastel work.  I really wanted to do all three, but realised this 
might be wishful thinking on my part.  However, I did attempt a water colour 

painting managing to portray a landscape scene of a field with hay bales in the 
foreground casting shadows.  Trevor is so patient!   

There was only just enough 

time take part in making a 
clay horses head, although 

Roger described it as a sort 
of ‘caricature’!  I’ve fondly 
called him ‘Joey’ from the 

film of the War Horse, as 
he certainly has very strong 

features!  

The feedback given as 
people were leaving was 

indeed a joy to hear, with 
praise for Roger Adams, 

Trevor Hodgkiss and Linda 
Fisher. 

Many thanks to everyone 

who participated. 

  

Ann Knight 

 

 

 
Examples of horses heads modelled by Roger Adams 

 
 
Elizabeth Faulkner  
has had a difficult experience with powers of attorney,  
and wants to urge caution. 
 
She has written about it      HERE   

http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/LizFaulknerPowerofAttorney.pdf
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Did Jesus really tell us  
that we shouldn’t judge one another? 
Tony Thomas writes – 
 
“In a recent conversation during a study of the Sermon on the Mount a Christian lady 

said to me ‘Jesus said that we should not judge one another’.   
 
 Is she right, did Jesus say we should not judge?”   

 
 

 
 

 
Read Tony’s article HERE 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

“Last Sunday at communion in the garden of the upper room I was reminded of a 

golden era in London when I was listening to another Tony, Tony Soper addressing a 
crowd from a tub near Marble Arch. Giving him lunch later at Broadcasting House he 
told me how nearby listeners would sometimes set light to the hem of his black 

gown. Nothing like that beset our Tony Lomas; merely weather that started at a 
chilly 22 degrees and by the end of his sermon had jumped up by over 10 degrees. 

Nevertheless Tony, as always, was clearly audible and clearly understandable.  

Tony’s theme was the reading from Matthew describing Jesus’ walking on the water 
and Peter’s failure to follow suit. Avoiding the issue of authenticity, Tony investigated 
instead the underlying messages inherent in this dramatic story. For example, Tony 

likened the disciples’ boat to the church. Stay in it and you are likely to be safe, your 
eyes being constantly fixed upon Jesus. If you feel driven to walk on the water 

yourself, (not literally! Some would prefer “think outside the box”) you first need to 
get out of the boat! This leads to a swarm of ideas which, lazily perhaps in the heat, 

I leave you to mull over yourselves.  

http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/TonyThomas-judge-one-another.pdf
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One overall message is clear. If you are going to explore all the byways of a story 

like this, you need a good compass. The best always points towards Jesus. Note that 
even when Peter unwisely tried to walk on the water like his Master, Jesus may have 
scolded him for his lack of faith, but he nevertheless still reached out to Peter and 

saved him. So, if you are going to stick your neck out in the name of Christ, Jesus 
will ensure you don’t get your head chopped off!  

Another, possibly even more important message is that if you are tempted to get 

over-investigative with stories like this, make sure you have the right glasses on. 

What do I mean? A poem written by my second daughter Wendy sums it up. 
With every blessing,  

Laurie  

       

         Wendy Virginia Gane  

 

 

Bertric-Burée Church Questionnaire 

The Chaplain and the Wardens would like to thank everyone who 

responded to and completed the Bertric-Burée Church 

Questionnaire.  The views and comments will now be evaluated 

independently, and it is hoped that feedback will be given by the 

end of September. 
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This year Ann Knight has been taking photos of 
the sunflowers in the field next to her garden.  
They looked great earlier in the summer.  

But, she says - 
  

 

“Our beautiful 
sunflowers are now 
looking very sad! I 
never fail to be 

amazed at how they 
still stand tall even 
with their flower heads 
very brown and brittle. 
When the winds blow 
it sounds like they’re 
chattering to one 
another!  
 

