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At our morning service on Sunday 25th June we were joined by twenty-two Christians 

from across the USA, on a trip organised by retired pastor, Don Cornell, from a 
Lutheran Church in Washington State. It was a very special occasion! - writes Mike 

Duncan. They sent us this email after their visit. 
 

 
Here they are, joined by Revd Brian Davies  

and local wardens Mike Duncan and Geoff Cogger  
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Sunday 2 July 10:30 Service of the Word, with Janis Adams 

Sunday 2 July 18:00 Evensong, with Sheila Marshall 

Sunday 9 July * 10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Hazel Door 

Wednesday 12 July 11:00 
Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion, with 

Revd Tony Lomas 

Sunday 16 July 10:30 Family Service, with Janis Adams 

Sunday 23 July 10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Brian Davies 

Sunday 30 July 10:30 Special Service 

 

Please join us for tea and coffee across the road 
in the Upper Room after each of the Sunday services 

 

*There will be a Bring-and-Share lunch following this service. 
Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and glass.  

We invite a donation of 1€50 towards the cost of  
bread and wine which will be supplied. 

 

 
 

 

 
Knit, Natter and Craft 
 

The Knit, Natter and Craft Club will meet on Thursday, 6th July and 
again on Thursday, 20th July.  Both at 2pm in the Upper Room. 
Our last meetings before the Summer Fair, so we are hoping that there 

will be plenty of handicrafts in production. 
 

Contact: Jean Stocks 
 

mailto:jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk
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Trust me, I know the way… 
 

Jaki Moorhouse writes… 
 

“Bertric Burée's intrepid Randoneers were tested this month on what started 

off as an innocuous ramble. 
 

Two poems come straight to mind- 
 

‘I looked over Jordan  

and what did I see? 
 Coming to carry me home, 

 I saw a band of ' Angels' coming after me 
 Coming for to carry me home’ 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
‘Three cheers for Pooh (for who?) for Pooh 

(Why, what did he do?) 
He saved his friend from a wetting 

(a whatting?) a wetting!’ 

       
Or, did he? 

 
 

These photographs are courtesy of the Frosts  

(one was presumably already high and dry on the other side!) 



 

4 
 

As I was sadly absent, I 
have only hearsay to go on, 
but I gather a good time 

was had by all, and any 
disquiet was soon forgotten 

during the excellent repas 
that Didier provided at Le 
P'tit restaurant in Gout 

Rossignol.  
 

A very big thank you to 
Roger Adams for leading 

the walk and delivering the 
20 ramblers safely back to 
base camp to enjoy their 

lunch. 

 

I am excited to tell you that 
due to a brainwave by Tony 
Stevens (thanks, Tony!) and 

by courtesy of the Sisters,  
the Benedictine Abbaye 

Maumont in Juignac, near 
Montmoreau, is to be the 
lunch venue for our next 

walk Thursday 20th July 
What a privilege it will be. 

The walk, which will set off 
from the Abbey, is through 
woodland and fields and is 

appropriately part of the 
Route de Santiago de 

Compostella.  

We will be setting off a little 
later and the walk will be 

shorter on this occasion. We 
are also invited to their 

prayers beforehand should 
we wish. 

I am required to have lunch 

numbers a little earlier than 
usual. (The cost will be no 

more than 15€ fully 
inclusive)  

So please can you let me 

know if you wish to join this 
Special Randonée so that I can at least have a provisional number for the Sisters as 

soon as possible…  

…and contact me for further details nearer the time -  Jaki Moorhouse 

http://www.maumont.com/fr/index.php
http://www.maumont.com/fr/index.php
mailto:Jakimoorhouse@aol.com
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A Thought for the Month 

from Madeleine Holmes 

 
 

Mission, hospitality, safeguarding, charitable works, justice, kindness, 

generosity, eco-church, etc., etc............ 
 

of the above are what we are about as God’s people - and much more 
besides, as you know.  At times I find it impossible to do anything except 

fall on my knees and say mea culpa.....I am so sorry..... and when I do the 
Examen* at the end of the day and see my/our failings it grieves me that I/we fall so 

short. 
 

