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◊ There’s a Bring-and-Share lunch following this service, in the Upper Room. 

Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and glass. 
We invite a donation of 1€50 towards the cost of bread and wine which will 

be supplied 
 

Please join us for tea and proper coffee across the road 

in the Upper Room after the Sunday morning service 
 

 
 
 

The Book Barn, with its immense 
stock of reasonably-priced 

second-hand books, is open 
after each morning service 

– it’s next to the Upper Room 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Sunday 3 February 10:30 Service of the Word, with Trevor Hodgkiss 

Sunday 3 February 16:00 Evensong, with Sheila Marshall 

Sunday 10 February ◊ 10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Brian Davies 

Wednesday 13 February 11:00 
Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion, with 

Revd Tony Lomas 

Sunday 17 February 10:30 Family Service, with Janis Adams 

Sunday 24 February 10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Charlotte Sullivan 
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from Steve Long 

 
Well, Christmas is behind us, the mince pies are finished (almost), we’ve had a month 
to work off those ‘festive’ calories and few of us can even remember what our New 
Year’s resolutions were. So, what now?  

 
I guess, if we revisited the nativity story even the wise men would have parked their 

camels and put their feet up in their own homes again. But has the story finished? The 
week after Christmas we had another carol service called ‘The Journey’ where we 
mapped out the nativity story using carols and a somewhat tongue-in-cheek 

narrative, but it finished with Christina Rossetti’s beautiful poem ‘In the Bleak Mid-
Winter’ the last verse of which asks the question ‘What can I bring Him?’ 

We started 2019 with the opening of our stewardship campaign. Like me, you will 
have received a letter from Mike, our Stewardship Officer, asking what you can bring 
to the church as your gift – not just money, although that is important in today’s 

world. It seems to me that, since everything we have is what God, our Father, has 
given us, it is a bit strange that we have to ponder what we might give to the one who 

gave His Son to die for us.  If our heavenly Father had sent us the ‘stewardship’ 
letter, I wonder if there is any part of it we wouldn’t have ticked to say we would offer 

it back. It seems a small thing to offer every aspect of our earthly life to God in 
gratitude for the eternal life He has given us.  
 

We are all part of a family – God’s family. Many of the closest members of our family 
worship together with us at Bertric-Burée, but many more worship with us throughout 

the Chaplaincy;  

- even more within the massive Diocese of Europe and even more throughout the 

world. If we look at the smallest of those groups, Bertric-Burée, let’s think what we 
can bring. In the same way as running our own families, it isn’t free! It costs money 
to lay on the food and drink, it costs time and energy (and a large degree of  

 
 

http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/BleakMidwinter.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/BleakMidwinter.pdf
https://europe.anglican.org/where-we-are/church-locations


 
4 

 

willingness) to do all the things which husbands, wives, mothers, fathers and children 

do within the family and the larger family at Bertric-Burée is no different – there are 
jobs which need to be done, things which need to be bought and arrangements which 
need to be made. The bigger family of the chaplaincy is the same – it isn’t separate to 

us, we are part of it; what’s more, we are a very big part of it – one of the biggest! 
The even bigger family of the Diocese is exactly the same, our chaplaincy is part of it 

– one of the wealthiest parts of it! And when we look at all God’s family throughout 
the world, we realise how incredibly blessed we are in our Diocese, our chaplaincy, in 
Bertric-Burée and in our own families. Our families need and rely on us, Bertric-Burée 

needs and relies on us, the Chaplaincy of Aquitaine needs and relies on us, the 
Diocese of Europe needs and relies on us and God’s family throughout the world 

needs and relies on us. 
 

‘The Journey’ hasn’t finished by any means, the part where we retold the nativity 
story was just the beginning. Christina Rossetti didn’t leave her question unanswered. 
Her answer was ‘Bring my heart’ – that doesn’t mean that couple of kilos of matter 

beating away under your left breast, it means that which you treasure most, that 
which you hold on tightest to, that which is the very core of your being, that which is 

your being itself. That’s all God wants from you. And I think you’ll agree that that’s a 
very, very small price to pay for being a member of God’s family for eternity. 

