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Randonnées go 

Upmarket 
 
September’s randonée  

finished in style,  
with a visit to the  

Chateau de la Mercerie  
in Magnac Lavalette 
 

more here 
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*Reminder that clocks will have gone back   
 
 

 ◊ A Bring-and-Share lunch in the Upper Room follows this service. 
Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and glass. 

We invite a donation of 1€50 towards the cost of bread  
and wine which will be supplied 

 

Please join us for tea and proper coffee across the road 
in the Upper Room after the Sunday morning services 

 
The Book Barn is out of action for the time being  

We’ll let you know when it re-opens 

 
 

 

 
The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine Prayer Diary for October is HERE 

 
 
 

 

  

Sunday 6 October 10:30 Service of the Word, with Trevor Hodgkiss 

Sunday 6 October 18:00 Evensong, with Sheila Marshall 

Wednesday 9 October 11:00 
Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion, with 

Revd Brian Davies 

Sunday 13 October ◊ 10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Andy Horlock 

Sunday 20 October 10:30 Family Service, with Steve Long 

Sunday 27 October 10:30* 
Holy Communion, Healing Service, with Revd Brian 
Davies 

http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/images/stories/pdf_files/2019octoberprayer.pdf
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Rosemary Robinson says: 

 
“We are planning to start a new a new bible 
study group in October. It will meet in the 

Upper Room on Tuesday mornings starting 15th 
October - fortnightly, alternating with the 

Verteillac Home Group - led by Revd Brian 
Cook, who will be using the original Greek text 
of the Acts of the Apostles to bring out the 

subtle meanings that can escape us 
when we read in the English 

Translation.” 
 
 

Please email Rosemary if you are interested in coming,  
she needs to know how big a cake to bake! 

rosemarybertric@hotmail.com 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Prayer ministry is offered at Bertric Burée by members of the team at the 

services on Sundays in the vestry or side chapel. Please take advantage of 
this for anything for which you would like prayer support. 

 
On the 1st and 3rd Sundays this is available after the service and on 
the 2nd and 4th Sundays during the serving of communion 

 
Prayer ministry is also available after each service in the Upper 

Room 
 

To help you to identify members of the team, we will be 
wearing these white dove badges. 
 

Cathy and Brian Wheatcroft 05 53 90 62 85  
chezmillefleurs@aol.com 

 

 
  

mailto:rosemarybertric@hotmail.com
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
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- a reflection on its first five years by Ann Knight 
 
 

 
 

Who would have thought that from a conversation in a cold vestry, after morning 
church one Sunday morning in the winter of 2014 that a seed would be planted and 
grow? 

 
“Wouldn’t it be great if we could find a building in the village where we could meet 

for tea and coffee and somewhere for the children to be together, rather than in 
here” 
“Just imagine what else we could do” 

 
And so, from this idea, this 

vision, driven by Sue Gamon and 
Mike Duncan and bathed in 

prayer, they set about seeking 
out a suitable place.  God was 
obviously with us all at BB, as a 

lease on a house was acquired 
not 50 metres from the church.  

A house that was close, but not 
fit for purpose.  Many hours of 
prayer and discussion followed 

as to what this building could be 
used for.   

 
The church sensed that God was calling us to grow a sense of community, both 
within the church and the wider community.  We’d discussed how, when the building 

was ready, the church would use this as outreach, offering hospitality to the wider 
community.  It was hoped it would be used as a drop-in centre, for coffee, a chat, 

prayer, as well as Sunday School and Messy Church.  Also, that we would hold social 
events and shared lunches to enable this widely distributed church to grow 
friendships and support. 

 
With the church community catching the vision, a small group of volunteers began 

the hard work of clearing the building of rubbish and started to refurbish what 
became known as ‘The Upper Room’ Acts 1:13 In addition to organising fundraising 
events, we obtained a loan from the Chaplaincy in order to make progress.   

