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January 2017 
The News can be printed out in whole or in part, or read on your computer  
 – in which case the underlined links will take you to further content.  
For the clearest result, download and read in Adobe Reader, rather than viewing in your browser 
 

 

   

 

More details here, and booking form here 
 

 

http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/retreat_flyer.pdf
http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/images/stories/pdf_files/2017echourgnacbookingform.pdf


 

2 
 

 

 

Sunday 1 January 10:30 Service of the Word, with Madeleine Holmes 

Sunday 8 January * 10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd David Kirby 

Wednesday 11 January 11:00 
Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion,  

with Revd Tony Lomas 

Saturday 14 January 15:00 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Service, Ribérac 

Hospital Chapel, with Revd Tony Lomas 

Sunday 15 January 10:30 Family Service 

Sunday 22 January 10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Brian Davies 

Sunday 29 January 10:30 
Special Service, Celebrating Christian Unity, with 
Revd Tony Lomas and Guy Delarbre‡ 

 
‡Guy Delarbre is Pastor of the Église Évangélique Libre de Bergerac 

 

Please join us for tea and coffee across the road 
in the Upper Room after each of the Sunday services 

 

*There will be a Bring-and-Share lunch following this service. 
Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and glass.  

We invite a donation of 1€50 towards the cost of  
bread and wine which will be supplied. 

 

 
 

 
 Diary Date: 
  

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Ecumenical Service 
  

Saturday 14th January 15:00 Hospital Chapel, Ribérac 

- see page 12 for more  

http://www.eel-bergerac.fr/presentation.htm
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Thy Kingdom Come...  
 -  a thought for the month from Madeleine Holmes 
 

Dear Diary...... 

A new Church Year plus the coming of the year 2017 has arrived!!  
Where did last year go and why so quickly?  

I am not sure I feel ready for this next one! 

s always, this is the time of year I look back over the year and review our world, 

our church and myself.  I know firstly that again this year I said ‘Oh what a 
glorious Autumn, the best yet!’ as did many of my friends... Was it really or am 

I and others really looking at our world with more open eyes and appreciating what 
God has given and gives to us, I wonder?.... 

Looking back over world events my heart is still so heavy with the refugee crisis, the 
wars going on in different parts of the world and especially the Middle East – and it 

seems too difficult to unravel who is fighting who sometimes.  And then from our’ 
sitting pretty in the West’ we have been rocked by terrorism, horror and deaths that 
we had not thought to see on our own doorsteps.  We are now coming up to the first 

anniversary of those awful atrocities in France and continue to pray for the pain of 
those who lost loved ones and those maimed by these events. 

For some of course, Brexit was a blow too far and unexpected?? Well perhaps by 
some and felt very keenly by those Brits living abroad and for some of us at a certain 

age it felt like everything was beginning to fall apart.  It’s not just that, Diary, but 
coping with the death of those who were with us in our walk with God, familiar faces 

gone and even familiar faces in our shops and on the market ... gone.  Change is all 
around us and as we have learned, there are more hard lessons to face with a 
breakdown in decency, respect and honour in our world politics and they are filtering 

down to our streets, copied from the bad examples set, as racism, hatred and division 
flair. 

Oh Diary, what a year! 

‘Fear not, for lo I am always with you till the end of time...’ says our God, our Saviour 
and so it was when Ignacious Loyola was writing about his Spiritual Exercises many 

years ago, as we struggle in our Daily Life and strive to look with God’s eyes on our 
world, as he did, we are reminded... ‘Thy Kingdom Come O God....’ 
 

he kingdom of God is not simply what awaits us in heaven at some time in the 
future. By becoming one of us in Christ, God revealed how the kingdom of God 

breaks into history, here and now.  The kingdom of God is not a place but a way 
of living and being.   
God is so Good, Diary! -On the morning I woke to hear Donald Trump was to be 

President of the United States I read The United States Catholic Catechism for Adults, 
quite by ‘accident’ (!) and it beautifully describes the kingdom of God revealed in 

Jesus Christ: 
 
It is a Kingdom of love, justice, and mercy, where sins are forgiven, the sick 

are made whole, enemies are reconciled, captives are freed, and the needs of 
the poor are met. 

