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An enthusiastic  collection of angels, wise men, shepherds (and Christmas trees )  

assembled  at the front of the church in  the Crib Service   
Sunday 21st December  -  bringing  to a colourful   

end our first -ever Christmas Tree Festival  
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Over the weekend of the 20 th  and 21 st  December we had our first ever  

Chri stmas Tree  Festival. Local clubs, organisations and  individuals  
were invited to decorate and exhibit a Christmas Tree.  

 

We ended up with t welve trees and 
the ones by The Interesting 

Gardening Club  and our church 
Sunday School  were judged the best 
by those visiting the Festival.  

 
Refreshments including mulled 

wine, mi nce pies, bacon 
sandwiches, tea and coffee were 

served  all day in the newly -
available Upper Room across the 
road and we had a good n umber of 

visitors.  

 

There was a raffle, with Brian Wilkinson w inning 
the hamper and Ian Jameson a duck. The sale of 

refreshments raised 245ú for the Upper Room 
project . Our grateful thanks to Sue and Lionel 
Gamon for this great initiative and to all of the  

team who sorted out  the details.  
  

The Festival ended with a glorious telling of the 
Nativity Story in the Crib Service. The church was full and there was a 'cast of 
thousands' of children ( -of all ages , as can be seen from the photo of the Magi), ably 

lead by Cathy Wheatcro ft and Madeleine Holmes.  
  

This was a  truly memorable occasion and our thanks are due to everyone involved in 
its production . W e give glory to God for blessing us with this great opportunity to 
reach  out to the community.  

   Mike Duncan 
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Sunday 4 January 10:30  Service of the Word , with Madeleine Holmes  

Sunday 4 January 16:00  Evensong  with  Sheila Marshall  

Sunday 11 January 10:30  
Holy Communion, with Revd Brian Davies  
and Sheila Marshall. Childrenôs Sunday School  

Wednesday 14 January 11:00  
Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion   

with Revd Brian Davies  

Saturday 17 January 15:00  Service of Christian Unity at Ribérac Hospital Chapel  

Saturday 18 January 10:30  Family Service, with Janis Adams  

Sunday 25 January 10:30  
Holy Communion, with Revd Brian Davies  
Childrenôs Sunday School  

  
Please join us for tea and coffee after each of the Sunday services 

 
There will be a Br ing and Share lunch 11th January following the morning service. 

Details of the venue  will be announced soon (at the latest, on the day!) so please 
join us, bringing a dish to share and with your own cutlery, plate and glass.  
We invite a donation of 1ú50 towards the cost of bread and wine which will be 

supplied.  
 

 
 

The people in our church 
come from a wide range of church backgrounds 

and our worship reflects this diversity 
 

We warmly welcome you, 
wherever you are on your journey of faith 
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A thought for the month… 
 

 
ince Pam and I came to Aquitaine four years ago we have 

shared many experiences and learned many things sharing in 
fellowship with the community of faith in the Dronne Valley. For 

me, one of the outstanding has been the experience of God ôs 

continuing faithfulness. There have been times when my heart has 
lurched  within me and I have thought óyou can ôt do that ô, and yet I 

have been enabled by his grace to overcome those fears and 
inadequacies. I am encouraged by the words of St Paul when he says 
óI can do all things through Christ who strengthens me ô. (Ephesians 

4:13)  
   

et us for a moment enter into the experience of Abraham to 
whom God said óLeave your country, your people and your 
father ôs household and go to the land I will show you ô (Genesis 

12: 1). Abraham was being challenged to step out into the unknown, 
and to do so without certainty, his only confidence being to trust in 

Godôs promises and provision, but the point is that he was not stepping 
into the óunknown ô from the óunknown ô, but from the óknown ô. He had 
experienced God ôs faithfulness and the challen ge was to ótrust ô based 

on that experience. Just as there is no way of learning to pray except 
by ódoing ô, so there is no way to learn about trust except by ótrusting ô. 

    
or ourselves as a community of faith there is a truth to hold onto 

here. This is not ómyô church; it is not óyour ô church; it is not  even  
óourô church; it is God ôs church. He has brought it into being, the 

growth is His and he speaks to us through the word s of Isaiah when he 

says óSo is my word that goes forth from my mouth; it will not return 
to me fruitless, but it will accomplish that which I purpose, and 

succeed in the task I gave it ô (Isaiah 55: 8 -9)  
 

he Christian is on a journey; he or she is going somewhere, 

forever moving forward, trusting by faith in God ôs perspectives ï 
moving from the óknown ô to the óunknown ô. Paul speaks again of 

óleaving those things which are behind and straining towards what lies 
ahead ô, of ópressing on ô.  
 

