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The church is part of the worldwide Anglican communion,  
meeting at the landmark Church of St Peter and St Paul, Bertric Burée 

 

October 2020 
The News can be printed out or read on your computer  
 – in which case the links will take you to further content.  

 
 

Steve and Jenny Long hosted an RAF afternoon to commemorate the 

80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain, 15th September. This display 
includes a Spitfire painted by church member Roger Adams. More HERE 
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Very important note – 
 

If you plan to come to a service, please reply to the email which told you 
about forthcoming services,  

If you’re new to church, or in doubt about how to communicate, contact 
Rosemary Robinson rosemarybertric@hotmail.com  

Because we need to carefully fit you into the church, it is necessary to know 

that you’ll be with us by midday Saturday. If you haven’t booked, and the 
church is full when you arrive, we may have to turn you away. We really 

don’t want this to happen! 

The layout of the church looks very different - chairs in the church are now 

arranged with suitable distances between individuals and couples, with six in 

a row, large gaps between each pair and large gaps between each row.   

As you come into church it is important to fill the front seats first (!), and 

then each row in turn - the Welcomers will advise you.  

 

Prayer Ministry will be offered after the services, with appropriate 

protocols.   
 

 

Sunday 4 October 10:30 We join the Chaplaincy service online, at home 

Sunday 11 October 10:30 Harvest Celebration, with Steve Long 

Wednesday 14 October 11:00 
Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion, with 

Revd Andy Horlock 

Sunday 18 October 10:30 We join the Chaplaincy service online, at home 

Sunday 25 October 10:30 
Holy Communion, with Revd Brian Davies and 
Sheila Marshall 

mailto:rosemarybertric@hotmail.com
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 continues each Sunday 
and Monday, Wednesday and Friday - details

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
You are warmly invited to join Rev Liz Morris 

for Morning Prayer via Zoom 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 09:30  

 

and 
 

You are warmly invited to join Rev Tony Lomas  
for Evening Prayer via Zoom  

Tuesday and Thursday at 18:00 
 

For the Zoom links contact Tony 
 

The latest news from the Chaplaincy is Here 
 

 

http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/churchonline/services-and-sermons/
http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/churchonline/services-and-sermons/
mailto:revtonylomas@gmail.com
http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/churchonline/prayer-requests/
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On Tuesday 15th September, to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the 

Battle of Britain, a few local ex-RAF officers and those with RAF connections 

met in the back garden of La Gare at St Aulaye.   

The marquee was decorated with flags, a display of RAF Badges relevant to 
those present, and a list of the RAF pilots who lost their lives on 15th 

September 1940. 

Everyone enjoyed sparkling wine and canapes and when sunset was declared 

the RAF Ensign was lowered, to the music of the RAF Central Band's Evening 

Hymn and The Last Post - leaving few dry eyes amongst the veterans.  

The evening was one of the series of events which have been held to raise 

funds in memory of Janis Adams.  

The Spitfire painting in the photo is by Roger Adams - who was present as a 

guest. 150€ was donated to Fondation Arc through the church’s ChapAid 

arrangement. 

Jenny Long 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TmpRnXPNfq8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TmpRnXPNfq8
https://www.fondation-arc.org/
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Bob Donovan sent us this poem written by his late and  
much-missed wife Barbara, who died eight months ago. 
 

 

A priori 
 
Too late, I came     

Death had already been      

And with her gentle hand before           

Had closed your eyes        

And opened wide the door      

And you were gone. 

                         
Barbara Donovan  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
During October Bertric Burée’s  

Book Barn  
is open before and after church  
Sunday 11th and 25th October 

 

See DVN for info about future midweek opening 
 

We’re sorting out the bookshelves, please bear with any untidiness! 
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Ann Knight says – 
 

There are no sunflowers surrounding our land now - they’ve all been harvested. 
The ground is parched and dry and in much need of rain!  

(Ed: Ann wrote this 18th September!) 
 

