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◊ There will be a Bring-and-Share lunch  

following this service, in the Upper Room. 
Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and glass.  

We invite a donation of 1€50 towards the cost of  
bread and wine which will be supplied. 

 

Please join us for tea and coffee  

across the road in the Upper Room  
after each of the Sunday morning services 

 
The Book Barn is open after each morning service too 

 
 

 

Sunday 6 May  10:30 Service of the word, with Madeleine Holmes 

Sunday 6 May 18:00 Evensong, with Sheila Marshall 

Wednesday 9 May 11:00 
Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion, with 
Revd Brian Davies 

Sunday 13 May ◊ 10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Andy Horlock 

Pentecost Sunday 20 May 10:30 Family Service, with Janis Adams 

Sunday 27 May  10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Tony Lomas 
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Dear friends 
 

I love the changing seasons and enjoy the long summer days, the colours of autumn 
and the first snows, but the transition from winter into spring has to be my favourite 

with the signs of new life as the earth warms and the lengthening hours of daylight.  
We recently made a seven day trip back to England and just as we were leaving our 
new home in France I noticed that our fig tree was just beginning to show the 

emergence of green buds. A week later I was astonished to see full leaves and even 
the formation of small figs themselves. Now those of you who have regularly seen this 

transition must excuse my amazement – this is the first time for us! It’s a wonderful 
example of new life that comes with the changing season - the vitality, richness and 
abundance of God’s hand in creation.  

 

As we continue in the Easter season we are reminded that Jesus came to offer us a 
new beginning – to make all things new. It reminds me too of the words of Jesus 
when he said “I came that they may have life, and have it to the full” (NIV). Or as 

another translation puts it “may have it abundantly” (NRSV). This is God’s desire, but 
we sometimes need reassurance.  

 
David Adams writes, ‘We experience all the seasons in our lives. We go through many 
winters and springs. Sometimes the way is dull and cheerless yet we have the ability 

to turn towards the light. Even in the darkest days, through faith, we can be assured 
that spring will return. We can walk in the light and love of our God. I know many 

struggling people who have spring in their hearts and the light of a new dawn in their 
eyes. I see people surviving great storms because they know that they are not alone 
and that they are loved. These are resurrection people who carry Easter and spring in 

their whole being’. 
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If we are aware of what is going on around us, there is plenty to lower our spirits. We 
must make sure that the depressing and wearisome do not take us over completely. 

Rather to look for the signs of God around us - whether this is the joy of seeing a 
spring flower, music, art or simply through an act of kindness of another. Every day 

has something to offer that we have not experienced, and it asks us to break our 
routine even if only for a moment. Look for signs to lift your spirits and you will find 
them. 

 
As we journey through spring into summer it is an opportunity to let the light into our 

lives, to allow our hearts to be warmed. 
 

With every blessing 

Andy 
‘A Celebration of Spring’ by David Adam 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Les Voix 
de la Bible 

 
A four-day continuous 
Bible reading event in 

Périgueux cathedral 
Tuesday 22nd May to 

Friday 25th May 

 
 
 

This year’s theme is:  

 
"La bienveillance dans la Bible " 

“lovingkindness in the Bible” 

 
To sign up to read in either English or French,  
contact: voixdelabible24@gmail.com 

 
All are also welcome to attend the opening and closing ceremonies, times to be 

announced soon. 
 

For more information about the event, or to sign up to read with the group 

from the Chaplaincy, please contact: veronica.dare.bryan@gmail.com 

 

https://books.google.co.uk/books/about/Celebration_of_Spring.html?id=Vlz8AAAACAAJ&redir_esc=y
mailto:voixdelabible24@gmail.com
mailto:veronica.dare.bryan@gmail.com
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I awoke on this very special Sunday, -I did indeed feel different. 
This was not to be an ordinary day.  Putting on a suit I had not worn for many years 

plus a collar and tie, then tied my shoe laces.   
 

I felt a real calmness about what would be unfolding later that morning. I was heading 
towards my confirmation, late, in terms of age. There had been thoughtful months - 
even years - of why I wanted to arrive at this point with God.  This morning I had no 

moments of doubt, indeed I felt elated. 
 

A few weeks previously I began inquiring regarding my baptism. Had I been baptised? 
This was in real doubt. I had written to the City of Birmingham where I had been 
born, requesting them to investigate the city records for 1938 to see what they could 

unearth. I gave them my full name, date of birth, names of my parents and the house 
where I was born (- which thankfully had been demolished along with the communal 

outside toilets) - you get the picture!    
 