 
Extensive planning and work were needed in order to bring the building into use 

and this was achieved with the hard work, dedication and commitment of a small 
group of people.  New toilets and the kitchen were installed, and after church on 
Sunday, we were eager to gather there!  There was some heating!!  

 
 

 
 
 

 

https://www.biblica.com/bible/?osis=NIV:Acts.1.12-Acts.1.14
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On Saturday afternoon, 7th November 2015, the 

Upper Room was formally dedicated and opened. 
We celebrated with a glass of fizz and lovely food 
provided by the restaurant across the road, Aux 

Petits Oignons and we were pleased to welcome 
our church family and neighbours in the village.  

This all took place in time for Sue Gamon, the 
driving force behind the project, to see the vision 

she’d cherished, shared and nurtured come to life 
before she and her husband, Lionel returned to live 
in the UK. 

 
 

When Mike Duncan encouraged me to become the 
manager of the Upper Room, it was with his 
support and enthusiasm that I accepted.  It was 

quite a daunting task wondering how to proceed as 
I was stepping into the unknown. The role 

description provides you with insight to some of 
the tasks involved. 
 

After a short time in the post, it was suggested that I form a committee to help. That 
committee consisted of people volunteering their time and talents and everyone 

worked hard to come up with good and practical ideas which we pursued.  As some 
of those people moved on it was with great joy that others got involved.  The 
committee now has responsibility not only for the Upper Room, but for all fundraising 

and social events. Through the fundraising we have been able to enhance the 
facilities of the Upper Room.  We have been blessed with new double-glazed 

windows (funded by very generous benefactors) a new cooker which has enabled us 
to cater for more people and events within the Upper Room and much more. 
 

The Book Barn was established after a huge donation of books was given. This has 
since been refurbished to look more like a library with shelving to house and stack 

the books instead of them being cramped in boxes.  This facility has proved to be 
another source of outreach, always being open on Sunday after the service.  People 
just turn up and browse and are always encouraged to join us for coffee in the Upper 

Room.  
 

Within the Upper Room another library was established when a large donation of 
religious books was made, and this became known as the Colin Pratt Library. 
 

Having the Upper Room has meant we have been able to hold social and 
fundraising events and some of those have become well established into the yearly 

calendar, such as the monthly Bring and Share, Easter Sunrise breakfast and the 
Valentine’s dinner.  More latterly we have introduced an American themed 

Thanksgiving dinner. Wine Bingo, and the yearly themed supper dances such as 
50/60s and 80/90s nights, all planned by the committee have all been a huge 
success, providing more opportunity for community outreach and funding for the 

Chaplaincy.   
 

Part of my remit as the Upper Room manager has been to establish contact with 
other English-speaking organisations within surrounding areas with a view to them 
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using the facilities.  As a result, the Upper Room has been used by Cancer Support 

France, for art classes, and to run First Aid and Defibrillator training.  It is regularly 
used by groups such as the Knit and Natter, for Bible study and prayer together with 
Sunday School and Alpha courses.  All have benefited from the facilities the Upper 

Room provides. 
 

The garden has proved a real bonus if also extra work keeping it tidy.  This year’s 
Summer Fete raised over 2,500€ but more importantly, it has enabled us to fulfil the 
vision for reaching out to the wider French community. 

 
The church has come a long way from huddling in the cold vestry for teas and coffee 

and Sunday school.  The UR has provided a place for the congregation to come 
together enjoying fellowship and allowing relationships to grow and 

community to develop because of it.   
 
The success of the Upper Room would not have happened without much prayer, 

dedication, enthusiasm and the hard work of a great team and many 
volunteers. It is truly a blessing both in terms of growth outreach into the 

community and financial rewards through the many activities that have taken place 
there.  After being the Upper Room Manager for five years, I’ve now decided the 
time is right for me to step down and seek new ways of serving God.  

 
I would like to say “thank you” to everyone for the privilege of being the first 

manager of the Upper Room and being able to serve my church family and God in 
this way.  I pray that whoever feels led to take over this role will continue to seek 
God’s guidance as this outreach grows and they lead the Upper Room into its next 

phase.   
 