 
The flowers in the wildflower-beds are brown and brittle, but hopefully they’ll 

produce lots of seeds that will burst into bloom again next year.  
 

The trees in the distance will now be the focus, as autumn approaches and we 
watch them change colour each month.    
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Is it only birds that sing? 
 

‘Is it only birds that sing?’ 
The child asked. 

The grandmother 
Thought a while 
And in her mind 

Looked back 
Through distant years. 

Her memory 
Dim and faded now 

Recalled a song 
That no bird sang 
A soft and gentle 

Lullaby unlike 
The rippling trills 

Of Nightingale 
And Thrush 

‘Once upon a time 
There was song  

People sang  
Of Love and hope 

 
Regret or pain 

 The Crying babe 
Was hushed  
With gentle 

Whispered airs  
The world was 
Full of song’. 

‘What went wrong?’ 
The child asked. 

Her grandmother 
Thought a while 

‘There was a reason 
 The singing stopped, 
I’ve forgotten why’. 
‘Can we sing now?’ 

The child asked. 
‘No, my dear 
Our World’s  

Forgotten how’. 
 

© Nicolette Gunn 
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a Greenpeace news item….   
 

“Three years after Blue Planet 2 changed the conversation on plastic, 
Attenborough’s latest - as he describes it, ‘his witness statement’ - hopes to do the 
same for the extinction crisis we’re in the midst of. 
 

Part career retrospective, part call to action, Attenborough views the decline of 
nature through a particularly personal lens. Where he once saw orangutans 
swinging from a lush rainforest in Borneo, now there is no forest and just a single 
ape. 

 

The Guardian describes the film, which will be on Netflix from October 4th, as a 
‘short, sharp, shocking lesson.’” 

Greenpeace 
 

 

 

 
 
 

a Restricted Randonée 
 

Just a thought as we go into the Autumn..... 
I have had a few enquiries and with current restrictions very much in mind I 

am happy to arrange a Randonée for 10 people before winter sets in. I 
propose a walk starting from our home in Bonnes, to be followed by a buffet 

lunch at the beginning of November (perhaps bring-and-share?) With a 
maximum of 10 we will be able to observe social distancing inside and out, 

whatever the weather, and could even manage an entry and exit system but, 
if you are at all unsure, rest assured that the Bertric Burée Walking Group will 

be reconvening as soon as we are through the current crisis - hopefully by the 
spring.  

So, if you have an interest in a walk in early November, can you let me know 

by email: jakimoorhouse@aol.com 
I have observed small groups out walking so we would not be setting a 

precedent.  
Jaki Moorhouse 

 

mailto:jakimoorhouse@aol.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=64R2MYUt394
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/
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During this time of lockdown, some of us have been enjoying again a selection of the 

musical ‘greats’. Handel’s masterpiece must surely be a favourite for many of us. 
 
There’s a local connection for me here where I live in Salisbury…..Handel visited the 

city in 1739 and stayed with Mr James Harris of Malmesbury House in the Close. 
Handel put on a concert for him in the room above St Ann’s Gate. 

 
Nearly 300 years ago, a shy and reclusive scholar from Cambridge University offered 
an old friend a collection from Scripture to put to music. The arranger of that libretto 

was Charles Jennens, and his musical friend was George Frideric Handel, by then a 
well-recognised  composer of operas and oratorios, who had already written two 

oratorios about the Messiah, in Italy (La Resurezzione, 1708) and in Germany (The 
Brockes Passion, 1716).  

Jennens was a wealthy 18th-century 
English aristocrat and scholar who 
never asked for a penny for 
arranging many libretti for Handel, 

and he helped establish the 
composer's immortal fame and 

popularity. Jennens was devoutly 
religious, lived reclusively in his 
Leicestershire mansion and had a 

profound love of music. 

Handel collaborated with his friend. 
Jennens assembled the words and 

completed it all in 1741. The libretto 
of Handel’s Messiah comes directly 

from the Bible. The primary source 
was the King James or Authorized 
Version. For all but one of the Psalm 

texts, however, he used the 1662 
Book of Common Prayer.  

