
 
1 

 

  Dronne Valley 
   Church News 

 
 

 

 

 

   
 

Part of the worldwide Anglican church,  
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The News can be printed out in whole or in part, or read on your computer  
 – in which case the underlined links will take you to further content.  
For the clearest result, download and read in Adobe Reader, rather than viewing in your browser 
 
 
 

 

A refined English tea party to support  
the worldwide work of Christian Aid 

 
 

The people in our church 
come from a wide range of 

church backgrounds and our 
worship reflects this diversity 

We warmly welcome you, 
wherever you are on your 

journey of faith  
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◊ There will be a Bring-and-Share lunch  

following this service, in the Upper Room. 
Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and glass.  

We invite a donation of 1€50 towards the cost of  
bread and wine which will be supplied. 

 

Please join us for tea and coffee  

across the road in the Upper Room  
after each of the Sunday morning services 

 
The Book Barn is open after each morning service too 

 
 

 

 
 

Sunday 3 June  10:30 Service of the word, with Trevor Hodgkiss 

Sunday 3 June 18:00 Evensong, with Sheila Marshall 

Sunday 10 June ◊ 10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Brian Davies 

Wednesday 13 June 11:00 
Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion, with 
Revd Tony Lomas 

Sunday 17 June   10:30 Family Service, with Janis Adams 

Sunday 24 June 10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Andy Horlock 
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– what does it mean when we are asked to pray? 

 
ow often has someone said this to you? 
Over the years I have attended not a few Prayer Courses and workshops and 

have loved them.   
 

A memorable one at St John’s Nottingham led by Christina Baxter (The Wounds of 
Jesus book) left me with so much to think about.   
 

I immediately think of her when someone says ‘Will you say one for me?’   
She said - 

As you walk away do it there and then,  
say your prayer for them,  

do not make a list to do later,  
do it then!   

 

That way you can pray for people without it seeming a huge responsibility and effort 
and a need to remember.  This meant I/we were interceding. 

 
raying for one another is so very important and it makes a difference, ask 
anyone who has been prayed for.  If I were to ask someone if they would like me 

to pray for them, it is rarely I receive a negative reply.  I am sure it is the same 
for you. We do not need to know what to pray for either. A quiet communion with God 

in silence as we encircle the person and hand them to God.  He will handle it, He 
knows what is needed.  We can trust him.  How wonderful is that?! 
 

ntercessory prayer, groups of people around the world praying for the same thing 
is powerful and what we are called to do.  That is why in the Anglican Church it is 

suggested that we pray for God’s Church, His World, our community, the sick and 
those who mourn and for ourselves and finally giving thanks for hearing us. And the 
silences, don’t forget the silences for people to add their prayers - silence is so 

golden!   Not a sermon, not our own litany or lists but the plain and simple needs of 
our World and especially when disasters around the world hit the headlines.  This 

means so many people praying on the same wavelength!! 
When we stop and think about it, in our daily life, giving thanks, praying for those we 
see or talk to and those who are on our minds, we can soon be praying, if not 

unceasingly, very often!! and feel the gladness in our hearts as we process through 
our day. 

 
erhaps we make too big a challenge or think it is too big a burden to pray 
unceasingly... perhaps we make things too complicated some times????  Who 

knows, we are complicated people.... 
 

Anyway, say one for me will you please?  

 
Love and blessings 

Madeleine 

H 

P 

I 

P 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1783973.The_Wounds_Of_Jesus
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1783973.The_Wounds_Of_Jesus
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Tony Stephens writes: 
Paddy Waring was a pilot on 750 Royal Navy squadron, stationed in Malta during 
1961/3. He was an inspirational man, a good pilot, flying Sea Venoms, and a terrific 

morale booster. He was only 2 years older than I. I served with him over that period, 
until he was drafted to another squadron.  I went back to England, to the Fleet Air 

Arm electrical school, for a 2-year advanced course in avionics and electrical 
training.  I passed out in 1966, was promoted and posted to Lossiemouth for my 
second tour of duty there. I met Paddy, now a civilian, at a wardroom party. He was 

en route for a career flying VC10's for some foreign country, but as I was looking for 
somewhere for my wife, 2 children and myself to live, he invited me to rent, share or 

buy part of an old walled farm house called 'Sunbank'. 
 

 

We lived there for some while, until my wife 
found the walk with children and push-chair too 

much for the shopping, and we moved in to 
Elgin.  

 
 
 

He never mentioned that he had 'enjoyed' a 
crash in his Scimitar Jet, although I had heard 

that he'd had a 'prang'.  
 
