
 

1 
 

 Dronne Valley 
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Part of the worldwide Anglican church,  
meeting at the landmark Church of St Peter and St Paul, Bertric Burée 

 

September 2017 
The News can be printed out in whole or in part, or read on your computer  
 – in which case the underlined links will take you to further content.  
For the clearest result, download and read in Adobe Reader, rather than viewing in your browser 
 

 
   

 
All ages are welcome at the 
Bertric Burée church services, 
and children are particularly 
welcome on these Sundays –                          
    24th September  
   22nd October  
   26th November 
   10th December  

 
- when there’s Sunday School at the    
same time as the morning service.  

 
 

 

There’ll be  

CRAFTS, MUSIC and FUN 

ACTIVITIES 
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Sunday 3 September 10:30 Service of the Word, with Patrick Sturges 

Sunday 3 September 18:00 Evensong, with Sheila Marshall 

Sunday 10 September * 10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Barrie Green 

Wednesday 13 September 11:00 
Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion, with 

Revd Andy Horlock 

Sunday 17 September 10:30 Family Service, with Janis Adams 

Sunday 24 September 10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Brian Davies 

 

 
 

 
Please join us for tea and coffee across the road 

in the Upper Room after each of the Sunday services 

 
*There will be a Bring-and-Share lunch following this service. 

Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and glass.  
We invite a donation of 1€50 towards the cost of  

bread and wine which will be supplied. 

 
 

 
 
 

Two diary dates – Christmas Fair Saturday November 18th 
Christmas Carol Service Ribérac Thursday 7th December 
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Knit, Natter and Craft 
We have decided to incorporate more crafts into the club, so have changed the name 

from Knit, Natter and Craft to -  
 

“The Crafty Natterers” 

 
Obviously, this will include all handicrafts, including knitting, as some of our members 

would like to carry on with knitting, as well as trying different things. 
  
It has been suggested that we could do a project together, like a patchwork quilt, or 

concentrate on making more things for charities   We would also love it if anyone out 
there could come and give us a demonstration of any craft, so that we can try 

different things.  I, personally, would love to find out how to use my lace pillow 
properly. 
  

So, if you would like to try anything crafty, or to just come for a natter, please come 
along to the Upper Room, on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at 2pm.   The 

dates for September are Thursday 7th and 21st and we look forward to seeing you 
there. 

Jean 
 

Contact: Jean Stocks 
 

 
 

 

 

Cancer Support France Active Listening  
 

 

- is an association which provides free confidential  
support for English-speaking people touched by 

cancer.  
 
 

We train volunteers to be Active Listeners and currently we are looking to recruit 
and train more people. The next two-day training is September 27/28, with the follow 

up in November.  
 
Active listeners provide support to clients, both emotional and practical, via telephone, 

email, home and/or hospital visits. We need more male AL’s and people across the 
region of South Charente and North Dordogne.  

 
There is no need for professional experience or training in medical fields, teaching or 
counselling.  Anyone who has an interest, is a good communicator, has a willingness 

and desire to work as a team and to support other is welcome.  
 

If you think you may be interested please give me, Paula Barker, a call on  
05 45 98 46 86 or email me and we can discuss it further.  Please note - the 
closing date for applications is September 4th.  

Thank you. Paula  
  

mailto:jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:phbfrance@live.co.uk
http://www.cancersupportfrance.org/
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A “Thank-You” to the people of BB Church 
 

A few weeks ago the churchwardens received 
this letter from a visitor to the church – 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

For many years we, the church in Bertric-Burée, have donated food to the food bank at 
Secours Catholique in Ribérac.  
 

That charity is now unable to accept donations of food and so we have decided to supply 

Croix Rouge which also has a shop in Ribérac.  
 

Please continue to support this initiative and bring your gifts of non-perishable items of 
food to help those in need in our communities. Gifts presented at our Harvest Festival 

will also be given to the needy through CROIX ROUGE. 

Mike Duncan 
 

 

……Please pass on my blessings to your congregation today for the hospitality I received when I 
worshipped with you at the Service of the Word.  
 