 
 

George Frideric Handel 
 

 
Altogether, the words are taken from 81 Bible verses that come from 14 different 

books of the Bible.  Of these books, Isaiah is quoted the most frequently (21 verses) 
followed by Psalms (15 verses) and 1 Corinthians 15 - the great resurrection chapter 
(10 verses).  
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The rest of the story of the best-known sacred oratorio ever written is history. God 
has blessed Handel and Jennens. The music is often quoted as a ‘Miracle of our Lord’ 

as it had been written in just over three weeks, but in fact it was common to 
compose at great speed in those days. Handel’s next oratorio, Samson, took just a 

month.  
 
 

Each time Handel performed Messiah over the years, certain parts got changed a bit.  
In many cases he changed solos around based on the abilities of the particular 

soloists he hired to sing on each occasion. There are a couple of cases where an 
entirely different piece with lyrics from an entirely different set of Bible verses were 

substituted from one concert to the next.  So, there’s no one definitive version of 
Handel’s Messiah.  Written originally for a small choir and orchestra, there have been 
many versions of his music. 

The first performance was in Dublin in a music hall in April 1742 and it was a great 
success (The audience swelled to a record 700 (the hall officially held 600) and ladies 

had heeded pleas by management to wear dresses “without hoops” in order to make 
“Room for more company.” Gentlemen had been requested to ‘Come without 
swords’. 

Amassing a fortune through his music and shrewd investments in London’s burgeoning 
stock market, Handel donated generously to orphans, retired musicians and the sick.  

He gave his portion of The Messiah debut proceeds to a debtors’ prison and hospital in 
Dublin. 
Presented for the first time in London, in a Covent Garden theatre in 1743, The 

Messiah was not so well received.  In fact, it didn’t become a favourite in England 
until the 1750’s when Handel began to perform it for charity, as he had done in 

Dublin.  Benevolent and wealthy London society flocked to hear ‘The Messiah’ in 
Captain Coram’s new Foundling Hospital ‘for the education and maintenance of 
exposed and deserted young children’ and Handel later bequeathed the charity a 

manuscript. 

Coram’s Foundling Hospital 
 

Although Handel had written innumerable operas, oratorios, cantata, duets, trios and 
concertos, in addition to a great many ecclesiastical works, there is little doubt about 

his own fondness for The Messiah.  His annual benefit concerts for his favourite 
charity – the Foundling Hospital—always included The Messiah.   
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In 1759, when he was blind and in failing health, he insisted on attending an April 6 
performance of the work at the Theatre Royal in Covent Garden.  Eight days later, 

Handel died at home. He left the bulk of his fortune to charities.  How different from 
Mozart, who died a pauper. 
 

Abroad, Handel’s reputation—and that of his best-known composition—only 
continued to grow.  Mozart paid Handel the supreme compliment of re-

orchestrating The Messiah in 1789.  Even Mozart confessed himself to be humbled in 
the face of Handel’s genius.  Beethoven himself, citing The Messiah, said Handel was 

the ‘Greatest composer that ever lived’. 
 
Today around the UK, and indeed the world, The Messiah forms part of the annual 

repertoire of many professional and amateur choirs, still moving, thrilling and 
challenging audiences with majestic music, Biblical words and a chance to hear again 

the story of God’s plan of salvation. 

 
John Collins 

 
 
 

 
Ed: This is one of the 

performances of “Messiah” 
available on youtube  
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JH3T6YwwU9s
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Dronne Valley Church Contacts 

Priest with 

permission to 
officiate 

Brian Davies 05 53 91 19 90 briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

Priest with 
permission to 

officiate 

Andy Horlock +44 7952 180370 andyhorlock@hotmail.com 

Licensed Lay 

Minister, Synod 
Rep, Chaplaincy 
Rep 

Sheila 
Marshall 

05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Worship Leader Steve Long 05 53 91 96 48 steve_long@ntlworld.com 