HERE and HERE, in two parts, from the 

INSPIRE charity’s site, is more about this fine 
man, who I was so proud to call a friend. 

 
Tony Stephens 

 
 
  

 

 
 

Prayer Ministry  
Prayer ministry is offered at Bertric Burée by members of the team at the 
services on Sundays in the side chapel. Please take advantage of this for 

anything for which you would like prayer support. 
 
On the 1st and 3rd Sundays this is available after the service and on 

the 2nd and 4th Sundays during the serving of communion 
 

Prayer ministry is also available after each service in the Upper Room 
 
To help you to identify members of the team, we will be 

wearing these white dove badges. 
 

Cathy and Brian Wheatcroft 05 53 90 62 85  
chezmillefleurs@aol.com  

https://www.inspire-foundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Paddy-Part-I.pdf
https://www.inspire-foundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Paddy-Part-II.pdf
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
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Les Voix de la Bible 

 
 

 
 

 
The Chaplaincy again 

participated in the bilingual 
'Voix de la Bible' in the 

Cathedral St Front in 

Perigueux on Thursday 24th 
May. Veronica Dare-Bryan 

organised our timings for both 
parts of the Chaplaincy’s 

northern sector to help keep 
this continuous reading of the 

Bible over three days work 
successfully. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
"La bienveillance dans la Bible " 

“lovingkindness in the Bible” 
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  “The Crafty Natterers” 
- will meet Thursday 7th and 21st June 

at 14:00 for crafting and socialising.  

 

Please come and join us 
 

Contact: Jean Stocks  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Chris 

mailto:jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com
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September Break Away 
 

We are planning another Bertric Burée Randonée Group two-night 'break away' on the 
Route St Jacques for September.  

 
 
We shall be staying in a hotel east of Sarlat, 

with two half-day walks and a one day - a 
total of no more than 30 (optional!) 

kilometres.  
 
There is plenty in this region to keep non-

walkers well and truly occupied, and relatively 
gentle, undulating, walking for Randonées.  

 
Better weather has already been applied for! 
 

 
 

There is to be a meeting with further details after the next walk/lunch, which will be in 
Allemans on the 7th June. 
 

If you are at all interested in this expedition, please contact me.  
(A maximum of 20, so early application is advised)     

Jaki 
Jakimoorhouse@aol.com 

 

 
 

 

 

At home group we were given the challenge of rewriting a parable or psalm 

with the idea of making it more relevant in today's world.  
I chose to rewrite Psalm 121 in my own words:  

mailto:Jakimoorhouse@aol.com
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Kathy 
 

 

 

 
We are studying parables in our Home Group. Inspired by a rewrite of Psalm 23 

provided by the Chaplain, I asked the group to write a modern parable, and this my 
offering based on a report by The Telegraph’s Colin Freeman*. 

 
More than 3,000 Nigerian migrants who failed to reach Europe have been flown home 

by the International Organization for Migration.  
Many sold everything to make the trip and aren't sure how to face their families. 
 

Joshua sold everything but the kitchen sink to fund his dream of getting to 
Europe. And I mean everything - his bed, his fridge, his TV, his spare clothes 

and his mobile phone. His mother had sold her only plot of land to fund his 
trip to Europe. After borrowing yet more cash, he finally had enough to pay 
a smuggling gang to take him from Nigeria across the Sahara to Libya. 

In all, it cost him £750, but he wasn't worried. Once in Europe, he figured 
he could quickly earn enough to pay off his creditors, and eventually return 

home to start a business of his own. 
 
It didn't quite work out like that. After six miserable months in Libya, where 

the gang forced him to work for nothing, he finally boarded a rickety boat 
to cross the Mediterranean. It got stopped by the Libyan coastguard, who 

threw him and 140 other passengers into a detention centre. 
 
By then he'd had enough. Last month he returned home to Benin City in 

southern Nigeria, where he was among hundreds of migrants staying in a 
government requisitioned hotel. 

They'd been flown back by the International Organization for Migration, a 
UN body that helps illegal migrants who want to return home. As well as a 
plane ticket, they get a few nights' hotel accommodation, and £200 in 

pocket money while they find their feet. They're also offered job training, to 
give them a better chance of a livelihood. 

 
 
 

 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/colin-freeman/
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The hope is that by offering migrants better prospects in their own countries, 
they can be persuaded to leave Libya and turn back. More than 3,000 
Nigerian migrants have already returned, and a further 20,000 are due to 

do so this year.  
 

Yet for those who take up the offer, arriving back home can be a depressing 
experience. 
 