With just two weeks left to my confirmation, my native city confirmed that I had 
indeed been baptised. They sent me a copy of their entry, including the church and 
the vicar who did the deed all those years ago  

So, I was on my way.  Arriving at the Upper Room, I began a very easy, calming 
conference with Bishop Roberts along with the other 7 confirmation candidates. 

 
Then a walk to our wonderful church, being greeted by the smiles of family and 
friends, a glow of warmth joined with goodwill towards us whilst walking towards the 

altar.    
 

We were all made 
to feel very 
special during the 

service. I 
personally felt I 

was stepping 
nearer to God. It 
was the same 

feeling of being in 
his presence when 

Trish and I took 
our marriage 
vows in the 

beautiful 14th 
century Chiswick 

church by the 
River Thames in 
September 1996. 

The sun shone 
that day.   
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The actual Confirmation ceremony was extremely moving, very cheerful. I was 

surrounded by people I felt secure and at peace with. Photographs followed - which 
will return our memories to this wonderful uplifting day. 
A very pleasant lunch followed in the Salle des Fêtes. We who had been confirmed 

were given a brand new Bible, within which was printed our names. 
A truly spectacular day.  

 
Thank you all who made me feel I was special for that day.   

Brian 
 
 
 

  “The Crafty Natterers” 
- will meet Thursday 3th and 17th May 

at 14:00 for crafting and socialising.  

 

The venue for both meetings will be the Upper Room, in the 

centre of Bertric Burée. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those 

who are knitting, or crocheting, 12cm squares for the dressing gowns for ‘Knit 

for Peace’.  It has been suggested that we make a patchwork quilt as well, so 

if anyone is interested in joining us for this, please let me know and you can 

be included when we start. 

 

 

Contact: Jean Stocks  

 
 

 
 

Get Rob Airborne 
 
Gwyneth Marison writes: 

 
Rob would like to fly from Bergerac to Stansted, and back, to 
stay with his sister near Ipswich for about a week. It would be 

brilliant if there's someone who could offer to accompany him (both ways, if 
possible) as he hasn't seen his sister, brother and other members of the family for at 

least 6 years. 
 

Gwyneth could take him to and from Bergerac, and his sister would meet him at 
Stansted and return him to Stansted but, as a handicapped person, Rob must be 
accompanied on the flight itself. 

   
It does mean booking his seats as the same time as the travelling companion books 

theirs.   
 
Please contact Gwyneth and Rob to find out more 

  

mailto:jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:gwyneth.rob@orange.fr
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Speaker:  
Ven. Meurig Williams,  

Archdeacon of France 
 
 

 
 

The Church is often described as Christ’s body on earth. This is an image 

that is both exciting and challenging, but what does it really mean for us, 
today, in Aquitaine?  

 
As we seek for guidance on how to encourage growth within our church 
communities, it is useful to explore how we can best represent Christ to 

those around us, both inside and outside the church. In the tranquillity of 
Belloc Abbey, in worship, prayer and teaching we will endeavour to 

understand better what it means to be the body, of which Jesus is the 
head. 

 
See the Chaplaincy web site for more information and an application form. 

http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/events-2014
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Ann Knight, the church’s Upper Room Manager, writes - 
 

 

Many people have commented on the new windows and have said 
how good they look!  The rooms are so much lighter and there 
was a noticeable difference in the temperature during the cold 

spell.  
 

For those who don’t know, a generous benefactor gave the 
deposit and has underwritten the remainder, which of course 

needs to be repaid.  A box has been fixed to the wall 

inside the Upper Room for donations, together with a 
chart showing our progress toward the goal. 

 
If you feel you’d like to contribute towards the repayment of the windows, 
please put your donation, however big or small in the box.  If you’re a tax 

payer in France and you wish to contribute by cheque, it will attract a credit of 
66%.  All you need to do is provide your name and address and other details 

enabling you to make a larger donation at less cost.  If you’re not sure how 
this works, please don’t hesitate to speak to Peter Robinson our Treasurer. 
 

  

 
The night was a huge success and the Salle des Fêtes at Bertric 

Burée was transformed into a Rock and Roll dance hall!  It was 
great seeing so many people enjoying themselves and joining in.  
There were many individuals working together to make the evening 

successful and such fun and sincere thanks go out to each one of 
them.  A total of 674€ was raised and has gone towards the 

repayment of the windows.  Many have now been asking ‘when the 
next event is?’ Which is wonderful, so watch this space as there’s 

plans for a 70’s 80’s night. In addition to Wine Bingo, and the 
Summer Fete which will be on held on Saturday 28th July.  
 