          

Have a good year! 
Steve 

 
 

 

 
Chaplaincy of Aquitaine Prayer Diary for February is HERE 

 
 

 

P r a y e r  M i n i s t r y  
 
Prayer ministry is offered at Bertric Burée by members of the team at the 

services on Sundays in the vestry or side chapel. Please take advantage of 
this for anything for which you would like prayer support. 

 
On the 1st and 3rd Sundays this is available after the service and on 
the 2nd and 4th Sundays during the serving of communion 

 
Prayer ministry is also available after each service in the Upper Room 

 
To help you to identify members of the team, we will be 
wearing these white dove badges. 

 
Cathy and Brian Wheatcroft 05 53 90 62 85  

chezmillefleurs@aol.com 
 

  

http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/2019febprayer.pdf
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
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Jeny Overfield writes:
In a joint service for Christian unity at the hospital chapel in Ribérac, French and 

English worshippers swapped handwritten prayers in a silent voice of hope for lands 
across the globe. 

Our Chaplain Tony Lomas gave a powerful and thought-provoking homily in French 

and English on ‘Justice and only justice you shall pursue’ (Deuteronomy 16:18-20) – 
the theme of this service which was prepared by Christians in Indonesia.  
 

Corruption is experienced in many forms. It infects politics and business, often with 

devastating consequences for the environment. In particular, corruption undermines 
justice and the implementation of law.  
Justice-for-all was one of the many themes in a multi-facetted celebration which again 

strengthened the relationship between our two countries.  
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United we stood in prayer, in song, in hope of a better, kinder, world. 

The service was led by Gilbert von Allmen, Sheila Marshall,  

Revd. Tony Lomas and Père Philippe Doumenge,  
with a group French and English musicians. 

 

 
Kathy Carter says - 

“Haggis and Tatties and Neeps, OH MY !” 
 
 

Scottish poet Robbie Burns was feted enthusiastically January 25th when 
Burn’s Night came to Bertric Burée.  

 

Church warden Steve long acted as master of ceremonies 
for the celebration, opening the evening’s festivities with 

the traditional Selkirk Grace. The grace was then followed 
by the serving of the meals’ first course, cock-a-leekie 

soup. Next came the presentation of the star of the show – 
the Haggis.  

 
Cueing piper music, all guests rose as Dave Knight and 

Mark Carter brought in the Haggis displayed on a silver 
platter for all to admire.  

 

https://www.biblica.com/bible/?osis=NIV:Deut.16.18-Deut.16.20
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It eventually made 
its way to the 

head table where 

Steve addressed 
the Haggis, 

toasting it with a 
fine Scotch 

whisky. 
 

 
 

 
He then took his sabre(!) and cut the Haggis which burst open as anticipated. 

Shortly thereafter, plates of Haggis, potatoes and turnips were distributed, and 
everyone got down to the important business of eating and drinking. Laughter 

and merriment filled the room as the evening progressed through the cheese 
and cranachan courses, Scotch whisky loosening tongues and bringing out long 

buried Scottish brogue accents.  

 
With coffee dispensed, the literary portion of the evening ensued as various 

people gave toasts, read poetry and made speeches. The singing of Auld Lang 
Syne, written by Robbie Burns, ended the commemoration of his death on a 

poignant note, as new friends joined hands singing of old friends and days 
gone by.  

 
Kathy 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
  

mailto:jean0st0cks@gmail.com
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A Sunday School at Bertric-Burée?  

- Peter Robinson discusses the issue 

 

Some people say we should have a Sunday School at BB. This note explains the story 

of the last ten years and the current situation. 
 