Most are virtually destitute. And while they appreciate the offers of job 
training, it's fairly basic stuff, like hairdressing or tailoring, or learning how 

to farm. For those who dreamed of making it in Europe, that's a bit of a 
comedown. 

 
What also hurts, though, is the feeling that they'll be seen as failures by 
their peers and relatives. Nobody wants to come back penniless, and admit 

that they blew the chance of a lifetime. Joshua doesn't even want to go back 
home - even though it may be the only place he'll get a bed once his pocket 

money runs out. 
 
"I still don't want to stay in Nigeria," he says, "although next time, I'll try to 

go to Europe by legal means." 
 

He hadn't even told his mother he was back. "If my mum sees me she'll get 
sick with worry," he said. "And all the neighbours, saying, 'This guy's mum 
sold her land so he could go to Europe - and then he failed!' If I hear anyone 

saying that, I tell you, I'll kill them." 
So what was he going to do now, then? "Well, first I'll need to get my money 

back. The pocket money I got is just a fraction of what I spent getting to 
Libya." 
 

Which of the training opportunities did he fancy? Hairdresser? Farmer? He 
seemed to have other work in mind. "I'll look at the offers," he admitted 

grudgingly. "But I'm worried I'll end up committing crime to get the money 
back." 
Really? What sort of crime?  "Robbery, probably." 

  
Peter, who's a church pastor, felt it was time for a word. 

"It was your decision to go - don't blame others," he told Joshua. "And 
reconnect with your mother - at least she'll be happy to hear you're still 
alive." 

 
Will she, though? Joshua was not so sure. He thought about it for a while, 

then looked up and said “I have to do it, I have to go home and say I'm 
sorry. I cannot stay away for ever.” 
 

When Joshua arrived at his village, as soon as someone saw him, there were 
cries of greeting and children rushed to tell his family.  

 
Soon his brothers and sisters arrived and hugged him, then his mother came 

and hugged and kissed him and screamed for joy. She said “My son, I am 
so glad you have come home safe and well. We were afraid you were dead 
as we heard of so many of your friends who were drowned. Let's have a big 

party to celebrate that you have come home safe to us, your family”. 

Peter 
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Sunday 29th April’s church service was led by the Montboyer Home 

Group, commemorating the 1994 Genocide in Rwanda. This holds a special 

place in the heart of Ingrid Lowe, who has supported, with the help of 
members of our Dronne Valley Church, the life and education of two Rwandan 

boys, Rene and Joseph. Ingrid’s on the left of the photo. 
 

Ingrid writes –  
 

“Our home group decided on this theme for our special service calling it – 
 

- Shake Hands with the Devil - 
 

-  An uncomfortable, unpleasant subject, and we had our doubts, 

but considered Jesus' words to  his disciples 'You are the light of the World' and  Paul's 
words in Ephesians 5 where he  stresses the function of light, that light exposes 
darkness. When light gets near a dark thing, truth happens; deceptions and half-

truths are blown away, and we realised we could learn much from this 

service and share our insights with others. 
 
We gave the historical background and an idea of how Rwanda has developed in 

recent years. We talked about the Rwandan young men, Rene and Joseph, whose 

Banana-leaf greetings card we sell, and whose university educations we have 

https://www.biblica.com/bible/?osis=NIV:Eph.5.1-Eph.5.14
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sponsored, and the two young men who shared a house with them, Jean-Paul and 

Gilbert, the experiences they had lived through and how they have progressed. 
 
 

I recalled an incident where an image of small black children, some older with babies 
on their hips, had suddenly ‘slotted’ into my mind whilst meditating in an Austrian 

chapel. Only years later did I realised this had been the summer of 1994. I believe 
this is where our connection with ‘the boys’ started. 
 

Using Rene's story of his early life and that of a young woman named Emmaculee 

Ilibagiza (in her book Left to Tell) we tried to convey the horror and fear of that 

time. However Immaculee, during weeks of silent intense prayer, hiding in a small 
bathroom from the ‘killers’ (-some of them former loving neighbours now baying for 

her blood) developed a deep spirituality which afterwards shaped her life to do good.  
 

We delved deeper into human failures (sins) of world powers and 

individuals as revealed by Lt. General Romeo Dallaire; Force Commander of the UN 
mission to Rwanda at the time, in his moving and well-written book 'Shake Hands 

with the Devil'.    
 