My favourite words from the Eucharist/Holy Communion and which aren’t used often 
though I say them to myself are:  “I am not worthy to receive you but only say the 
word and I shall be healed.” 

 
- So much to be thankful for in our God. 

 
I have been thinking recently about the ‘Three Rs’ – No, not the writing, arithmetic 
and reading from the old days ☺ - but about the other three Rs - 

 

Reliability   Responsibility   Respect 
 
I have pondered these words for a while as I look at our world, its leaders, regimes 

and dictators and its wars, the examples we have before us and then I look at our 
own lives.  Recently on social media there have been many comments about Mission 
and the common thought about mission is that it is just about being God’s child and 

being the way he intended us to be in mind, body, spirit and strength. 
And I guess in the light of the words in our heading these three will help us all to be 

mission and sometimes without words (sounds familiar!?). 
 
Maybe because of our past, abusive relationships, lack of leadership and training and 

example, we may all forget about being respectful to one another (guard my mouth), 
and are we as reliable as we would want to be in truth, timing, promises, (in mind, 

body and spirit) and are we responsible for ourselves in everything we do, or do we 
blame others for what and who we are, when we know otherwise. 
 

can be Mission, definitely, by remembering our three R’s and, when we 
go astray, recognising and putting right the consequences – being brave 

and honest for God, standing up and not counting the cost for justice, 
the unheard voice, the poor, the needy whether they be close at hand or on the other 
side of the world. 

 
We are not worthy but just say the word Father and we will be healed...... and get up 

from our knees and do better. 
 

My love and prayers 

Madeleine 
*Examen – Ignatious Loyola’s Exercises 

  

All 

We 

http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-spiritual-exercises
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The Dronne Valley Church’s  

Summer Fair 
Saturday 22 July 

 

In the Upper Room grounds, 

centre of Bertric Burée  

10am to 3pm 
 

Carnival games for all ages  
- including hook-a-duck, balloon darts  

and roll a penny (centime)  

Lots of prizes to win 
 hog roast, cream teas, beer tent  

plant stall, craft stall  

Book barn  

stocked with loads of English books  

of all genres  

 

- and much, much, more  
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Saturday 17th June at Bertric Burée was declared a -  

 

Morning of Culture! 

 

It is a pity we are unable to send you via the newsletter the lovely music on 

vinyl we all enjoyed whilst admiring the paintings and browsing amongst the 

records and books.  

 
David Jackson did a great job itemising all the records and printing a list for everyone 

to study and to choose from. 
He also set up the audio 
system both in the Upper 

Room and in the  

book barn  

 

We are so blessed that the 
barn is completely dry, and 
the books, thanks mostly to 

David, are in alphabetical 
order by the author’s name, 

just as in a library, except in 
fruit boxes and all at only 50c 
a time!  
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As usual, our ladies excelled themselves with the cakes and great cookies they 

made.  
 

Tea and coffee was offered free, we just requested a small sum for the cakes and 
cookies. 

The sale of the vinyl records was in aid of médecins sans frontières,  

 
and the proceeds from the refreshments  

and the books from our Book Barn  

are in aid of the Church. 
 

 
 

An email from Revd Don Cornell, after his tour group  

joined us for Morning Worship 25th June - 
 
“What a wonderful witness to Christ’s love was expressed in your community of faith 

as you included us in the prayers, an enthusiastic sharing of God’s peace, gathering 
us for a picture, and finally the hospitality of the coffee hour. It was amazing how 
many of our folks came away, not only with the experience of a shared love of Christ, 

but also with some serendipitous personal connections. It definitely was a day that will 
long be remembered. 

Please extend our gratitude again to Reverend Brian Davies and the whole 
congregation. 
 We will continue to pray for God's blessing in your essential ministry. 