Ann Knight  

 
 

  

mailto:jean0st0cks@gmail.com
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 began badly. Woke up at seven just coming out of an awful nightmare 

where most of the family were being oppressed, physically attacked and all were 

crying. That must have been brought on by recent election results.  
 
It’s great being back ‘home’ in the UK and hearing the familiar accents and totally 

understanding all the people. Actually, that’s not strictly true. Home certainly is 
Birmingham, so some of the accents are familiar, but as I am not fluent in Japanese, 

Chinese, or any of the many languages of the Indian sub-continent it is possible to 
feel nearly as lost in Birmingham as in the Dordogne.  
 

In France, once local people had stopped greeting you, talking about the weather 
and the prices going up in Leclerc, I would find myself falling away rapidly from my 

comfort zone (wherever that may be – can you fall from it?). Reading French is no 
problem and writing not impossible; but a combination of my auricular problems and 
our local accent, so different from the Parisian French I studied years ago at school, 

made me anxious when I saw a neighbour approach. In fact, on bad days, if I was 
near the house I would run inside and shut the door before they could see me. Me, a 

coward? No. Well, yes. It was so easy to feel one was giving offence either by 
answering inaccurately or by not allowing the conversation to continue naturally. But 
how could it continue if my vocabulary had run out? 

 
It was worse at the doctor’s. Our usual GP studied in the UK and has perfect English. 

But when the locum was in attendance my brain froze and all vocabulary 
disappeared - even ‘bonjour’ which I stuttered over. This happened more than    

once.  One day, once the initial greetings were over, she looked at me and smiled, I 
looked back and smiled. All the French I had ever learnt, including my normal 
repertoire of words, gestures and even Franglais disappeared out of my brain. I was 

brain dead, or so it felt, but couldn’t give that as my reason for being there, or 
indeed, any other reason.  She smiled, I smiled, so I took out my notebook and 

pencil and I wrote down why I was there and handed it to her. ‘Ah’! She said, her 
eyes twinkling. And then she repeated back to me all the nouns and descriptions of 
illness I had used. They were mostly the same word, spoken with a French accent. 

After that we became great friends, using mainly sign language like ‘get on the 
couch'. 

 
I was driven to write this account, because today began badly for me, even allowing 
for the nightmares. I miss my phone, I need my phone, I want my phone. Why do 

we rely on the mobile phone so much?  
 

It was only when it stopped working yesterday that I realized I needed to send a 
number of emails to family and friends with the mundane piece of prose ‘phone out 
of order please, use email’. 

I had thought of putting this news to music, making a song and therefore making 
some money. Or perhaps it was time for an ode or a sonnet, or even turn it into a 

puzzle or code. Why are messages these days so abrupt, factual, unfriendly and 
boring? Remember the days when the shortest of correspondence began ‘Dear Sir or 
Madam’? And ended ‘Yours faithfully’ (I never quite understood how one could prove 

that). 
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Back to my old mobile phone. It wouldn’t receive or send messages 
anymore. I discovered that there was ‘no money on it’. But on 
reading the instructions I found that for calls to Orange to ‘top up’, 

the number is 450 - in case you need it - but don’t use it, it doesn’t 
seem to work.  

 
My morning was desolate and filled with worry. How was I going to manage?  
I took out the new Nokia our son had given me. Well, after two hours reading the 

manual, holding the phone carefully, I realized that as my hand turned so did the 
picture on the front from portrait to landscape (an hour’s thought sorted that one 

out). I avoided trying to get the internet as it would have been easier to fly the 
space shuttle. And as for sending a basic message, well a carrier pigeon would have 

been faster. How these young people learn all this stuff is beyond me. 
 