After arriving late following a two hour journey from Champsac I felt immediately at home 
following the welcome I received from Ann and Dave at the back as I crept in. The sermon was 
inspiring and I felt the Holy Spirit working through Trevor as he delivered the Word. Afterwards 
Tony and his wife (sorry, I have forgotten her name) made me a generous offer of eating with 
them but sadly I had to refuse as I promptly returned to Champsac en route to Limoges Airport 
to collect our visitors.   
 
Although I had only worshiped with you once last year I felt that I was instantly made part of 
the Family of God by you all. I still have 12 months working in the UK before I finally retire to 
Champsac and worship at St Tees in Lancaster, whilst in the UK, where I am part of the team. I 
have attached their website to give you an idea of how large and lively we are. That said I know 
that, no matter how large or small we are in numbers when we worship, it is the power of the 
Holy Spirit that makes us His family.   
Today I truly felt God moving amongst us all. I will try to return to worship with you before I go 
back to Lancaster and hold you in my prayers.  
 

Many blessings to you all in His name. 
 

Chris Benson 
 

 
 
 

http://www.croix-rouge.fr/
http://www.st.tees.org.uk/
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Mike Duncan writes – 

 
I thought that it might be helpful to update you 

on the financial situation in the Chaplaincy 
and to address a question which has been asked 

by some of our church family. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Just to remind us all of our Mission Statement: 
  

“A vision of communities that grow and practise the love of Jesus  

… and share it generously with others.” 
 

The mission of the Chaplaincy is to worship God and to contribute to the fulfilment of Christ’s 
mission on earth by ministering to the spiritual needs of the English-speaking people in 
Aquitaine. This will be accomplished through Worship, Fellowship, Pastoral Care, Teaching 
and Evangelism. 
 
 
 

Our Mission is to provide greater opportunities for regular and seasonal worship, with 
joint and shared information about services across the Chaplaincy, where appropriate, 

and thereby to increase the number of regular worshippers. 
 
 

The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine relies on the generosity and commitment of those who 

share in its life to raise around 170,000€ in 2017. This is needed to cover running costs 
including our full-time salaried Chaplain, communication costs and expenses claimed by 

volunteer helpers of which a number are Priests who give their services unpaid but may 
claim travel and other expenses. 
 

 

We do not receive income from the Church of England (in fact we contribute to support 
our Bishop and his staff) and we do not have any endowments. We wish to encourage 

those who support us to enter into a commitment to give regularly. It helps us to plan 
our activities to know how much income we can expect. At the moment, much of our 
income is in the form of cash given in the collection plate during services. We are 

grateful for and reliant on this giving. 
 

In addition to our regular giving we undertake to raise at least 10% of our income for 

charity through ChapAid. 
 

Now, where does that ‘giving’ go?  
 

We have the results of the first six months of the year from the Chaplaincy Treasurer, 
Stephen Tipton, and the following is a useful pie chart to illustrate the income and 
expenditure for that period…. 
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Chaplaincy expenditure to June 2017 

 
 
 

 

Chaplaincy income to June 2017 
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From our point of view at Bertric-Burée we are on track to achieve our budgeted 
contribution to our Chaplaincy and our charitable giving. Our expenditure is well within 

the budgets and we have been able to invest in various improvements such as two large 
marquees for use at the Upper Room and also telephone and internet facilities. Thank 
you all for that and we thank our Lord for His many blessings. 
 

If you have any queries or would like any further information please do let me know. 
 

Mike Duncan  
– Local Warden and Interim Local Treasurer 

 

 
 
 

  
Bring and Share Lunches 
Jill Stephens writes - 

 

Here are a couple of photos of our August 13th Bring-and-Share. It was the first time 
we had been able, with certainty, to enjoy it in our garden at the Upper Room. The 

marquees were a brilliant second-hand buy, and were used for the first time for our 
Summer Fete on the 23rd July. 

 

We are so 
blessed to have 

the Upper 
Room and 
garden - due, 

originally, to 
the faith our 

Warden Mike 
Duncan had in 
the project.  

 
This was 

followed by the 
overwhelming 
generosity of 

our church 
members in 

giving both 
their money, 
buying items 

needed and, if 
able, using 

their talents to produce what is now a facility with everything one could want to enjoy 
Church events and to welcome non-church goers and further friendships in an effort 
to Spread The Word.   