Since the creation of the church in BB, there have been a variety of Sunday Schools, 
each dependent on one or two parents and their children. Dan and Kirsty with their 
children provided a core, with a few other children from time to time. But the parents 

who taught their children and others’ missed out on the adult church service. When 
the Sunday School was on 1st or 3rd Sunday, the parents missed Holy Communion. 

 
A Family Service was often prepared but children rarely came. 
 

So, the dependency on there being children was, and is, the key factor. 
 

As Andy Horlock observed 
from his time in 
Switzerland, children go to 

school in another language, 
and make friends who 

speak another language 
with another culture. So, 
the prospect of many 

children wanting an English 
language Sunday School is 

lower. 
 
Meanwhile we are prepared 

with people and materials 
to support children if and 

when they appear, if and 
when we have church 

members of child rearing 
age. 

 

Also note that this situation is common to all but one of the other churches in our 
Chaplaincy. I understand that only Bordeaux has an active Sunday School. 

 
The age range of children at a Sunday School could be from 5 to 12 years. 
 

At the moment we have two children, aged 4 and 1, who come about once a month 
and who want to stay with their mother, Marie. 

 
Should we acquire a family with children, we are prepared to put more energy into 
this situation and encourage them to invite their friends. 

 
In conclusion, in our specific situation as an English-speaking church in the French 

countryside, the demographics and culture do not support a Sunday School of any 
size. So, while being prepared, welcoming and open to children, we have the fact that 
the viability of a Sunday School is low. 

Peter 
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This is a global 

ecumenical 

movement which 

brings Christians of 
many traditions 

together to observe 

a common day of 

prayer each year.  

This day is no longer 
celebrated only by 

women – many men 

and children 
participate. We will 

join an estimated 3 

million people 
around the world 

that day, starting in 
Samoa as the sun 

rises, and ending as 

the sun sets, off the 
coast of American 

Samoa. 

 

https://www.biblica.com/bible/?osis=NIV:Luke.14.15-Luke.14.24
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It's nearly spring!  
      - Jaki Moorhouse encourages us  

 
It's nearly spring, - well almost ... the days are already lengthening 

and the Bertric Burée Randoneers will soon be 

rousing themselves from hibernation and donning boots ready for 
another season of walks in the Dordogne/Charente countryside. 
 

The formal opening of the walking season will be in March and 

everyone is welcome. 
 

email me if you would like to join this happy band of wanderers as a 
'Randoneer' or as a 'Strollite' (- just for the lunch) 

 
I look forward to your company and, for any enthusiasts,  
I am hoping to arrange a 'pop up' - 

Frostbite Walk and lunch in February, to blow away 

the cobwebs.... 

        See you all soon,  Jaki  
 
 
 

mailto:Jakimoorhouse@aol.com
mailto:Jakimoorhouse@aol.com
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Nontron’s New Home Group 

 

Nontron Home Group’s first meeting got off to a great start with tea/coffee 

and cake. Amazing people paved the way for open and honest discussions and 

plenty of laughter. We had singing, praying, reading - and a little sarcasm too.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The home group is starting with Mark’s gospel. This is the first Gospel written 

and was written closest to Calvary. John Mark wrote it following his time spent  
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with Peter and it is sometimes known as “Peter’s Gospel”. All action, it centres 

around what Jesus did and shows Him as The Son of Man.  

 

We would welcome any visitor as either one-off or for a longer stay, so come 

have a nosey and a cuppa!  

Marie Ricketts 

 

Contact Marie for details 

- and see the next page for details of more home groups 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The people in our church 

come from a wide range of 
church backgrounds and our 

worship reflects this diversity 
We warmly welcome you, 
wherever you are on your 

journey of faith 
 

 

  
 

 
 

Previous editions of DV Church News can be found HERE 
 

The minutes of December’s Church Committee meeting is HERE 
  

mailto:meha50@hotmail.com
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/index.php/dv-church-newsletters/
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchMinutesDecember2018.pdf
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Home Groups  
– are a key part of Dronne Valley church life 

 

There are six to choose from: 
 
A new group, from January 2019, in Nontron Meeting chez Ricketts every second 

and fourth Mondays of the month 14.00 till 15.30. The first meeting will be on Jan 14th  
then 28th followed by February 11th & 25th, March 11th & 25th and so on.  
Contact Marie Ricketts 09 83 77 46 69 for more info and directions 

 
Alternate Tuesday mornings near Verteillac 10.00 for 10.30. All are welcome. 