Signed - Don, JoAnn, Phil, Linda, Jack, Ruth, John, Largo, Karl, Diane, Phil, Mary, 
Dave, Linda, Susan, Melinda, Lance, Sammy, Maria, Mary, Anita, Becky, your 

‘American friends’”  
 

http://www.msf.org/
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Prayer Ministry  
 
Prayer ministry is offered at Bertric Burée by members of the team at the 

services on Sundays in the side chapel. Please take advantage of this for 
anything for which you would like prayer support. 
 

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays this is available after the service and on 
the 2nd and 4th Sundays during the serving of communion 

 
Prayer ministry is also available after each service in the Upper Room 
 

To help you to identify members of the team, we will be 
wearing these white dove badges. 

 
Cathy and Brian Wheatcroft 05 53 90 62 85  
chezmillefleurs@aol.com 

 
 

 

 
Madeleine Holmes writes: 

 
At Diocesan Synod and also at the Reader Conference we have morning prayer before 
breakfast and then an hour of study.  Every year I learn something new and amazing 

at these studies. 
 

At the last Reader Conference we had Nicholas King. 
Father Nicholas is a Jesuit priest who, after many 
years in South Africa, now teaches New Testament at 

Oxford University. He is frequently in demand all 
over the world to lecture on biblical subjects.  His 

acclaimed translation of the Bible, the first for 
generations by one person rather than a committee, 
is available in Old and New Testaments. 

  
No wonder he is in great demand, the easy listening, 

humour and openness of this lovely man is a real 
treat!  More than that we wanted to know what he 

was reading from - it was so good and interesting 
and slightly different.  
 

It was his New Testament freshly translated with a 
cutting-edge commentary – translated directly from 

the Greek. 
  
It is fabulous!!  We should all want to read this alongside our favourite and discover 

more. 
  

Madeleine x 
 

mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
http://www.kevinmayhew.com/info/contributors/nicholas-king.html
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SUGGESTION BOX 
Would it be a good idea to have a community day in the Upper Room Garden 

in early Autumn to spend time together cutting back, pruning, sorting out our 
as yet ‘beautiful’ garden space?  We could bring divided plants as we need a 

new herb garden, plants or/and bulbs for the large saucer at the front, etc.  It 
could be fun and we could bring a picnic and there would be a job for 

everyone, I imagine :)  
Madeleine 

 

Climate Stewards Climate Stewards 
 

 
Anthony Boakye Ansah, 19, slashes 

grass with a lethal cutlass. He carves 
a path between trees at Nyinahin 
Catholic Secondary school, outside 

Kumasi in central Ghana. He and 
fifteen other pupils – all wielding 

cutlasses – have come to study nature 
not from books but on the ground. 
The twelve hectares of native Kapok, 

Ofram and two types of Mahogany 
were planted by the school in 2007 

with funding from Climate Stewards 
 
Anthony is President of his school’s 

70-strong A Rocha club, set up to 
educate students about the 

environment, and to motivate them to 
get involved with the plantation on a 
practical level. According to Seth 

Appiah-Kubi, A Rocha Ghana’s Director, it is easy to get funding for planting, but 
after two years the seedlings are usually choked by weeds or accidentally burnt in 

bush fires, or felled for firewood, and all is lost. Climate Stewards, however, focuses 
on maintenance. 
 

Anthony, who takes his Presidential role seriously, encourages club members to plant 
seedlings and use cutlasses to weed around them. ‘Seedlings need air and light,’ he 

says fiercely. ’Weeds will smother them.’  
 
Guided by agriculture teacher and site co-ordinator Paul Kingsley, students then inter-

plant in gaps, and continue to weed until a canopy has formed and the forest can look 
after itself. 

It’s hard work but club members have learnt the value of trees, not only as a timber 
crop. They have handled varieties of native trees that they have never seen before, 

and have enjoyed watching them grow. Although only 4-5 years old, some are already 
20 feet high. 
 