Chaplaincy Annual Budget expenditure                Chaplaincy Annual Budget Income                                                                      
147,357€                                  121,450€                                                                                              
Projected shortfall 25,907€ 

Bertric-Burée Annual Budget expenditure   Bertric-Burée Annual Budget Income 
5,182€        39,390€ 
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Our Upper Room 

Committee, 
chaired by Ann 

Knight continue 
to do a brilliant 
job of keeping it 

charged with 
supplies and 

spotless. 

Jill 
 

This month’s 
Bring-and-Share 
lunch follows the 

morning service 
10th September. 

Please join us 
then. 
 

 
 

 

 

Paul and Janine Vrolijk 

are selling the house they owned when Paul was serving as Chaplain to the Aquitaine. 

 
Here’s a description of this attractive property – 
 

Lovely character, classic stone 4 bedroom home with guesthouse and pool in the 
Dordogne, Sigoules̀, 15km from Bergerac (airport) and close to golf course.  

Next to the vines at the edge off a little village with amenities, services and schools.  
4 Spacious bedrooms. Double glazing. 
Open fireplace. Central heating. 

Terraces. Large gardens with a.o. 20+ 
mature fruit trees. Heated (covered) 

pool (9x4). Bbq + pizza oven. Well. 
Garages. Cellar.  
Independent, fully equipped maison 

d’amis. Ideal for a family home or to 
turn part of the property into a holiday 

rental or become a holiday home.  
Ready to move in.  
The asking price for this lovely home, 

guesthouse and pool is €350.000.  
If rented, the monthly rental would be 

for discussion. 
 
Contact: Janine Vrolijk 

 
 

  

mailto:janine.vrolijk@gmail.com
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Saturday 23rd September 2017 

10am-3pm at Bertric-Burée 

Book barn stacked high with books of all genres,  

DVDs and CDs 

Clothes 

Toys and games 

Vinyl records (mainly classical and easy listening) 

Bric-a-Brac 

Come and join us for a cuppa,  

BACON BUTTIE and a slice of cake  

- and pick up a bargain. 

 

Entry Free 
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It’s CREATIONTIDE 
 
 
From 1st September to 4th October – churches are called to become involved 

in the Time for Creation.  
 

The Orthodox Church year starts 1st September with a commemoration of how God 
created the world and they then celebrate the feast of Francis of Assisi.  On 4th 
October, Roman Catholics and other churches from the Western traditions 

commemorate Francis of Assisi, known to many as the author of the Canticle of the 
Creatures. 

 
The World Council of Churches in 2008 invited churches around the world to observe 
Time for Creation through prayers and actions. 

  
Since then churches worldwide concentrate their thoughts, prayers and actions on 

God’s World at this time, to encourage the continuing care of such a World. 
 
Précised from Bishop David’s blog 

 
Madeleine Holmes has given us this Creationtide prayer – 

 

God of wisdom, showing us your love in the rising sun and waning tide, 
you grace Earth with life in all its variety. 
Every thing has meaning, is blessing; 
every one is charged with care for the smallest creature to the ocean’s depth.  
Grant us wisdom to know your ways of love and gentle kindness. 
Give us the mind to learn what we do not know but long to understand 
so that we may honour and nurture all that makes us one with you.  
Amen 

 
 

 

Prayer Ministry  
 
Prayer ministry is offered at Bertric Burée by members of the team at the 
services on Sundays in the side chapel. Please take advantage of this for 

anything for which you would like prayer support. 
 

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays this is available after the service and on 
the 2nd and 4th Sundays during the serving of communion 
 

Prayer ministry is also available after each service in the Upper Room 
 

To help you to identify members of the team, we will be 
wearing these white dove badges. 
 

Cathy and Brian Wheatcroft 05 53 90 62 85  
chezmillefleurs@aol.com 

 
 

http://tssf.org.uk/resources/devotions/the-canticle-of-the-creatures/
http://tssf.org.uk/resources/devotions/the-canticle-of-the-creatures/
http://eurobishop.blogspot.co.uk/
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
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Tony Stephens writes – 
 
 

In the 1960's, whilst stationed at HMS Sea-Hawk at Helston in Cornwall, the ship's 
band, of which I was a member, and a Naval contingent would, once a year, attend a 
service in the small Cornish village of Madron, near to Penzance. After the battle of 

Trafalgar, the British fleet returned to England, and Cornwall was obviously the first 
landfall. The fleet met with a fishing vessel and hence, the news of Nelson's death was 

sent ashore, and more quickly by horse, to London. Services were held locally in the 
'Eglosmaddern'*  

 

On the Sunday nearest to 
October 21st each year, 

Madron Sunday is 
celebrated. It has a very 

pretty country church, St 
Maddern’s, which is filled to 
bursting point on these 

occasions. Before the church 
service the Naval Band and 

Guard of Honour lead a 
procession through the 
village to the church.  