Jill Stephens adds - The Rock and Roll Night was such a good 
night! With music organised by Kathy and Mark Carter, Ann and 

Dave Knight on the beef burgers and chips, David Jackson presiding 
over the bar and Steve Long manning the music desk, It is always a surprise how our 
Fund Raising team always find new and fun things to organise. The best way to raise 

money is to make it enjoyable for those giving! 
 

The couple who won the bottle of wine for the best costume of the 50s/60s were 
Emily and Andy. 
Brian Wilkinson had a recent birthday, and was given best wishes and a birthday cake. 

 

(Ed: see the photo collage on page 10) 
 
 

mailto:pjrob123@hotmail.com
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During the cold spell there were a couple of occasions that a wall heater 
was left on and in one instance, left on from one Sunday to the next.  We 

do need to be mindful of environmental effects and additional financial 
costs.   If you can please just check that everything is turned off before 

locking up. 
 

 

I mentioned the Upper Room and finances and thought it might be good to give you a 
flavour of what it costs each year to run this facility. 

 
Our total running cost for the year is 3,836€ which includes, rent, insurance, bank 
charges, electricity, water, internet and telephone, maintenance, equipment, 

materials and gardening.   
 

In addition to what we pay out, the Upper Room has committed to raise some 3,000€ 
for projects and fundraising.  I truly believe that if we are not giving some of the 
money the Upper Room raises back into the church and other charitable causes, we 

can’t expect God to bless us financially.   
  

In Luke 6:38 it says - 
 
“Give, and it will be given to you.  

A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be 
poured into your lap.  

For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  
 

 I truly believe that you cannot out-give God and His generosity to us.  He will always 

give back much more than you can imagine and, in more ways, than you can 
imagine.  It’s not just about monetary giving either, your talents and your time is just 

as valuable.  There’s always people busily working away in background making all the 
things we do at Bertric Burée Church and the Upper Room happen and if you feel that 
you can help in any way, please do ask me. 

 
Your continued support to the Upper Room is not only greatly appreciated, but is 

absolutely necessary for our outreach to the wider community.    

Ann 
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Madeleine 
 

Madeleine Holmes will be moving  
to England in early June. 

She has been a very significant part of 
the Dronne Valley church, 

and the wider Chaplaincy of Aquitaine 
for many years. 

 
Next month we will include 

a little more about 
Madeleine and her ministry. 

 

 
 
 

Easter Sunday – 1st April 

 

We started the happy day with a Sunrise Service of Joy, at 7.30 in the garden 

of the Upper Room, organised by Ann Knight, with Steve Long on guitar  
 
 
 
 

 

 
No rain, and 

a beautiful 
sunrise 

which, 
following all 
the rain in 

the previous 
week was an 

added bonus.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The service was followed by a fantastic full English Breakfast, for which we were all 
more than ready! Thanks to Ann and Dave Knight, and to Mark Carter. The Upper 

Room was so cosy, thanks to the new double-glazed windows. Please don’t forget we 
need donations to repay the very kind person who donated the deposit and has loaned 
us the rest. See the Thermometer on the wall in the Upper Room. Every little helps! 
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Following on at 10.30, Our Easter 
Sunday Communion Service, with the 

Revd. Andy Horlock, was on the theme of 
HOPE, and he asked us what we would 
put in our bag labelled HOPE. Andy gave 

us some examples of his own.  
 

 
Our little church was full to capacity, with 

a congregation of over 120, many of 
whom joined us for coffee in the Upper 
Room after the Service. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
We were delighted to welcome new faces and guests, including 3 delightful people 

from the USA, from Port Wayne in Indiana, Tom and Sue Gongwer and their grandson 
Colin - close friends of Kathy and Mark Carter. 

 
 

Jill Stephens 

  



 
13 

 

 

 
Our tame bird-watchers, Linda and Mike Fisher  

Have been to the Bassin d’Arcachon - a bird watching paradise  
 

 
    See their photo blog HERE 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

       

 

Prayer Ministry  
 

Prayer ministry is offered at Bertric Burée by members of the team at the 
services on Sundays in the side chapel. Please take advantage of this for 

anything for which you would like prayer support. 
 
On the 1st and 3rd Sundays this is available after the service and on 

the 2nd and 4th Sundays during the serving of communion 
 

Prayer ministry is also available after each service in the Upper Room 
 
To help you to identify members of the team, we will be 

wearing these white dove badges. 
 