   Here is challe nge, here is encouragement, and here  is confidence as 
we stand on the threshold of a New Year, as we pursue the exciting 

vision of the Upper Room.  
   
 óMay the lord bless you and keep you; may the Lord make his face to 

shine upon you; may the Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon 
you, and give you his peace ô. 

    For the past óthanks ô; to the future óyesô, 
 

With prayers and blessings,   Brian Davies 
Priest - in -charge at Bertric Burée  
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In January 2015 we will start a training course for new  

Congregation al Worship Leaders in Training  

The course is open to all, so you might 

like to explore whether leading worship 

is something for you, or you might be 

interested to learn more abou t some of 

the topics that will be discussed.  

 

Besides topics related to leading 

worship and preaching, we will cover 

subject s of  more general interest, such 

as The Old & New Testaments,  

Lectio Divina, Anglicanism, The Creeds, 

Liturgy, The Spiritual Discip lines etc.  

The sessions will be on the se Saturdays:  

31 January, 28 February, 18 April, 5 September, 17 October 2015  

at the Eglise Evangelique Libre, Bergerac.  

Thereôs more information here  

Looking forward to seeing you in the New Year!  
 

Every blessing, Paul Vrolijk 

 

If you would like to speak to someone about the course, please email  
Roger Cheale (cheale@wanadoo.fr), or Paul Vrolijk (paul.vrolijk@gmail.com) 

And if you would like to participate on one or more days,  
please inform Amy Owensmith (chapaq.office@gmail.com) 

 
Prayer Meetings 

Please join us at the church Prayer Meetings 
1st and 3rd Wednesday each month for just one hour in Bertric Burée church. 

 

This month ï 7th and 21st  January at 5pm  

http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/2015cwltraining.pdf
mailto:cheale@wanadoo.fr
mailto:paul.vrolijk@gmail.com
mailto:chapaq.office@gmail.com
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We will be going on a 'frostbite' randonée  
in the Lusignac area on  

Thursday 22nd January followed by  
a warming lunch nearby.  

 

Details in the weekly church bulletin nearer the time  
or direct from me, Jaki Moorhouse, by email  

  
We look forward to a great walk and don't forget  that  
non -walkers are a lways welcome to join us for lunch (but 

tell me in advance in case booking is needed)  
 

         Jaki Moorhouse  
 
 
 
Sue Gamon, our Stewardship Officer writes:  

 

 
As members of The Dronne Valley Church at Bertric Burée and good 

stewards of the gifts God has blessed us with, it is important that we are 
accountable for all of the gifts that have been offered in support of our 

church life and community.   
We have done some wonderful things over the past year; all with Godôs abundant 
blessings that you have shared so generously.  

 
Our church has made progress in the past year in educating our children and adults 

through Sunday School, Home Groups and workshops.  We have reached out to 
those in need and provided opportunities for member s with similar interests to 

fellowship.  We have signed a 6 year lease on a house in the village, The Upper 
Room , which promises to be the start of an excit ing new óOutreachô project.  
 

Our lives have been shaped and transformed by our church family experience 
because of  

 
¶ A dedicated team of 6 Worship Leaders  
¶ Sacristan, chalice assistants, Welcomers and Lesson Readers  

¶ Sunday School Leaders  
¶ Musicians and choristers  

¶ Social and Fundraising Events  
¶ Pastoral Care  
¶ Outreach Groups  

¶ Communications  
¶ Wardens and Committee  

 
 -  and much more.   
  

mailto:jakimoorhouse@aol.com
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/TheUpperRoomDec2014.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/TheUpperRoomDec2014.pdf
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If you click on th is link to the Ministries Brochure  you can find out about the 
ministries which you can be involved in to help our church grow in strength and 
number.  