At this year's summer 

fete I bought a glass 
sunflower for the 
garden to remind me 
of how beautiful they 
are when first in 
bloom.” 
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Dronne Valley Church Contacts 

Priest with 

permission to 
officiate 

Brian Davies 05 53 91 19 90 briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

Priest with 
permission to 

officiate 

Andy Horlock +44 7952 180370 andyhorlock@hotmail.com 

Licensed Lay 

Minister, Synod 
Rep, Chaplaincy 
Rep 

Sheila 
Marshall 

05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Worship Leader Steve Long 05 53 91 96 48 steve_long@ntlworld.com 

Warden 
Rosemary 
Robinson 

05 53 91 45 15 rosemarybertric@hotmail.com 

Warden Ann Knight 05 45 98 22 17 anniechezfoucaud@gmail.com 

Worship Leader 
Trevor 
Hodgkiss 

05 53 91 02 76 trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Martin Garfoot 05 53 91 28 32 bertriccomms@gmail.com 

Sunday Morning 
Coffee Team 

Suzanne 
Reason 

05 53 90 24 05 suz_reason@hotmail.com 

Intercessions and 
Prayer Chain 

Sheila 
Marshall 

05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Prayer Ministry 
Cathy & Brian 
Wheatcroft 

05 53 90 62 85 chezmillefleurs@aol.com 

Welcome Rota Liz Elliot-Pyle 05 45 98 15 71 lizelliotpyle@hotmail.fr 

Music Organiser Keith Lowe 05 45 98 49 45 kihlowe@hotmail.com 

Pastoral Care 
Coordinator 

Pam Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 pam.duncan01@icloud.com 

Sunday School 
please contact 
Wardens 

  

Communications Carol Garfoot 05 53 91 28 32 bertriccomms@gmail.com 

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:andyhorlock@hotmail.com
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:steve_long@ntlworld.com
mailto:rosemarybertric@hotmail.com
mailto:anniechezfoucaud@gmail.com
mailto:trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com
mailto:bertriccomms@gmail.com
mailto:suz_reason@hotmail.com
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
mailto:lizelliotpyle@hotmail.fr
mailto:kihlowe@hotmail.com
mailto:pam.duncan01@icloud.com
mailto:bertriccomms@gmail.com
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The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine Prayer Diary for September is HERE 
 

 
Minutes of the Church Committee’s recent meetings are here 

10 June   1 July   15 July 
 
 

Earlier editions of DV Church News can be found HERE 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Dronne Valley Church Contacts continued 

Safeguarding Dave Knight 05 45 98 22 17 chezfoucaud@gmail.com 

Committee Minutes 
Secretary 

Gerald 
Lambourn   

05 47 94 11 54  gerald.lambourn@aol.fr 

Electoral Roll Jean Stocks 05 45 21 43 40 jean0st0cks@gmail.com 

Church Committee, 

Chap Aid 
Ian Jameson 05 16 29 02 36 ziggy@ovh.fr 

Chalice Rota 
Roy 
Southworth 

05 45 98 32 84 ramblerman15@gmail.com 

Bible Reader Rota 
Book Barn Librarian 

David Jackson 05 46 86 49 66 dj.homemanager@yahoo.com 

Church Committee Martin Tylee  eelyt52@talktalk.net 

Environment 
Micheline 

Heeley 
 contact Micheline via a warden 

Stewardship Mike Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 mike.duncan@orange.fr 

Upper Room 
Manager 

Geoff Cogger  geocoggs3@gmail.com 

Upper Room 
Manager 

Mark Barber  msbarbies@hotmail.com 

Facebook Editor 
Trish 

Wilkinson 
 trishandbrian@cegetel.net 

Randonée Organiser 
Jaki 
Moorhouse 

 jakimoorhouse@aol.com 

Newsletter Editor Keith Gunn +44 1747 821144 keithalangunn@gmail.com 

http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/images/stories/pdf_files/2020septemberprayer.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchMinutes10June2020.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchMinutes01July2020.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchMinutes15July2020.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/index.php/dv-church-newsletters/
mailto:chezfoucaud@gmail.com
mailto:gerald.lambourn@aol.fr
mailto:jean0st0cks@gmail.com
mailto:ziggy@ovh.fr
mailto:ramblerman15@gmail.com
mailto:dj.homemanager@yahoo.com
mailto:eelyt52@talktalk.net
mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:geocoggs3@gmail.com
mailto:msbarbies@hotmail.com
mailto:trishandbrian@cegetel.net
mailto:jakimoorhouse@aol.com
mailto:keithalangunn@gmail.com
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And, lastly… 

 

 
 