It is all these things and more, for ultimately the Kingdom of Jesus Christ and 
all he means for us.  The Kingdom is already here because of the redemption 

A 

T 



 

4 
 

 

of Jesus Christ. But in another sense, it is ‘not yet’ here, since Christ’s final 
transformation of individuals, society, and culture has yet to happen in its 
fullness.  This is why we need to pray this petition ‘Thy Kingdom come’ every 

day and work for its coming.  (the underlining is mine) 
 

And so Diary peace descends as I realise in 2017 I have to continue keeping on in 
love, justice, mercy and wait for the Kingdom to arrive..... 
 

Madeleine 
  

 

 

 

 

The Upper Room 
 

– is open on the second Wednesday of each month from 
11:00 to 14:00 for coffee, a light lunch, browse around the 

Book Barn and friendly fellowship.  
 
That’s 11th January  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The start of the New Year could be a good time to sign up for  

daily Bible emails with readings and comments  
from the excellent Word Live 

 
 
 

www.wordlive.org    

 
 

 
 

 
 

The Annual Church Meeting will be Sunday 12th February.  
 

Nominations for office gladly accepted-  

We need a Treasurer, Pastoral Care Co-ordinator,  
Fund-raiser and Local Warden    

https://www.wordlive.org/Session
https://www.wordlive.org/Session
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Knit and Natter 
 

There will be two Knit, Natter and Craft Club meetings in January so, if you would like to knit or 
crochet, or learn how to do it, please come along to the Upper Room 19th and 26th January.   
 
Join us for tea, biscuits and a lovely natter  
 

Contact: Jean Stocks 

 

 

 

 

BBC, Brexit and Bacon Butties 
 

John Laurenson, a reporter for the BBC based in Paris, visited The Dronne 
Valley Church at Bertric Burée the weekend of our jumble sale at the end of 
October to inquire how, or if, Brexit was affecting Brits living in rural France.  

 
He enjoyed a bacon buttie, talked to a few of us and came to the church 

service on Sunday morning.  

 

His report, which was heard on Radio 4’s The World Tonight can be heard 

HERE - click the arrow on the bottom left of the picture of Donald Trump 
and our 'piece' is 19 minutes in, if you’d like to hear it in context. 

 
Alternatively our Brexit item is available on its own HERE 

 

  

mailto:jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b083l8qy
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/World-Tonight-in-Bertric-Buree.mp3
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Christmas at The Dronne Valley Church 
 

 

Mike Duncan writes: 
 

e started Advent with a traditional service of Advent Carols lead by Sheila 
Marshall and Revd Tony Lomas, followed by a time of fellowship over 
refreshments in the Upper Room. 

 
Our Service of Lessons and Carols was rather earlier than usual this year, on the 9th 

December, at Ribérac church and led by Revd Tony Lomas and Fr Philippe 
Doumenge. The Variations Choir led us in our singing of traditional Christmas 
Carols, accompanied on the organ by Keith Lowe and on flute by Jill Balfour. The 

congregation was made up of folk from Bertric Burée church and from the Roman 
Catholic and Eglise Reformée churches. It was a wonderful opportunity to share 

worship and fellowship with friends old and new and, of course, the service was 
followed by mince pies and mulled wine. 
 

fter many years of Shirley and Brian Cook providing us with an opportunity to 
sing Carols and enjoy afternoon tea at their home - for which we thank them; 

sadly, they have decided not to continue and to enjoy a well-earned rest. 
Quite by chance, though, we were able to accept an offer by Dan Jones to arrange 
a Jazz Carol event. 

 

  
ur thanks are due to Helen and James Gray who made their home 
available to us, to the St Laurent Jazz Quartet for the music,  

and to all those who provided delicious food and wine.  
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About 60 of us enjoyed an 
entertaining, fun-filled evening at 17th 

December’s Jazz Carol event and 
proceeds were donated to the Bishop’s 

Advent Appeal, along with the 
offertory from the Ribérac Carol 

Service. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

On Christmas Day, we had a full church 
and enjoyed meeting friends and  

relatives visiting family living in France. 
 

 
Revd Brian Davies presided 

at the Eucharist service 
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Tony Thomas writes:  
 

Last year I once again 
led a party of Christians 

on a Bible study tour of 
Israel.  HERE is the 

story and some photos 
of that trip. 