The title refers to a meeting with the 'killers', politicians and blood-thirsty militiamen 

when, in order to save many Tutsi lives, he had had to negotiate, flatter, and shake 
hands. He was sickened by this.  Dallaire declares: 'I know there is a God because in 

Rwanda I shook hands with the devil.  I have seen him, I have smelled him, and I 

have touched him.  I know the devil exists and therefore I know there is 

a God.' His book is personal as well as factual. 

 
We also explored the biblical perspective on the palpable presence of evil and our 

response. Human failures or sins were identified: such as deceit, prejudice, hatred 

cowardice, betrayal, to name but a few.  Identified as ‘bad footprints’ left on this 

world, they were written on footprint-shaped cards and pinned to the wooden cross 
near the altar.  In our prayers for forgiveness these 'footprints were changed to their 

corresponding opposite ‘good footprints’ on the cross as we considered how we 

should lead our personal lives as Christians. 

 
With the Pascal Candle lit at the beginning, relevant projected images, enlightening 

hymns and song, as well as gentle interludes of prayer, it was a moving service. We 

all feel we have learnt much.” 

Ingrid 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/408615.Left_to_Tell
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/215758.Shake_Hands_with_the_Devil
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/215758.Shake_Hands_with_the_Devil
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Post War Whitsun Treats 
Jennifer Gray recalls 

 

 
Whit Monday: Children playing in Roath Park Cardiff  

 
The second world war had just ended, and gradually society in England and Wales was becoming 
more normal (probably in Scotland and Ireland too, but my horizons at the time began and ended 
in the border town of Newport, in Monmouthshire)  
 
My very much beloved Sunday School always took us to the most unlikely spots for our annual 
‘treat’ on Whit Monday; but it was always in the countryside, overlooked by cows, and fields full of 
cow pats; we had races and ice cream (an almost unknown delicacy at the time), and always a 
good tea. The girls all wore white dresses with sashes, as I remember. 
 

First prize for each race was an old 'thre'penny bit'; a twelve-sided coin, 
and it could buy a lot of ice-cream. 
We would get to the Whitsun Field by an old bus, and I can still 
remember the thrill when we arrived there. 
 
Funny - it never seemed to rain! 

Picture above taken from 'AncientBriton:WhitsunTreat'  in the1930's 

https://ancientbritonpetros.blogspot.com/2010/05/whitsun-treat.html 

 

jennifer gray© 
©2018  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwj-tdPVtJnaAhXsJsAKHfsFDtkQFggpMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fancientbritonpetros.blogspot.com%2F2010%2F05%2Fwhitsun-treat.html&usg=AOvVaw3SN7phOVql_nyBMTiGEk7-
https://ancientbritonpetros.blogspot.com/2010/05/whitsun-treat.html
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Nearly New Nearly New Nearly 
 
 
 
Ann Knight, Glenys Borgadis and Jenny Overfield write: 
 
It’s not going to be long before the Summer Fête - Saturday 28th July in fact!  It’s 

usually about now that people start thinking about items they can donate for our 
clothes and bric-a-brac stalls.   
  

Although people are very kind and generous in providing items for sale, there’s always 
far more than we can actually cope with and sometimes items are left in the Book 

Barn or in the Upper Room which should really have gone to the ‘zone de 
déchets’.  This creates a lot of additional hard work, as everything that cannot be sold 
then has to be disposed of, which involves several trips to the déchetterie.   

  
With that in mind, it was decided to request ‘Nearly New’ items rather than ‘Jumble’ 

and during the first three Sundays in July, items can be brought to the Upper Room 
and given to Glenys Bogardis or Jenny Overfield. With Health and Safety also in mind, 
items should be clean and ready for sale.   

 
Please could you ensure that items brought to the Upper Room at any time are clearly 

marked with your name, so they can be returned if not sold.    
  

Many thanks for your continued support and generosity –  
 

Ann, Jenny and Glenys 
 
 

 

Christian Aid 
 
 

Everyone is equal in the sight of God.  

Yet we live in a world where poverty still persists. 
 

Poverty is an outrage against humanity. It robs people of their dignity and lets 
injustice thrive. But together we have the power to transform lives.  

 
For over 70 years, we’ve been standing with the poorest of our neighbours.  
We work in 37 countries, with people of all faiths and none, to stand up for 

dignity, equality and justice.  
 

Watch our video to find out more 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xa4jC5AeAZo&feature=youtu.be
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The Christian Aid Tea Party 
 
What a lovely afternoon we all enjoyed in a garden under the sunshades, thanks to 
Pam and Mike Duncan!  

 
 

 
 
 

The sun shone 
and Pam’s 

famous cakes 
and scones were 
in plentiful 

supply.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
At the same time we were reminded of those less fortunate than ourselves, which was 

the point of this afternoon. Thanks to Pam and Mike for their generous and delicious 
Tea.  
 