 
 

 
 

The band playing at the church, the hymn, “For those in Peril on the Sea” is a 

particularly moving memory for me. 
 

The event is now well established and was founded by the Late Canon Michael Hocking 
a former Vicar of Madron who had served in the Navy. He died in 2013 aged 101. 
 

 
 

* 'Eglosmaddern' is the way 
it is written in one of the old 
records that I have seen. 

Eglos is cornish for 
Church,(Eglise in French, 

Eglwys in Welsh), and 
madden is the Cornish 
dialect for Madron, I 

understand. These records 
predate the present church 

of St. Mary's in Penzance.  
 

 
 
 

Tony 
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Home Groups  
– are a key part of Dronne Valley church life 

 

 
There are four to choose from: 
 
Alternate Tuesday mornings near Verteillac 10.00 for 10.30am. All are welcome. 

For more information contact Mike Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 
 
 

Alternate Tuesday evenings at 7.30pm near Ribérac  
For dates and location please contact  Gwyneth Marison 05 45 24 06 89 
 
 

Fortnightly on Tuesday mornings, 10.00 for 10.30am 
For dates and venue this month please contact Brian Cook on 05 45 98 43 00 
 
 

Fortnightly on Thursdays at 2.00pm at Ann Knight’s home, Chez Foucaud, 
Montboyer, between Chalais and Montmoreau 
Contact Ann for dates and directions – Ann Knight  05 45 98 22 17  
 
 

 
 

 

The groups are made up of friendly people who get together  
to talk over a small part of the Bible or another Christian  

book and enjoy a cup of coffee and cake.  
All of the groups are keen to welcome newcomers,  

but it’s a good idea to phone, so that we know you’re coming. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:gwyneth.rob@orange.fr
mailto:vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
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Bertric Burée Contacts: 
 

Priest with 

permission to 
officiate 

Brian Davies 05 53 91 19 90 briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

Licensed Lay 
Minister, 

Chaplaincy Warden 

Janis Adams 05 53 91 32 89 janadams2807@gmail.com 

Licensed Lay 

Minister, Synod 
Rep, Chaplaincy 
Rep 

Sheila 
Marshall 

05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Local Warden & 

Chaplaincy Rep 
Mike Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 mike.duncan@orange.fr 

Licensed Lay 
Minister, Diocesan 
and General Synod 

Rep for Europe 

Madeleine 
Holmes 

05 53 08 09 57 madeleine@peladis.plus.com 

Licensed Lay 
Minister 

Patrick 
Sturges 

05 5335 48 09 patsturges@aol.com 

Worship Leader Steve Long 05 53 91 96 48 steve_long@ntlworld.com 

Worship Leader 
Trevor 

Hodgkiss 
05 53 91 02 76 trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com 

Sunday School Kirsty Jones 05 53 81 03 85 kirstyflos@gmail.com 

Welcome Rota 
Peter 
Robinson 

05 53 91 45 15 pjrob123@hotmail.com 

Sunday Morning 
Coffee Team 

Suzanne 
Reason 

05 53 90 24 05 suz_reason@hotmail.com 

Reading Rota Pam Davies 05 53 91 19 90 briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

Intercessions and 

Prayer Chain 

Sheila 

Marshall 
05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Prayer Ministry 
Cathy & Brian 
Wheatcroft 

05 53 90 62 85 chezmillefleurs@aol.com 

Chalice Rota Brian Cook 05 45 98 43 00 vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk 

Music Organiser Keith Lowe 05 45 98 49 45 kihlowe@hotmail.com 

Pastoral Care 

Coordinator 
Pam Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 pam.duncan01@icloud.com 

Fund Raising  Marie Ricketts  09 83 77 46 69 meha50@hotmail.com 

Communications 
Tony & Jill 
Stephens 

05 45 60 62 84 jmac2@wanadoo.fr 

 