For more information contact Mike Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 
 
 

Fortnightly on Tuesday mornings, 10.00 for 10.30 

For dates and venue this month please contact Brian Cook on 05 45 98 43 00 
 
Monthly at Chez Noury, Le Fouilloux, 17270  14:00 for 14:30 

David and Julie-Ann Jackson invite you to this group which meets in their home.  
Check future meeting dates with them: David and Julie-Ann 05 46 86 49 66  
 

Usually fortnightly on Thursdays at 2.00pm, but can vary depending on who's 
available, at Ann Knight’s home, Chez Foucaud, Montboyer, between Chalais and 
Montmoreau 

Contact Ann for dates and directions – Ann Knight  05 45 98 22 17  
 

Alternate Tuesday evenings in St Aulaye 19:00 for 19:30 (alt. to Verteillac group 
weeks) at Steve and Jenny Long’s home, La Gare, St Aulaye 

Further info from Steve or Jenny  05 53 91 96 48 

 
 

The groups are made up of friendly people who get together  
to talk over a small part of the Bible or another Christian  

book and enjoy a cup of coffee and cake.  
All of the groups are keen to welcome newcomers,  

but it’s a good idea to phone, so that we know you’re coming. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:meha50@hotmail.com
mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:dj.homemanager@yahoo.com
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
mailto:steve_long@ntlworld.com
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Dronne Valley Church Contacts 

Priest with 

permission to 
officiate 

Brian Davies 05 53 91 19 90 briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

Priest with 
permission to 
officiate 

Andy Horlock 05 53 90 49 32 andyhorlock@hotmail.com 

Licensed Lay 
Minister, 

Chaplaincy Warden 

Janis Adams 05 53 91 32 89 janadams2807@gmail.com 

Licensed Lay 

Minister, Synod 
Rep, Chaplaincy 

Rep 

Sheila 
Marshall 

05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Worship Leader 

Warden 
Steve Long 05 53 91 96 48 steve_long@ntlworld.com 

Warden 
Rosemary 

Robinson 
05 53 91 45 15 rosemarybertric@hotmail.com 

Worship Leader 
Trevor 
Hodgkiss 

05 53 91 02 76 trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 
Peter 
Robinson 

05 53 91 45 15 pjrob123@hotmail.com 

Sunday Morning 

Coffee Team 

Suzanne 

Reason 
05 53 90 24 05 suz_reason@hotmail.com 

Intercessions and 

Prayer Chain 

Sheila 

Marshall 
05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Prayer Ministry 
Cathy & Brian 
Wheatcroft 

05 53 90 62 85 chezmillefleurs@aol.com 

Welcome Rota Liz Elliot-Pyle 05 45 98 15 71 lizelliotpyle@hotmail.fr 

Music Organiser Keith Lowe 05 45 98 49 45 kihlowe@hotmail.com 

Pastoral Care 

Coordinator 
Pam Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 pam.duncan01@icloud.com 

Sunday School   Contact a warden for info 

Communications Carol Garfoot 05 53 91 28 32 bertriccomms@gmail.com 

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:andyhorlock@hotmail.com
mailto:janadams2807@gmail.com
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:steve_long@ntlworld.com
mailto:rosemarybertric@hotmail.com
mailto:trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com
mailto:suz_reason@hotmail.com
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
mailto:lizelliotpyle@hotmail.fr
mailto:kihlowe@hotmail.com
mailto:pam.duncan01@icloud.com
mailto:bertriccomms@gmail.com