 
In order for this to work though we do need money and because of your generosity 

in 2014 through the collecti on plate, and your regular offerings by the envelope 
scheme, direct debit or Gift Aid we raised 89% of our budget or in real terms 
25,400ú. A  further 10% i.e.  3,000ú came from fundraising events and 1% i.e.  900ú 

from the sale of coffee, eggs and books.  Th e bulk of this money is spent on a salary 
for our Chaplain, contributions to the Diocese in Europe, training days, expenses and 

administrative costs. This year only 1500ú was spent locally but in 2015 this will 
change as we enter the next stage of our chur chôs journey with The Upper Room . 

 
In addition a further 4500ú has been raised for charitable causes through fundraising 
events and retiring collections.  

 
Thank you for growing generous hearts and minds in our church at Bertric Burée 

which helps to further  Godôs work in this little corner of France. 
 

Sue 
 

 

 

C h r i s t i a n s  C a r i n g  f o r  t h e  W o r l d  G o d  G a v e  U s   

 

 

You can find news of faith-
motivated  

environmental initiatives on the 
ΨƎǊŜŜƴŎƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩ 

website 
 

 

The green christian  prayer dairy for January is here  

 

 
 

Don’t forget to visit our Chaplaincy Web Site 

 
-with articles and news of the 12 Chaplaincy churches,  

 including the Dronne Valley Church  

 
 

http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Ministries-Brochure.pdf
http://www.greenchristian.org.uk/
http://greenchristian.us9.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=a7dc3f7a38f7391c30b585c86&id=cf7758e29d&e=72db75d66b
http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/
http://www.greenchristian.org.uk/
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  

 
 

Semaine de Prière 
pour lôUnit® 
Chrétienne  
  

Jésus lui dit:  
óDonne -moi  ¨ boireô  
John 4: 7 
 
 

This year's theme comes 
to us from the churches of 

Brazil. Brazilians, who 
have traditionally been 
tolerant of their various 

social classes and ethnic 
groups, are now living 

through a time of growing 
intolerance made manifest 
in high  levels of violence, 

especially against 
minorities and the 

vulnerable. The logic that 
undergirds this kind of 
behaviour is competition 

for the religious market.  
 

Increasingly, in Brazil, some Christian groups compete with one another for a place 
on the mass media, for new members and for public funds.  

 
The Brazilian churches have begun to recognise that intolerance should be dealt with 
in a positive way -  respecting diversity and promoting dialogue as a permanent path 

of reconciliation and peace in fidel ity to the gospel. We can share this recognition. 
Although the competition between churches is less obvious in Europe , we are well 

aware that competition and violent discrimination lie beneath the surface of our lives 
together. Jesus challenges us to ackno wledge that diversity is part of God's design, 
to approach one another in trust and to see the face of God in the face of all men 

and women.  
 

The service is Saturday 17th January 2015 at 3.00 pm in Ribérac Hospital Chapel .  
 
 

 

Please join us for this opportunity to worship and pray for church unity with our 
brothers and sisters of the local Roman Catholic and Eglise Réformée 
congregations.         
          Sheila Marshall 
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Our church Environmental Officer,  

Geoff Cogger , writes:  

ñI h ope you all had a good Christmas with plenty to eat 

and in good company  -  perhaps in front of a good log 

burning stove, feet up and watching some of those 

dreadful Christmas repeats on the television.   

Did we spare the time to th ink about those who were 

homeless and out in the cold with very little to keep 

them going ?   

The need for food banks continues throughout the year and it seems that the 

numbers who need help are growing almost daily. Whether they be here in rural 

France or  in large inner city areas , let's all do just a little to help them.   

At Bertric Burée we have a collection box at the back of the church. Just an extra tin 

of veg or a packet of pasta (any non -perishable foodstuffs) added to your weekly 

shop and placed i n the box, is all it takes.  Couldn't be easier could it?  

 

Thanks to all those whoôve helped over the last yearò 

Geoff 

http://www.secours-catholique.org/nos-actions/nos-actions-en-france  

 

 

 

 
Previous editions of DV Church News are available here ï 

 

December    November   October   September   August    July    June    May  
 

The minutes of Novemberôs church committee meeting are   here    

 

 
 
Weôve recently received letters from the two 
Ugandan children whose education we are 
helping to fund , as a church,  through Fields of 

Life .  
Here are  the letters .....  