I am now getting now to the point of this article. I picked up the house phone and 

after a tussle with Google found the number for Orange where you can actually 
speak to a real person. What a joy! He spoke perfect, beautiful English with a lovely 

Indian accent. He was patient, kind and kept calling me Jennifer. Good job he didn’t 
know my age – oh, I’ve just remembered, he knew my date of birth.  Well, he must 
have had a laugh when he asked me if there was anything else.  

 
‘Yes’, I replied, unaware of the double entendre, ‘I would love your phone number so 

that I can call you again if I need you.’ 

 Jennifer Gray 2019 

 
 
 
 

Mike Duncan writes about – 
 

 

As your Stewardship Officer you’d normally you’d expect me to major on one 
important element of the Stewardship Trinity, Treasure or our money. But no, just as 

important in the life of this church are our Time and Talents. We are a growing 
church and we give thanks and glory to God for that. Within that growth we have a 
great resource of talents, gifts and energy which I’m sure we all would want to fully 

employ in our Lord’s service. We are the body of Christ and we each of us has an 
important role to play just as the limbs of a body in a person does. 

 
These are just some of the areas in which your talents would be welcome… 

 
We shall soon be needing a Manager for the Upper Room to work 
alongside the committee. Ann has done a fantastic job since the opening of 

the UR and understandably wishes to step aside and spend some time 
waiting to see what God has in store for her numerous talents. 
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We’ve all been praying for the establishment of a viable Sunday School 

and plans are in place to provide this on the 4th Sunday each month. Several 
of you have already volunteered to help with that, as assistants, but we do 
need a ‘Teacher’ to take overall responsibility, organise resources, etc. 

 
We have an excellent Theological Library in the UR which incorporates a 

valuable collection of theological books donated by Colin Pratt as a resource 
for the Chaplaincy. This has been added to and sorted and catalogued by 
Steve Long and now needs some more work to update it with new books. 

Steve is already stretched with his responsibility as Local Warden, Worship 
Leader and Musician. We need someone to take on the role of Librarian. 

 
We do need more help with driving the Sound Desk. It looks daunting but 

with instruction available it’s not at all too difficult. Why not have a go one 
day? 
 

Our dear friend Glenys lovingly provided Flower Decorations for church 
services until she left to return to the UK. It would be invaluable to have 

someone who would take responsibility for that. 
 
We are really short of Musicians to accompany our singing in church. We 

are so grateful to Keith, Steve and John for what they do and it would be 
great if they were available for every service here, but, there are 6 a month, 

so if you have a musical talent which you are keeping to yourself please 
share it. What about joining/developing the singing group? The Bible 
encourages us all put our lights on a stand and not to hide them under a 

bowl. Makes sense really! 
 

We are truly blessed with the time and talents available and being employed here at 
B-B and so thankful for your willingness to ‘give yourselves’ to our Lord in this way. I 
read somewhere that what would please God most is that we use the gifts and 

talents that He has so generously given us. If you’re interested in any of the above 
vacancies and, after careful and prayerful consideration, feel moved to help, do 

speak to one of the Wardens. 
 
May God bless you, whatever you decide to do. 

Mike Duncan – Stewardship Officer 
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Our 'swallows' are already heading north, so we had an end-of-summer 

extravaganza for our 19th September walk. 

 
The focal point this month was, unusually, not the walk - although we 

did have an excellent Randonnée centred on the hamlet of Magnac 
Lavalette which drew a fantastic number of walkers. 

 

Perhaps the idea of lunch in the market Hall at the restaurant Lavalette 
in Villebois Lavalette..... 
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…or perhaps the highlight for many was the guided tour of the Chateau de la 
Mercerie back in Magnac Lavalette (see page 1) This drew an even bigger group and 

was declared a great success, with everyone agog at the extraordinary history of this 
'folly'.  

 
A super venue to take your guests to next summer. 

Jaki Moorhouse 
 
 

- would like to thank the Verteillac Home Group and dear Friends who organised a 
time of quiet reflection and music at Bertric Burée on 27th August simultaneously 

with the service in Somerset for their son  who had lost his 

battle with cancer.  