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:janadams2807@gmail.com
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:madeleine@peladis.plus.com
mailto:patsturges@aol.com
mailto:steve_long@ntlworld.com
mailto:trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com
mailto:kirstyflos@gmail.com
mailto:suz_reason@hotmail.com
mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
mailto:vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:kihlowe@hotmail.com
mailto:pam.duncan01@icloud.com
mailto:meha50@hotmail.com
mailto:jmac2@wanadoo.fr
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Previous editions of DV Church News can be found HERE 
 

The minutes of August’s Church Committee meeting is HERE 
 
 
 

The people in our church 

come from a wide range of 
church backgrounds and our 

worship reflects this diversity 

 
We warmly welcome you, 

wherever you are on your 

journey of faith 

 
 

  

Safeguarding Jill Stephens 05 45 60 62 84 jmac2@wanadoo.fr 

Stewardship, 

Church Committee 
David Jackson 05 46 86 49 66 dj.homemanager@yahoo.com 

Treasurer 
Mike Duncan 
– pro tem 

05 53 91 30 64 mike.duncan@orange.fr 

Committee Minutes 
Secretary 

Mary Eldon 05 53 91 35 56 david.eldon6@orange.fr 

Electoral Roll Jean Stocks 05 45 21 43 40 jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk 

Church Committee, 

Chap Aid 
Ian Jameson 05 16 29 02 36 ziggy@ovh.fr 

Church Committee 

and Upper Room 
Manager, Bring-and-

share lunches 

Ann Knight 05 45 98 22 17 ann@daveandannknight.co.uk 

Church Committee, 
Church Flowers 

Glenys 
Bogardis 

05 53 90 13 64 bogardis.glenys@orange.fr 

Newsletter Editor Keith Gunn  keithalangunn@gmail.com 

http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/index.php/dv-church-newsletters/
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchMinutesAugust2017.pdf
mailto:jmac2@wanadoo.fr
mailto:dj.homemanager@yahoo.com
mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:david.eldon6@orange.fr
mailto:jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:ziggy@ovh.fr
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
mailto:bogardis.glenys@orange.fr
mailto:keithalangunn@gmail.com
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C L A SS I FI ED  A D VER T S  C L A S S IF IE D  A D V ER T S  
 

Greetings Cards  

 
 

Pam’s handmade cards for all occasions, in aid of Church funds, are available following 
all services.   
 

Orders are welcome for special occasions:  
Pam Davies - 05 53 91 19 90     briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 
 

 

I am a registered, fully insured, cleaner 
 

Available for temporary or permanent work and can do one-off 'pre-
opening' cleans for holiday rentals, clean up after your party or just a 

few hours as and when required. 
Commercial or domestic premises. 

 
I am based in the Charras / Montbron area, but I am 'cleaner can 

travel’.  
For a several hours in a day I would be willing to travel as far as Bertric 
Burrée. 

I can be contacted initially at radloulou@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Laura Connor  
Siret no 750803009 00018 under the Auto Entrepreneur scheme 

 

 
  

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:radloulou@yahoo.co.uk
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ould you like to use a qualified & registered builder from 
your own congregation?   

 
ENTREPRISE SIMON GEGG - Laudibertie 

24410 FESTALEMPS  
Restoration & conversion of old stone buildings. 
 

Project management  
• Carpentry: wide board oak flooring; chestnut & pine floors; balconies; windows, 

doors & stairs supplied & fitted 
• Drylining; plastering; tiling; terracing 

• Roofing & General building 
• All masonry work including Pierre de taille, moellon, rendering & pierre 

apparante 

 
Tel: 0553 90 36 22 (7pm to 9pm) or email Simongegg@outlook.com  

 
SIRET: 4353639300011  DECENNALE Insurance  Registered for TVA 

 

 
 
 

 
 

ANN KNIGHT – Soft furnishings, curtains, upholstery  
Do you have an old but comfy chair or sofa  
that needs sprucing up? Need some new curtains?  

 
Why not ask Ann for a professional quotation? 

Call 05 45 98 22 17 
 

Siret Number 529 194 946 00016 

 

 
 
 
 
 

W 

mailto:simongegg@outlook.com
tel:194%20946%2000016