 

 Joel  Vangeliss              

http://www.secours-catholique.org/nos-actions/nos-actions-en-france
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchNewsDecember2014.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchNewsNovember2014.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchNewsOctober2014.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchNewsSeptember2014.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchNewsAugust2014.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchNewsJuly2014.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchNewsJune2014.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchNewsMay2014.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchMinutes12November2014.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/letter-joel.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/letter-vangeliss.pdf
http://fieldsoflife.org/
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ï are a key part of  Dronne Valley church life  

 
There are five to choose from: 

 

Tuesday mornings near Verteillac  10.00 for 10.30am.  All are welcome.  
For more information contact Mike Duncan  05 53 91 30 64  

 
 
Alternate Tuesday evenings at 7.30pm near Ribérac  

For dates and location please contact  Gwyneth Marison  05 45 24 06 89  
 

 
Fortnightly on Tuesday mornings, 10.00 for 10.30am,  
usually at Susanna Isaacôs home, near Ribérac 

For dates this month contact Brian Cook  on 05 45 98 43 00  
 

 
Fortnightly on Thursdays at 2.00pm  at Ann Knightôs home, Chez Foucaud, 
Montboyer, which is between Chalais and Montmor eau 

Contact Ann for dates and directions ï Ann Knight   05 45 98 22 17  
 

 
Wednesday afternoons in the Charente Maritime.  
Starting about 2.00pm for 2.30pm and finish about 4.00pm. All are welcome.  

For further information contact David Jackson   
05 46 86 49 66  dj.homemanager@yahoo.c om  

 
 

The groups are made up of friendly people who like to get together  
to talk over a small part of the Bible or another Christian book  

and enjoy a cup of coffee and cake.  
All of the groups are keen to welcome newcomers,  

but ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ǇƘƻƴŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΦ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:gwyneth.rob@orange.fr
mailto:vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
mailto:dj.homemanager@yahoo.com
mailto:dj.homemanager@yahoo.com
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Why not  pause for a few minutes  

and listen to our Chaplain Paulôs 
Carol Service sermon ? 

 
 

His subject :    ñPeace ï How Can It Be?ò 
 
   òPeace-How Can It Be?ó 

 
 

 
 

 

       

 
 

 
  

http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/sermons1/sermon/48-peace-how-can-it-be-carol-service-talk
http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/sermons1/sermon/48-peace-how-can-it-be-carol-service-talk
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Bertric Burée Contacts:  
 

Chaplain for the 

Aquitaine  

Revd. Dr Paul 

Vrolijk 
05 53 23 40 73    paul.vrolijk@gmail.com  

Priest - in -Charge  
Revd Brian 

Davies 
05 53 91 19 90  briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk  

Licensed Lay 

Minister,  
Communications 

& Safeguarding, 
Chaplaincy  Rep 

Janis Adams 05 53 91 32 89  janadams2807@gmail.com  

Licensed Lay 
Minister, Synod 
Rep 

Sheila Marshall 05 53 90 95 69  sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com  

Warden & 

Chaplaincy Rep  
Mike Duncan 05 53 91 30 64  mike.duncan@orange.fr  

Warden  Tony Stephens 05 45 60 62 84  alconway@talk21.com  

Licensed Lay 
Minister  

Madeleine 
Holmes 

05 53 04 85 44  madeleine.holmes13@gmail.com  

Licensed Lay 

Minister in 
Training  

Patrick Sturges 05 5335 48 09  patsturges@aol.com  

Worship Leader  Steve Long 05 53 91 96 48  steve_long@ntlworld.com  

Worship Leader  
Trevor 
Hodgkiss 

05 53 91 02 76  trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com  

Organisers  

Sunday School  Kirsty Jones 05 53 81 03 85  kirstyflos@gmail.com  

Welcome Team  Helen Gray 05 53 90 25 85  helenandjames24@gmail.com  

Pastoral Team, 

Committee  
Pam Duncan 05 53 91 30 64  pam.duncan01@icloud.com  

Sunday Morning 
Coffee Team  

Jaki 
Moorhouse 

05 45 78 32 57  jakimoorhouse@aol.com  

Reading Rota  Pam Davies 05 53 91 19 90  briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk  

Intercessions and 
Prayer Chain  

Sheila Marshall 05 53 90 95 69  sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com  