Read more about this and other 

Climate Stewards projects HERE  

https://www.climatestewards.org/partners/ghana/
https://www.climatestewards.org/partners/ghana
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Laurie John sends emails to a forum of Dronne Valley 
Church people to stimulate discussion on a variety of 
Christian topics. Here’s a response from Rosemary Robinson 

to his recent offering, “The Zone of Love”  
 

Laurie wrote: 
  
I repeated my view that, given the horrendous human 

suffering we witness, plus “nature red in tooth and claw” and 
indeed the suffering brought about by natural disasters, it is 

illogical to assert that God is both all loving and omnipotent. 
He is either one or the other and I know which I prefer to 

have faith in. 
 

It is important, however, to point out that this is regarded by many as heresy and at 

one time would have me burnt at the stake, so with her permission I am publishing 
here Rosemary’s response. She said: 

 
“I don't see any contradiction in an omnipotent God and a loving God, even 
when faced with horrendous suffering and evil.   Why? 

 
Because I trust Him to know what is best.  His ways are not my ways, and His 

ways involved the hideous suffering of His Son, and therefore Himself, in order 
that the world, which He loves might be saved from his necessary judgement. 
 

I can't get my head around that, nor my heart, so how can I understand a 
loving and omnipotent God? I can't; but it doesn't worry me that neither my 

understanding nor my love are big enough to encompass God.   Instead I find it 
a matter for great rejoicing that there is something so MUCH BIGGER than I can 
imagine. For much bigger also read much more intelligent and much more 

loving. After all he gave us the precious gift of Free Will, knowing what suffering 
would result from the gift. So, no contradiction, just a source of wonder. 

 
In short, faith trumps logic. 
 

That's the trouble with faith.    She is not always an easy companion, and I do 
have some sympathy to those who feel logic is more secure. On the whole logic 

is my first resource (my husband Peter could not live with an illogical woman) 
but, for me, in the end, faith is more important.  I realise this renders me 
capable of acting in an illogical way, and saying illogical things, but I should 

rather be thought a fool than forgo faith. 
 

In dark times Faith is the only thing which offers light.  I know.” 
 

There are obvious responses to this but it is not my province to rock anyone’s boat, 

much less to capsize it. Instead, I refer to Richard Frost’s comments at Bordeaux this 
Sunday on the curious O.T. reading concerning Ishmael, Abraham’s “illegitimate” son 

by his serving maid Hagar. 
 

Sarah, Abraham’s wife finally decides enough is enough and tells Abraham to banish 
both Hagar and her (his) son Ishmael to perish in the desert. Abraham knuckles down 
and does what he is told, even if with a heavy heart. Deep in the desert and unable to 

bear the sight of her child dying of thirst, Hagar leaves him under a bush, retreats a 
bow-shot away and weeps. God takes pity on her and all ends well. (No pun intended) 

  
How is this relevant? 
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Richard told his congregation that he had been an agnostic until he was thirty-three 
but “never stopped asking the big questions” when, as with Hagar, various personal 

events made him suddenly aware of the presence of God. “There will be times when 
you will have difficulties with your faith,” he said. “But take heart. Jesus didn’t come 

to make you more religious but more human! There is a popular saying, get a life! But 
Jesus said those who lose their old life will find a new one in him." 
 

Paul would have added, nothing in creation can separate us from the love of Jesus and 
the newness of life that he brings. A new life where our humanity wears the crowning 

glory that God originally intended. 
 

If this is what all-loving omnipotence means, I am all for it! 
 