Warden 
Rosemary 
Robinson 

05 53 91 45 15 rosemarybertric@hotmail.com 

Warden Ann Knight 05 45 98 22 17 anniechezfoucaud@gmail.com 

Worship Leader 
Trevor 
Hodgkiss 

05 53 91 02 76 trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Martin Garfoot 05 53 91 28 32 bertriccomms@gmail.com 

Sunday Morning 
Coffee Team 

Suzanne 
Reason 

05 53 90 24 05 suz_reason@hotmail.com 

Intercessions and 
Prayer Chain 

Sheila 
Marshall 

05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Prayer Ministry 
Cathy & Brian 
Wheatcroft 

05 53 90 62 85 chezmillefleurs@aol.com 

Welcome Rota Liz Elliot-Pyle 05 45 98 15 71 lizelliotpyle@hotmail.fr 

Music Organiser Keith Lowe 05 45 98 49 45 kihlowe@hotmail.com 

Pastoral Care 
Coordinator 

Pam Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 pam.duncan01@icloud.com 

Sunday School 
please contact 
Wardens 

  

Communications Carol Garfoot 05 53 91 28 32 bertriccomms@gmail.com 

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:andyhorlock@hotmail.com
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:steve_long@ntlworld.com
mailto:rosemarybertric@hotmail.com
mailto:anniechezfoucaud@gmail.com
mailto:trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com
mailto:bertriccomms@gmail.com
mailto:suz_reason@hotmail.com
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
mailto:lizelliotpyle@hotmail.fr
mailto:kihlowe@hotmail.com
mailto:pam.duncan01@icloud.com
mailto:bertriccomms@gmail.com
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The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine Prayer Diary for October is HERE 
 

 
Minutes of the Church Committee’s recent meetings are here 

10 June   1 July   15 July 
 
 

Earlier editions of DV Church News can be found HERE 

 
 

Dronne Valley Church Contacts continued 

Safeguarding Dave Knight 05 45 98 22 17 chezfoucaud@gmail.com 

Committee Minutes 
Secretary 

Gerald 
Lambourn   

05 47 94 11 54  gerald.lambourn@aol.fr 

Electoral Roll Jean Stocks 05 45 21 43 40 jean0st0cks@gmail.com 

Church Committee, 

Chap Aid 
Ian Jameson 05 16 29 02 36 ziggy@ovh.fr 

Chalice Rota 
Roy 
Southworth 

05 45 98 32 84 ramblerman15@gmail.com 

Bible Reader Rota 
Book Barn Librarian 

David Jackson 05 46 86 49 66 dj.homemanager@yahoo.com 

Church Committee Martin Tylee  eelyt52@talktalk.net 

Environment 
Micheline 

Heeley 
 contact Micheline via a warden 

Stewardship Mike Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 mike.duncan@orange.fr 

Upper Room 
Manager 

Geoff Cogger  geocoggs3@gmail.com 

Upper Room 
Manager 

Mark Barber  msbarbies@hotmail.com 

Facebook Editor 
Trish 

Wilkinson 
 trishandbrian@cegetel.net 

Randonée Organiser 
Jaki 
Moorhouse 

 jakimoorhouse@aol.com 

Newsletter Editor Keith Gunn +44 1747 821144 keithalangunn@gmail.com 

http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/images/stories/pdf_files/2020octoberprayer.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchMinutes10June2020.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchMinutes01July2020.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchMinutes15July2020.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/index.php/dv-church-newsletters/
mailto:chezfoucaud@gmail.com
mailto:gerald.lambourn@aol.fr
mailto:jean0st0cks@gmail.com
mailto:ziggy@ovh.fr
mailto:ramblerman15@gmail.com
mailto:dj.homemanager@yahoo.com
mailto:eelyt52@talktalk.net
mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:geocoggs3@gmail.com
mailto:msbarbies@hotmail.com
mailto:trishandbrian@cegetel.net
mailto:jakimoorhouse@aol.com
mailto:keithalangunn@gmail.com