Prayer Ministry  
Cathy & Brian 

Wheatcroft 
05 53 90 62 85  chezmillefleurs@aol.com  

Chalice Rota  Brian Cook 05 45 98 43 00  vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk  

Music Organiser  Keith Lowe 05 45 98 49 45  kihlowe@hotmail.com  

  

mailto:paul.vrolijk@gmail.com
mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:janadams2807@gmail.com
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:alconway@talk21.com
mailto:madeleine.holmes13@gmail.com
mailto:patsturges@aol.com
mailto:steve_long@ntlworld.com
mailto:trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com
mailto:kirstyflos@gmail.com
mailto:helenandjames24@gmail.com
mailto:pam.duncan01@icloud.com
mailto:jakimoorhouse@aol.com
mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
mailto:vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:kihlowe@hotmail.com
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Please remember to take photos of church events,  
and send them to the editor  to use in the newsletter  

 
[ If you have the technology to do so, please send the  

photos sized to at least 1000  pixels  

on the longest side]  
 

 
Thanks  KG 

 
  

Elected Representatives and Volunteers  

Chap -Aid, Church 
Committee, 
Environmental 

Officer  

Geoff Cogger 05 45 78 10 65  petgeo2@gmail.com  

Treasurer  David Jackson 05 46 86 49 66  dj.homemanager@yahoo.com  

Stewardship  Sue Gamon 05 53 91 68 03  sgcoutures64@gmail.com  

Church 
Committee, Social 

and Fundraising  

Cilla Pickett 05 53 91 88 71  cillapickett@googlemail.com  

Committee  
Minutes Secretary  

Mary Eldon 05 53 91 35 56  david.eldon6@orange.fr  

Electoral Roll  Jean Stocks 05 45 21 43 40  jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk  

Bring & Share 

Lunches  
Jill Stephens 05 45 60 62 84  jmac2@wanadoo.fr  

Church 
Committee  

Ian Jameson 05 45 70 25 87  ilj@aliceadsl.fr  

mailto:keith.gunn@ntlworld.com
mailto:petgeo2@gmail.com
mailto:dj.homemanager@yahoo.com
mailto:sgcoutures64@gmail.com
mailto:cillapickett@googlemail.com
mailto:david.eldon6@orange.fr
mailto:jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:%20jmac2@wanadoo.fr
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……………........... CLASSIFIED ADS .......................... 

 
 

 

Greetings Cards - Handmade cards for all occasions, in aid of 

Church funds, will be available following all services.    
 

Orders are welcome for special occasions:  
Pam Davies -  05 53 91 19 90     briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk  

 
 

 
 

I am a registered, fully insured, cleaner 

 
Available for temporary or permanent work and can do one -off 

'pre -opening' cleans for holiday rentals, clean up after your party 
or just a few hours as and when required.  

Commercial or domestic premises.  
 

I am ba sed in the Charras / Montbron area, but I am 'cleaner can 
travelô.  

For a several hours in a day I would be willing to travel as far as 
Bertric Burrée.  

I can be contacted initially at radloulou@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Laura Connor  

Siret no 750803009 00018 under the Auto Entrepreneur scheme  

 

 
 

ould you like to use a qualified & registered builder 

from your own congregation?   
 

ENTREPRISE SIMON GEGG - Laudibertie 

24410 FESTALEMPS  
Restoration & conversion of old stone buildings. 

 
Project management  

¶ Carpentry: wide board oak flooring; chestnut  & pine floors; balconies; 
windows, doors & stairs supplied & fitted  

¶ Drylinining; plastering; tiling; terracing  
¶ Roofing & General building  

¶ All masonry work including Pierre de ta ille, moellon, rendering & pierre 
apparante  

 
Tel: 0553 90 36 22 (7pm to 9pm)  or email 

Simongegg@outlook.com   
 
SIRET: 4353639300011   DECENNALE Insurance  Registered for TVA  

W 

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:radloulou@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:simongegg@outlook.com
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ANN KNIGHT – Soft furnishings, curtains, upholstery  

Do you have an old but comfy chair or sofa  
that needs sprucing up? Need some new curtains?  

 
Why not ask Ann for a professional quotation?  

Call 05 45 98 22 17 

 
Siret Number 529 194 946 00016 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

tel:194%20946%2000016