Cathy and Brian Wheatcroft 05 53 90 62 85  
chezmillefleurs@aol.com 
 

 
 

http://roadrunnersmikelinda.blogspot.co.uk/2018/03/bassin-darcachon-bird-watching-paradise.html
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
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Jill Stephens took this photo 

early on Easter Sunday 
morning in the Upper Room 

garden. 

 
“I saw the cross silhouetted 

against the darkened clouds, 

just before the sun rose. It 

appeared to me as a 

deliberate reminder of Christ 

on the cross on Good Friday, 

and the unbelievable 

sacrifice He made for us, 

whilst we were in the midst 

of celebrating His rising.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The people in our church 

come from a wide range of 
church backgrounds and our 

worship reflects this diversity 

 
We warmly welcome you, 

wherever you are on your 

journey of faith 
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Micheline Heeley - new Environment Officer for the Dronne Valley Church, will 

be writing in the newsletter regularly with thoughts on what we can do to help the 

environment. 
 

 
Here is the first of her ‘thoughts’…… 

 

 
I can only use the first person in this musing. Here are very pragmatic considerations. 
 
Since just about the whole world has seen the horrifying videos on floating plastic off 

Bali, I started to see my supermarket as a source of plastic packaging which happens 
to contain food or drinks. 

  
Can I avoid shopping in the centre aisles – where I see mostly packaging and small 
portions - even more of a proportion of plastic? 

Can I cook mostly from scratch? Takes just a little more time. 
Can I buy food in metal cans or glass jars? Glass is recyclable ''ad infinitum" and 

metals can be put in metal recycling at the dechetterie. 
    
The impact on our local environment would be immediate -less voluminous yellow 

bags and more metal stuff at the local recycleries.  
Voilà 

Micheline  
 

 
 

 
 

Encouraging Sermons 
 
A selection of recent sermons from around  
the Chaplaincy is available on line HERE 
 
The sermon preached at Bertric Burée 22nd April  
by the Chaplain, Tony Lomas is HERE 

 

 
 
 

http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/sermons1
http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/sermons1/sermon/112-the-good-shepherd
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Home Groups  
– are a key part of Dronne Valley church life 

 

 

There are four to choose from: 
 

Alternate Tuesday mornings near Verteillac 10.00 for 10.30am. All are welcome. 
For more information contact Mike Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 
 
 

Fortnightly on Tuesday mornings, 10.00 for 10.30am 
For dates and venue this month please contact Brian Cook on 05 45 98 43 00 
 
 

Fortnightly on Thursdays at 2.00pm at Ann Knight’s home, Chez Foucaud, 

Montboyer, between Chalais and Montmoreau 
Contact Ann for dates and directions – Ann Knight  05 45 98 22 17  
 
 

 
 
 

The groups are made up of friendly people who get together  
to talk over a small part of the Bible or another Christian  

book and enjoy a cup of coffee and cake.  
All of the groups are keen to welcome newcomers,  

but it’s a good idea to phone, so that we know you’re coming. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
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Bertric Burée Contacts: 

 

Priest with 
permission to 
officiate 

Brian Davies 05 53 91 19 90 briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

Priest with 
permission to 

officiate 

Andy Horlock 05 53 90 49 32 andyhorlock@gmail.com 

Licensed Lay 

Minister, 
Chaplaincy Warden 

Janis Adams 05 53 91 32 89 janadams2807@gmail.com 

Licensed Lay 
Minister, Synod 
Rep, Chaplaincy 

Rep 

Sheila 
Marshall 

05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Licensed Lay 

Minister, Diocesan 
and General Synod 

Rep for Europe 

Madeleine 
Holmes 

05 53 08 09 57 madeleine@peladis.plus.com 

Licensed Lay 
Minister 

Patrick 
Sturges 

05 5335 48 09 patsturges@aol.com 

Worship Leader 

Warden 
Steve Long 05 53 91 96 48 steve_long@ntlworld.com 

Warden 
Rosemary 

Robinson 
05 53 91 45 15 rosemarybertric@hotmail.com 

Worship Leader 
Trevor 
Hodgkiss 

05 53 91 02 76 trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com 

Welcome Rota 
Treasurer 

Peter 
Robinson 

05 53 91 45 15 pjrob123@hotmail.com 

Sunday Morning 

Coffee Team 

Suzanne 

Reason 
05 53 90 24 05 suz_reason@hotmail.com 

Reading Rota Mary Eldon 05 53 91 35 56 david.eldon6@orange.fr 

Intercessions and 
Prayer Chain 

Sheila 
Marshall 

05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Prayer Ministry 
Cathy & Brian 
Wheatcroft 