 
I am leading another 

tour from 7th to 17th 

June 2017.  This is with 
Oak Hall Expeditions, 

who also have tours on 
other dates during the 

summer.  For those who 
are interested you can 

find out more here:  
 

 

 

www.oakhall.co.uk/israel/israel 

 

 

 

Prayer Ministry 
 

Prayer ministry is offered at Bertric Burée by members of the team at the 
services on Sundays in the side chapel. Please take advantage of this for 
anything for which you would like prayer support. 

 
On the 1st and 3rd Sundays this is available after the service and on the 2nd 

and 4th Sundays during the serving of communion. 
 
Prayer ministry is available after each service in the Upper Room.  

 
To help you to identify members of the team, we will be 

wearing these white dove badges. 
 
If you have any questions about prayer ministry or any 

ideas or suggestions, please contact Cathy and Brian, or 
speak to another member of the team. 

 
Cathy and Brian Wheatcroft 05 53 90 62 85  
chezmillefleurs@aol.com 

http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Israel2016.pdf
http://www.oakhall.co.uk/israel/israel
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
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      - say ‘May we introduce you to Faith Mueni Charles?’ 

 

Faith owns a cookstove that she bought through our partner Paradigm in Kenya. 
 

Like many of her neighbours, Faith struggled to pay family expenses. School fees 

for her three children were especially challenging –  “Many times my children 
would be sent back home for lack of school fees and they didn't do well because 
of the days they missed”. 
 

She barely had enough for the basics – with a substantial part of her money 
going towards charcoal to cook three meals a day. Her husband is not able to 

contribute much – there are few jobs available in their town so he has moved 
more than 400km away, 
to Kenya’s coast, but even 

there work is hard to find. 
 

 
 
Since buying the 

cookstove through a down 
payment and then a 

number of instalments, 
things have got better for 
Faith and her children.  

 
 

 
 
 

 

https://www.climatestewards.org
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The same amount of charcoal now lasts three to four times longer, Faith is able 
to save around $2 per week. “I am able to pay school fees for my kids and I can 
also pay for a tutor so they keep doing well in school”, she says. 

 
After paying the school fees, a little money remains. She has used it to start a 

business, buying charcoal, firewood and tea leaves in bulk and selling smaller 
units at a modest profit. This profit she uses to buy the small things they could 
not afford before: new clothes and linen for the house. 

 
As well as saving 

money, Faith also 
enjoys cooking 

more now. Her 
previous method, 
using three stones, 

was cumbersome 
and smoky. “The 

smoke affected 
us”, she says.  
Often, she would 

cough and her eyes 
would water while 

cooking and she 
would have chest 
pains afterwards.  

 
With the new stove, the fire is contained, which results in less smoke, less 

charcoal used and a shorter cooking time. 
 
Behind Faith, in a corner of the kitchen, stands another energy-saving cookstove. 

Faith has bought one for her mother too. “I’ll take it to her next week”, she says 
with a big smile. 

 

www.climatestewards.org 
 
 
 

If you pay income tax in France, don’t miss this offer 
of free led energy-saving lightbulbs: 

 

www.mesampoulesgratuites.fr 
 

https://www.climatestewards.org/
http://www.mesampoulesgratuites.fr/
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The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2017 
 

Saturday 14th January at 15:00 
 

Hospital Chapel Ribérac 

 

‘Reconciliation - the love of Christ compels us’ 
‘Nous réconcilier - l'amour du Christ nous y presse’ 

 

2 Corinthians 5: 14-20 
 

 

 

This year’s service 

for the Week of 
Prayer for Christian 

Unity has been 

prepared by the 
council of Churches 

in Germany, in the 

context of the 
anniversary of the 

Reformation 

 

 

 

Image: Tank trap - part of the Berlin Wall’s defences  

The service will have two accents:  

-To celebrate God’s love and grace, reflecting the main concern of the churches 
marked by Martin Luther’s Reformation.  
-To recognize the pain of the subsequent deep divisions which afflicted the Church, 

and offer an opportunity to take steps toward reconciliation. 