With every blessing, 

Laurie  
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Home Groups  
– are a key part of Dronne Valley church life 

 

 

There are four to choose from: 
 

Alternate Tuesday mornings near Verteillac 10.00 for 10.30am. All are welcome. 
For more information contact Mike Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 
 
 

Alternate Tuesday evenings at 7.30pm near Ribérac  
For dates and location please contact  Gwyneth Marison 05 45 24 06 89 
 
 

Fortnightly on Tuesday mornings, 10.00 for 10.30am 

For dates and venue this month please contact Brian Cook on 05 45 98 43 00 
 
 

Fortnightly on Thursdays at 2.00pm at Ann Knight’s home, Chez Foucaud, 

Montboyer, between Chalais and Montmoreau 
Contact Ann for dates and directions – Ann Knight  05 45 98 22 17  
 

 

 
 
 

The groups are made up of friendly people who get together  
to talk over a small part of the Bible or another Christian  

book and enjoy a cup of coffee and cake.  
All of the groups are keen to welcome newcomers,  

but it’s a good idea to phone, so that we know you’re coming. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:gwyneth.rob@orange.fr
mailto:vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
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Bertric Burée Contacts: 
 

Priest with 

permission to 
officiate 

Brian Davies 05 53 91 19 90 briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

Licensed Lay 
Minister, 

Chaplaincy Warden 

Janis Adams 05 53 91 32 89 janadams2807@gmail.com 

Licensed Lay 

Minister, Synod 
Rep, Chaplaincy 
Rep 

Sheila 
Marshall 

05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Local Warden & 

Chaplaincy Rep 
Mike Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 mike.duncan@orange.fr 

Local Warden & 
Environmental 
Officer, Chaplaincy 

Rep 

Geoff Cogger 05 45 78 10 65 petgeo2@gmail.com 

Licensed Lay 

Minister, Diocesan 
and General Synod 

Rep for Europe 

Madeleine 
Holmes 

05 53 08 09 57 madeleine@peladis.plus.com 

Licensed Lay 
Minister 

Patrick 
Sturges 

05 5335 48 09 patsturges@aol.com 

Worship Leader Steve Long 05 53 91 96 48 steve_long@ntlworld.com 

Worship Leader 
Trevor 

Hodgkiss 
05 53 91 02 76 trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com 

Sunday School Kirsty Jones 05 53 81 03 85 kirstyflos@gmail.com 

Welcome Team 
Peter 
Robinson 

05 53 91 45 15 pjrob123@hotmail.com 

Sunday Morning 

Coffee Team 

Suzanne 

Reason 
05 53 90 24 05 suz_reason@hotmail.com 

Reading Rota Pam Davies 05 53 91 19 90 briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

Intercessions and 
Prayer Chain 

Sheila 
Marshall 

05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Prayer Ministry 
Cathy & Brian 
Wheatcroft 

05 53 90 62 85 chezmillefleurs@aol.com 

Chalice Rota Brian Cook 05 45 98 43 00 vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk 

Music Organiser Keith Lowe 05 45 98 49 45 kihlowe@hotmail.com 

Pastoral Care 
Coordinator 

Pam Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 pam.duncan01@icloud.com 

Fund Raising  Marie Ricketts  09 83 77 46 69 meha50@hotmail.com 

Communications 
Tony & Jill 

Stephens 
05 45 60 62 84 jmac2@wanadoo.fr 

 

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:janadams2807@gmail.com
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:petgeo2@gmail.com
mailto:madeleine@peladis.plus.com
mailto:patsturges@aol.com
mailto:steve_long@ntlworld.com
mailto:trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com
mailto:kirstyflos@gmail.com
mailto:suz_reason@hotmail.com
mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
mailto:vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:kihlowe@hotmail.com
mailto:pam.duncan01@icloud.com
mailto:meha50@hotmail.com
mailto:jmac2@wanadoo.fr
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Previous editions of DV Church News can be found HERE 
 

The minutes of June’s Church Committee meeting will soon be HERE 
 
 
 

The people in our church 

come from a wide range of 
church backgrounds and our 

worship reflects this diversity 

 
We warmly welcome you, 

wherever you are on your 

journey of faith 

 
 

  