 
16 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dronne Valley Church Contacts 

 Safeguarding Vacancy   

Committee Minutes 
Secretary 

Jennifer Long 05 53 91 96 48 jennifera.long@ntlworld.com 

Electoral Roll Jean Stocks 05 45 21 43 40 jean0st0cks@gmail.com 

Church Committee, 

Chap Aid 
Ian Jameson 05 16 29 02 36 ziggy@ovh.fr 

Church Committee 
and Upper Room 

Manager, Bring-and-
share lunches 

Ann Knight 05 45 98 22 17 ann@daveandannknight.co.uk 

Church Committee, 
Church Flowers 

Glenys 
Bogardis 

05 53 90 13 64 bogardis.glenys@orange.fr 

Environment 
Micheline 
Heeley 

 Contact Micheline via a warden 

Newsletter Editor Keith Gunn +44 1747 821144 keithalangunn@gmail.com 

mailto:jennifera.long@ntlworld.com
mailto:jean0st0cks@gmail.com
mailto:ziggy@ovh.fr
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
mailto:bogardis.glenys@orange.fr
mailto:keithalangunn@gmail.com
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C L A S S I F I E D  C H U R C H  A D V E R T S   

 
Near GURAT, Dordogne/Charente border, a beautiful 

and tranquil setting for our - 
light and airy STUDIO Flat, totally self-contained.  

 
To LET fully furnished and equipped, recently 
converted.  

Spacious LIVING Room, DINING area + excellent 
KITCHEN corner.  (Double sofa bed).   

DOUBLE/TWIN BEDROOM,  
SHOWER room.  
Good storage-space throughout.  

HALL, Service room with washing machine.  
Use of POOL by arrangement: private designated area 

for outdoor living available for tenants.  
£500 pcm + outgoings. Long Let preferred, shorter 
considered.   

References essential: 

  

Contact Janey or Dominic +44 7923 069 377  
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Greetings Cards  

 
 

Pam’s handmade cards for all occasions, in aid of Church funds, are available following 
all services.   
 

Orders are welcome for special occasions:  
Pam Davies - 05 53 91 19 90     briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
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I am a registered, fully insured, cleaner 
 

Available for temporary or permanent work and can do one-off 'pre-

opening' cleans for holiday rentals, clean up after your party or just a 
few hours as and when required. 

Commercial or domestic premises. 
 
I am based in the Charras / Montbron area, but I am 'cleaner can 

travel’.  
For a several hours in a day I would be willing to travel as far as Bertric 

Burrée. 
I can be contacted initially at radloulou@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Laura Connor  
Siret no 750803009 00018 under the Auto Entrepreneur scheme 

 
 
 

ould you like to use a qualified & registered builder from your own 
congregation?   

 
ENTREPRISE SIMON GEGG –  
Laudibertie, 24410 FESTALEMPS  

Restoration & conversion of old stone buildings. 
 

Project management  
• Carpentry: wide board oak flooring; chestnut & pine floors; 

balconies; windows, doors & stairs supplied & fitted 

• Drylining; plastering; tiling; terracing 
• Roofing & General building 

• All masonry work including Pierre de taille, moellon, rendering & pierre 
apparante 
 

Tel: 0553 90 36 22 (7pm to 9pm) or email Simongegg@outlook.com  
 
SIRET: 4353639300011  DECENNALE Insurance  Registered for TVA 

 
 

 
 
 

ANN KNIGHT – Soft furnishings, curtains, upholstery  
Do you have an old but comfy chair or sofa  

that needs sprucing up? Need some new curtains?  
 
Why not ask Ann for a professional quotation? 

Call 05 45 98 22 17 
 

Siret Number 529 194 946 00016 

 
 

W 

mailto:radloulou@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:simongegg@outlook.com
tel:194%20946%2000016