 

Please join us for this opportunity to worship and pray for church unity 

with our brothers and sisters of the local Roman Catholic  

and Eglise Réformée congregations. 

A week of reflections on Christian Unity is available HERE  
from Churches Together in Britain and Ireland  

http://www.biblica.com/bible/online-bible/?osis=NIV:2Cor.5.14-2Cor.5.20
https://ctbi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/WPCU-2017-English-8-Days-A5.pdf
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Home Groups  

– are a key part of Dronne Valley church life 
 

 
There are four to choose from: 
 
Tuesday mornings near Verteillac 10.00 for 10.30am. All are welcome. 

For more information contact Mike Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 
 
 

Alternate Tuesday evenings at 7.30pm near Ribérac  

For dates and location please contact  Gwyneth Marison 05 45 24 06 89 
 
 

Fortnightly on Tuesday mornings, 10.00 for 10.30am 
For dates and venue this month please contact Brian Cook on 05 45 98 43 00 
 
 

Fortnightly on Thursdays at 2.00pm at Ann Knight’s home, Chez Foucaud, 
Montboyer, between Chalais and Montmoreau 

Contact Ann for dates and directions – Ann Knight  05 45 98 22 17  
 
 

 

 
 

The groups are made up of friendly people who get together  
to talk over a small part of the Bible or another Christian  

book and enjoy a cup of coffee and cake.  
All of the groups are keen to welcome newcomers,  

but it’s a good idea to phone, so that we know you’re coming. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:gwyneth.rob@orange.fr
mailto:vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
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Bertric Burée Contacts: 
 

Priest with 

permission to 
officiate 

Brian Davies 05 53 91 19 90 briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

Licensed Lay 
Minister, 

Safeguarding, 
Chaplaincy Warden 

Janis Adams 05 53 91 32 89 janadams2807@gmail.com 

Licensed Lay 
Minister, Synod 
Rep, Chaplaincy 

Rep 

Sheila 
Marshall 

05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Local Warden & 
Chaplaincy Rep 

Mike Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 mike.duncan@orange.fr 

Local Warden vacancy   

Licensed Lay 
Minister, Diocesan 

and General Synod 
Rep for Europe 

Madeleine 

Holmes 
05 53 08 09 57 madeleine@peladis.plus.com 

Licensed Lay 
Minister 

Patrick 
Sturges 

05 5335 48 09 patsturges@aol.com 

Worship Leader Steve Long 05 53 91 96 48 steve_long@ntlworld.com 

Worship Leader 
Trevor 
Hodgkiss 

05 53 91 02 76 trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com 

Organisers 

Sunday School Kirsty Jones 05 53 81 03 85 kirstyflos@gmail.com 

Welcome Team Helen Gray 05 53 90 25 85 helenandjames24@gmail.com 

Sunday Morning 
Coffee Team 

Suzanne 
Reason 

05 53 90 24 05 suz_reason@hotmail.com 

Reading Rota Pam Davies 05 53 91 19 90 briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

Intercessions and 

Prayer Chain 

Sheila 

Marshall 
05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Prayer Ministry 
Cathy & Brian 

Wheatcroft 
05 53 90 62 85 chezmillefleurs@aol.com 

Chalice Rota Brian Cook 05 45 98 43 00 vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk 

Music Organiser Keith Lowe 05 45 98 49 45 kihlowe@hotmail.com 

Pastoral Care 
Coordinator, 

Church Committee 

Elizabeth 
Faulkner 

05 45 98 41 25 elizabeth.faulkner@orange.fr 

 

  

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:janadams2807@gmail.com
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:madeleine@peladis.plus.com
mailto:patsturges@aol.com
mailto:steve_long@ntlworld.com
mailto:trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com
mailto:kirstyflos@gmail.com
mailto:helenandjames24@gmail.com
mailto:suz_reason@hotmail.com
mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
mailto:vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:kihlowe@hotmail.com
mailto:elizabeth.faulkner@orange.fr
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Previous editions of DV Church News can be found HERE 
 
 

The minutes of November’s Church Committee meeting are HERE 
The minutes of December’s Church Committee meeting are HERE 

 
 
 

The people in our church 

come from a wide range of 

church backgrounds and our 
worship reflects this diversity 

 