 
Many people who came to service at Bertric Burée commented on such a lovely, 

peaceful and meditative service and that the canapés and fizz afterwards was an 
unexpected celebration of James Ashley’s life!

 

 
 
 

  

https://www.francethisway.com/places/chateau-de-la-mercerie.php
https://www.francethisway.com/places/chateau-de-la-mercerie.php
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The people in our church 
come from a wide range of 

church backgrounds and our 
worship reflects this diversity 

We warmly welcome you, 
wherever you are on your 

journey of faith 
 

 
 

 
 

Previous editions of DV Church News can be found HERE 

 

The minutes of August’s Church Committee meeting are HERE 

  

http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/index.php/dv-church-newsletters/
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchMinutesAugust2019.pdf
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Home Groups  
– are a key part of Dronne Valley church life 

 

There are six to choose from: 
 
Alternate Mondays in Nontron Meeting chez Ricketts 14.00 till 15.30 

Contact Marie Ricketts 09 83 77 46 69 for more info and directions 
 

Alternate Tuesday mornings near Verteillac 10.00 for 10.30. All are welcome. 
For more information contact Mike Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 
 

 

Fortnightly on Tuesday mornings, 10.00 for 10.30 
For dates and venue this month please contact Brian Cook on 05 45 98 43 00 
 

Monthly at Chez Noury, Le Fouilloux, 17270  14:00 for 14:30 
David and Julie-Ann Jackson invite you to this group which meets in their home.  

Check future meeting dates with them: David and Julie-Ann 05 46 86 49 66  
 

Usually fortnightly on Thursdays at 2.00pm, but can vary depending on who's 
available, at Ann Knight’s home, Chez Foucaud, Montboyer, between Chalais and 

Montmoreau 
Contact Ann for dates and directions – Ann Knight  05 45 98 22 17  

 
Alternate Tuesday evenings in St Aulaye 19:00 for 19:30 (alt. to Verteillac group 
weeks) at Steve and Jenny Long’s home, La Gare, St Aulaye 

Further info from Steve or Jenny  05 53 91 96 48 
 

 

The groups are made up of friendly people who get together  
to talk over a small part of the Bible or another Christian  

book and enjoy a cup of coffee and cake.  
All of the groups are keen to welcome newcomers,  

but it’s a good idea to phone, so that we know you’re coming. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:meha50@hotmail.com
mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:dj.homemanager@yahoo.com
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
mailto:steve_long@ntlworld.com
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Dronne Valley Church Contacts 

Priest with 

permission to 
officiate 

Brian Davies 05 53 91 19 90 briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

Priest with 
permission to 
officiate 

Andy Horlock 05 53 90 49 32 andyhorlock@hotmail.com 

Licensed Lay 
Minister, 

Chaplaincy Warden 

Janis Adams 05 53 91 32 89 janadams2807@gmail.com 

Licensed Lay 

Minister, Synod 
Rep, Chaplaincy 

Rep 

Sheila 
Marshall 

05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Worship Leader 

Warden 
Steve Long 05 53 91 96 48 steve_long@ntlworld.com 

Warden 
Rosemary 

Robinson 
05 53 91 45 15 rosemarybertric@hotmail.com 

Worship Leader 
Trevor 
Hodgkiss 

05 53 91 02 76 trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 
Peter 
Robinson 

05 53 91 45 15 pjrob123@hotmail.com 

Sunday Morning 

Coffee Team 

Suzanne 

Reason 
05 53 90 24 05 suz_reason@hotmail.com 

Intercessions and 

Prayer Chain 

Sheila 

Marshall 
05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Prayer Ministry 
Cathy & Brian 
Wheatcroft 

05 53 90 62 85 chezmillefleurs@aol.com 

Welcome Rota Liz Elliot-Pyle 05 45 98 15 71 lizelliotpyle@hotmail.fr 

Music Organiser Keith Lowe 05 45 98 49 45 kihlowe@hotmail.com 

Pastoral Care 

Coordinator 
Pam Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 pam.duncan01@icloud.com 