Safeguarding Jill Stephens 05 45 60 62 84 jmac2@wanadoo.fr 

Stewardship, 

Church Committee 
David Jackson 05 46 86 49 66 dj.homemanager@yahoo.com 

Treasurer 
Mike Duncan 
– pro tem 

05 53 91 30 64 mike.duncan@orange.fr 

Committee Minutes 
Secretary 

Mary Eldon 05 53 91 35 56 david.eldon6@orange.fr 

Electoral Roll Jean Stocks 05 45 21 43 40 jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk 

Church Committee, 

Chap Aid 
Ian Jameson 05 16 29 02 36 ziggy@ovh.fr 

Church Committee 

and Upper Room 
Manager, Bring-and-

share lunches 

Ann Knight 05 45 98 22 17 ann@daveandannknight.co.uk 

Church Committee, 
Church Flowers 

Glenys 
Bogardis 

05 53 90 13 64 bogardis.glenys@orange.fr 

Newsletter Editor Keith Gunn  keith.gunn@ntlworld.com 

http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/index.php/dv-church-newsletters/
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchMinutesJune2017.pdf
mailto:jmac2@wanadoo.fr
mailto:dj.homemanager@yahoo.com
mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:david.eldon6@orange.fr
mailto:jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:ziggy@ovh.fr
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
mailto:bogardis.glenys@orange.fr
mailto:keith.gunn@ntlworld.com
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C L A SS I FI ED  A D VER T S  C L A S S IF IE D  A D V ER T S  
 

 Saint Laurent des Hommes Cattery  

Pension pour Chats 

 

 

 

 

Small, rural, family-run cattery 

Plenty of personal attention for your cats 

Four double units with heating and outdoor space 

No dogs 

En route to Bordeaux and Bergerac airports 

(24400 ) 

LOOF registered 

Excellent rates 

 
Please contact Dan or Kirsty Jones on: 

0553810385 
0781595939 

kirstyflos@gmail.com 
 

Siret: 52961235000031 
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Greetings Cards  

 
 

Pam’s handmade cards for all occasions, in aid of Church funds, are available following 

all services.   
 

Orders are welcome for special occasions:  

Pam Davies - 05 53 91 19 90     briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

 
 

I am a registered, fully insured, cleaner 
 

Available for temporary or permanent work and can do one-off 'pre-
opening' cleans for holiday rentals, clean up after your party or just a 
few hours as and when required. 

Commercial or domestic premises. 
 

I am based in the Charras / Montbron area, but I am 'cleaner can 
travel’.  
For a several hours in a day I would be willing to travel as far as Bertric 

Burrée. 
I can be contacted initially at radloulou@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Laura Connor  
Siret no 750803009 00018 under the Auto Entrepreneur scheme 

 
 

  

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:radloulou@yahoo.co.uk
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ould you like to use a qualified & registered builder from 
your own congregation?   

 
ENTREPRISE SIMON GEGG - Laudibertie 

24410 FESTALEMPS  
Restoration & conversion of old stone buildings. 
 

Project management  
• Carpentry: wide board oak flooring; chestnut & pine floors; balconies; windows, 

doors & stairs supplied & fitted 
• Drylining; plastering; tiling; terracing 

• Roofing & General building 
• All masonry work including Pierre de taille, moellon, rendering & pierre 

apparante 

 
Tel: 0553 90 36 22 (7pm to 9pm) or email Simongegg@outlook.com  

 
SIRET: 4353639300011  DECENNALE Insurance  Registered for TVA 

 

 
 
 

 
 

ANN KNIGHT – Soft furnishings, curtains, upholstery  
Do you have an old but comfy chair or sofa  
that needs sprucing up? Need some new curtains?  

 
Why not ask Ann for a professional quotation? 

Call 05 45 98 22 17 
 

Siret Number 529 194 946 00016 

 

 
 
 
 
 

W 

mailto:simongegg@outlook.com
tel:194%20946%2000016