05 53 90 62 85 chezmillefleurs@aol.com 

Chalice Rota Brian Cook 05 45 98 43 00 vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk 

Music Organiser Keith Lowe 05 45 98 49 45 kihlowe@hotmail.com 

Pastoral Care 
Coordinator 

Pam Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 pam.duncan01@icloud.com 

Sunday School Marie Ricketts  09 83 77 46 69 meha50@hotmail.com 

Communications 
Tony & Jill 

Stephens 
05 45 60 62 84 jmac2@wanadoo.fr 

 

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:andyhorlock@gmail.com
mailto:janadams2807@gmail.com
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:madeleine@peladis.plus.com
mailto:patsturges@aol.com
mailto:steve_long@ntlworld.com
mailto:rosemarybertric@hotmail.com
mailto:trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com
mailto:suz_reason@hotmail.com
mailto:david.eldon6@orange.fr
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
mailto:vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:kihlowe@hotmail.com
mailto:pam.duncan01@icloud.com
mailto:meha50@hotmail.com
mailto:jmac2@wanadoo.fr
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Previous editions of DV Church News can be found HERE 
 

The minutes of April’s Church Committee meeting is HERE 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Safeguarding Jill Stephens 05 45 60 62 84 jmac2@wanadoo.fr 

Committee Minutes 

Secretary 
Jenny Long 05 53 91 96 48 jennifera.long@ntlworld.com 

Electoral Roll Jean Stocks 05 45 21 43 40 jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk 

Church Committee, 
Chap Aid 

Ian Jameson 05 16 29 02 36 ziggy@ovh.fr 

Church Committee 
and Upper Room 

Manager, Bring-and-
share lunches 

Ann Knight 05 45 98 22 17 ann@daveandannknight.co.uk 

Church Committee, 

Church Flowers 

Glenys 

Bogardis 
05 53 90 13 64 bogardis.glenys@orange.fr 

Stewardship TBA   

Environment 
Micheline 
Heeley 

 micheline.heeley@orange.fr 

Newsletter Editor Keith Gunn +44 1747 821144 keithalangunn@gmail.com 

http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/index.php/dv-church-newsletters/
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchMinutesApril2018.pdf
mailto:jmac2@wanadoo.fr
mailto:jennifera.long@ntlworld.com
mailto:jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:ziggy@ovh.fr
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
mailto:bogardis.glenys@orange.fr
mailto:micheline.heeley@orange.fr
mailto:keithalangunn@gmail.com
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C L A SS I FI ED  A D VER T S  C L A S S IF IE D  A D V ER T S  
 

Greetings Cards  

 
 

Pam’s handmade cards for all occasions, in aid of Church funds, are available following 

all services.   
 

Orders are welcome for special occasions:  

Pam Davies - 05 53 91 19 90     briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
 
 

I am a registered, fully insured, cleaner 
 

Available for temporary or permanent work and can do one-off 'pre-
opening' cleans for holiday rentals, clean up after your party or just a 

few hours as and when required. 
Commercial or domestic premises. 
 

I am based in the Charras / Montbron area, but I am 'cleaner can 
travel’.  

For a several hours in a day I would be willing to travel as far as Bertric 
Burrée. 
I can be contacted initially at radloulou@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Laura Connor  
Siret no 750803009 00018 under the Auto Entrepreneur scheme 

 
 

  

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:radloulou@yahoo.co.uk


 
20 

 

 

ould you like to use a qualified & registered builder from 
your own congregation?   
 

ENTREPRISE SIMON GEGG - Laudibertie 
24410 FESTALEMPS  

Restoration & conversion of old stone buildings. 
 
Project management  

• Carpentry: wide board oak flooring; chestnut & pine floors; balconies; windows, 
doors & stairs supplied & fitted 

• Drylining; plastering; tiling; terracing 
• Roofing & General building 

• All masonry work including Pierre de taille, moellon, rendering & pierre 
apparante 
 

Tel: 0553 90 36 22 (7pm to 9pm) or email Simongegg@outlook.com  
 
SIRET: 4353639300011  DECENNALE Insurance  Registered for TVA 

 
 

 
 

 

 
ANN KNIGHT – Soft furnishings, curtains, upholstery  

Do you have an old but comfy chair or sofa  
that needs sprucing up? Need some new curtains?  
 

Why not ask Ann for a professional quotation? 
Call 05 45 98 22 17 

 
Siret Number 529 194 946 00016 

 
 

 
 
 

W 

mailto:simongegg@outlook.com
tel:194%20946%2000016