Jill Stephens 
 

During Christian Aid Week we raised a total of 510€  
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Home Groups  
– are a key part of Dronne Valley church life 

 

 
There are four to choose from: 
 

Alternate Tuesday mornings near Verteillac 10.00 for 10.30am. All are welcome. 
For more information contact Mike Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 
 
 

Fortnightly on Tuesday mornings, 10.00 for 10.30am 
For dates and venue this month please contact Brian Cook on 05 45 98 43 00 
 
 

Fortnightly on Thursdays at 2.00pm at Ann Knight’s home, Chez Foucaud, 
Montboyer, between Chalais and Montmoreau 
Contact Ann for dates and directions – Ann Knight  05 45 98 22 17  
 
 

 
 

 

The groups are made up of friendly people who get together  
to talk over a small part of the Bible or another Christian  

book and enjoy a cup of coffee and cake.  
All of the groups are keen to welcome newcomers,  

but it’s a good idea to phone, so that we know you’re coming. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Encouraging Sermons 

 
A selection of recent sermons from around  
the Chaplaincy is available on line  HERE 

 

mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/sermons1
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Stop Press Stop Press Stop Press Stop Press Stop 

The Book Barn re-opens 
Jill Stephens writes – 
 

We all applaud the tireless work put in 
by David, Trevor and Tony, to 

construct all the shelving and the 
lighting and to organise the thousands 

of books, fiction and non-fiction, CDs 
and DVDs, into alphabetical order, 

from their original dozens of fruit 
boxes on tables!  

 

 
 

Saturday 26th May we welcomed some 
old and some new faces - people who 

at present do not come to our Dronne 
Valley Church, but who are connecting 

with us, and enjoying our activities 
and friendship. What a splendid 

outreach facility the Upper Room and 
our Book Barn is becoming.   

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Dave, Ann and 

Mark were in 
charge of 

refreshments as 
usual, and the 

bacon butties 
were well 

received, 
together with 

teas, coffees 
and cakes, all 

of which made 

a profit of just 
over 200€ for 

the Upper 
Room.   
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It was a perfect day, with wall-to-wall sunshine, and we were pleased once 
again to have invested in our marquee, which sheltered visitors from the hot 

sun in the garden.  
Jill 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Editor’s note: 

 
We are leaving the contacts list out of this and future editions of the News, 

until we are confident that we are fully complying with the GDPR legislation 
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C L A SS I FI ED  A D VER T S  C L A S S IF IE D  A D V ER T S  

 

Greetings Cards  

 
 

Pam’s handmade cards for all occasions, in aid of Church funds, are available following 

all services.   
 

Orders are welcome for special occasions:  

Pam Davies - 05 53 91 19 90     briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

 
 

I am a registered, fully insured, cleaner 
 

Available for temporary or permanent work and can do one-off 'pre-
opening' cleans for holiday rentals, clean up after your party or just a 
few hours as and when required. 

Commercial or domestic premises. 
 

I am based in the Charras / Montbron area, but I am 'cleaner can 
travel’.  
For a several hours in a day I would be willing to travel as far as Bertric 

Burrée. 
I can be contacted initially at radloulou@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Laura Connor  
Siret no 750803009 00018 under the Auto Entrepreneur scheme 

 
 
  

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:radloulou@yahoo.co.uk
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ould you like to use a qualified & registered builder from 
your own congregation?   
 

ENTREPRISE SIMON GEGG - Laudibertie 
24410 FESTALEMPS  

Restoration & conversion of old stone buildings. 
 
Project management  

• Carpentry: wide board oak flooring; chestnut & pine floors; balconies; windows, 
doors & stairs supplied & fitted 

• Drylining; plastering; tiling; terracing 
• Roofing & General building 

• All masonry work including Pierre de taille, moellon, rendering & pierre 
apparante 
 

Tel: 0553 90 36 22 (7pm to 9pm) or email Simongegg@outlook.com  
 
SIRET: 4353639300011  DECENNALE Insurance  Registered for TVA 

 
 

 
 

 

 
ANN KNIGHT – Soft furnishings, curtains, upholstery  

Do you have an old but comfy chair or sofa  
that needs sprucing up? Need some new curtains?  
 

Why not ask Ann for a professional quotation? 
Call 05 45 98 22 17 

 
Siret Number 529 194 946 00016 

 
 

 
 
 

W 

mailto:simongegg@outlook.com
tel:194%20946%2000016