Sunday School   Contact a warden for info 

Communications Carol Garfoot 05 53 91 28 32 bertriccomms@gmail.com 

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:andyhorlock@hotmail.com
mailto:janadams2807@gmail.com
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:steve_long@ntlworld.com
mailto:rosemarybertric@hotmail.com
mailto:trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com
mailto:suz_reason@hotmail.com
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
mailto:lizelliotpyle@hotmail.fr
mailto:kihlowe@hotmail.com
mailto:pam.duncan01@icloud.com
mailto:bertriccomms@gmail.com
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Dronne Valley Church Contacts 

Safeguarding Janis Adams 05 53 91 32 89 janadams2807@gmail.com 

Committee Minutes 
Secretary 

Jennifer Long 05 53 91 96 48 jennifera.long@ntlworld.com 

Electoral Roll Jean Stocks 05 45 21 43 40 jean0st0cks@gmail.com 

Church Committee, 

Chap Aid 
Ian Jameson 05 16 29 02 36 ziggy@ovh.fr 

Chalice Rota 
Roy 

Southworth 
 ramblerman15@gmail.com 

Church Committee 

and Upper Room 
Manager, Bring-and-

share lunches 

Ann Knight 05 45 98 22 17 ann@daveandannknight.co.uk 

Church Committee, 
Church Flowers 

vacancy   

Environment 
Micheline 

Heeley 
 Contact Micheline via a warden 

Randonée Organiser 
Jaki 

Moorhouse 
 jakimoorhouse@aol.com 

Newsletter Editor Keith Gunn +44 1747 821144 keithalangunn@gmail.com 

mailto:janadams2807@gmail.com
mailto:jennifera.long@ntlworld.com
mailto:jean0st0cks@gmail.com
mailto:ziggy@ovh.fr
mailto:ramblerman15@gmail.com
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
mailto:jakimoorhouse@aol.com
mailto:keithalangunn@gmail.com
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C L A S S I F I E D  C H U R C H  A D V E R T S   

 
 

Greetings Cards  

 
 

Pam’s handmade cards for all occasions, in aid of Church funds, are available 

following all services.   
 

Orders are welcome for special occasions:  
Pam Davies - 05 53 91 19 90     briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

 

I am a registered, fully insured, cleaner 
 

Available for temporary or permanent work and can do one-off 'pre-
opening' cleans for holiday rentals, clean up after your party or just a 

few hours as and when required. 
Commercial or domestic premises. 

 
I am based in the Charras / Montbron area, but I am 'cleaner can 
travel’.  

For a several hours in a day I would be willing to travel as far as Bertric 
Burrée. 

I can be contacted initially at radloulou@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Laura Connor  
Siret no 750803009 00018 under the Auto Entrepreneur scheme 

 

 
 

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:radloulou@yahoo.co.uk
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Would you like to use a qualified & registered builder from your own 
congregation?   

 
ENTREPRISE SIMON GEGG –  

Laudibertie, 24410 FESTALEMPS  
Restoration & conversion of old stone buildings. 
 

Project management  
• Carpentry: wide board oak flooring; chestnut & pine floors; 

balconies; windows, doors & stairs supplied & fitted 
• Drylining; plastering; tiling; terracing 
• Roofing & General building 

• All masonry work including Pierre de taille, moellon, rendering & pierre 
apparante 

 
Tel: 0553 90 36 22 (7pm to 9pm) or email Simongegg@outlook.com  
 
SIRET: 4353639300011  DECENNALE Insurance  Registered for TVA 

 
 

 
 

 
ANN KNIGHT – Soft furnishings, curtains, upholstery  
Do you have an old but comfy chair or sofa  

that needs sprucing up? Need some new curtains?  
 

Why not ask Ann for a professional quotation? 
Call 05 45 98 22 17 

 
Siret Number 529 194 946 00016 

 
 

 
 
 

mailto:simongegg@outlook.com
tel:194%20946%2000016