We warmly welcome you, 
wherever you are on your 

journey of faith 

 

Elected Representatives and Volunteers 

Church Committee, 
Environmental 
Officer 

Geoff Cogger 05 45 78 10 65 petgeo2@gmail.com 

Stewardship, Church 

Committee 
David Jackson 05 46 86 49 66 dj.homemanager@yahoo.com 

Treasurer, Church 

Committee 

Margaret 

Keane 
05 45 78 14 59 margaretkeane100@gmail.com 

Communications, 
Church Committee 

Pauline 
Hansler 

05 53 90 94 42 pauline2603@me.com 

Committee Minutes 
Secretary 

Mary Eldon 05 53 91 35 56 david.eldon6@orange.fr 

Electoral Roll Jean Stocks 05 45 21 43 40 jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk 

Church Committee, 

Chap Aid 
Ian Jameson 05 16 29 02 36 ziggy@ovh.fr 

Church Committee 

and Upper Room 
Manager, Bring-and-

share lunches 

Ann Knight 05 45 98 22 17 ann@daveandannknight.co.uk 

Church Committee, 
Church Flowers 

Glenys 
Bogardis 

05 53 90 13 64 bogardis.glenys@orange.fr 

Newsletter Editor Keith Gunn  keith.gunn@ntlworld.com 

http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/dv-church-newsletters/
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchMinutesNovember2016.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchMinutesDecember2016.pdf
mailto:petgeo2@gmail.com
mailto:dj.homemanager@yahoo.com
mailto:david.eldon6@orange.fr
mailto:jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:ziggy@ovh.fr
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
mailto:bogardis.glenys@orange.fr
mailto:keith.gunn@ntlworld.com
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C L A SS I FI ED  A D VER T S  C L A S S IF IE D  A D V ER T S  

 

 Saint Laurent des Hommes Cattery  

Pension pour Chats 

 

 

 

 

Small, rural, family-run cattery 

Plenty of personal attention for your cats 

Four double units with heating and outdoor space 

No dogs 

En route to Bordeaux and Bergerac airports 

(24400 ) 

LOOF registered 

Excellent rates 

 
Please contact Dan or Kirsty Jones on: 

0553810385 
0781595939 

kirstyflos@gmail.com 
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Siret: 52961235000031 

Greetings Cards  

 
 

Pam’s handmade cards for all occasions, in aid of Church funds, are available following 
all services.   
 

Orders are welcome for special occasions:  

Pam Davies - 05 53 91 19 90     briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
 
 

I am a registered, fully insured, cleaner 
 

Available for temporary or permanent work and can do one-off 'pre-
opening' cleans for holiday rentals, clean up after your party or just a 

few hours as and when required. 
Commercial or domestic premises. 
 

I am based in the Charras / Montbron area, but I am 'cleaner can 
travel’.  

For a several hours in a day I would be willing to travel as far as Bertric 
Burrée. 
I can be contacted initially at radloulou@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Laura Connor  
Siret no 750803009 00018 under the Auto Entrepreneur scheme 

 
 

  

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:radloulou@yahoo.co.uk
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ould you like to use a qualified & registered builder from 
your own congregation?   

 
ENTREPRISE SIMON GEGG - Laudibertie 

24410 FESTALEMPS  
Restoration & conversion of old stone buildings. 
 

Project management  
 Carpentry: wide board oak flooring; chestnut & pine floors; balconies; windows, 

doors & stairs supplied & fitted 
 Drylining; plastering; tiling; terracing 

 Roofing & General building 
 All masonry work including Pierre de taille, moellon, rendering & pierre 

apparante 

 
Tel: 0553 90 36 22 (7pm to 9pm) or email Simongegg@outlook.com  

 
SIRET: 4353639300011  DECENNALE Insurance  Registered for TVA 

 

 
 
 

 
 

ANN KNIGHT – Soft furnishings, curtains, upholstery  
Do you have an old but comfy chair or sofa  
that needs sprucing up? Need some new curtains?  

 
Why not ask Ann for a professional quotation? 

Call 05 45 98 22 17 
 

Siret Number 529 194 946 00016 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

W 

mailto:simongegg@outlook.com
tel:194%20946%2000016

