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The Upper Room at Bertric-Burée, part of the Anglican Church of 
Aquitaine, is a fantastic venue for small groups to meet.  
 

The Wednesday morning Patchwork and Sewing group, pictured here, 
is a fine example of community outreach, where people can come together 

to meet, converse, be creative and have fun – writes Ann Knight  
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 ◊ A Bring-and-Share lunch in the Upper Room follows this service. 
Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and glass. 

We invite a donation of 1€50 towards the cost of bread  
and wine which will be supplied 

 

Please join us for tea and proper coffee across the road 
in the Upper Room after the Sunday morning services 

 
The Book Barn has been out of action for some time,  

due to an accidental fire,  

but we hope to reopen 1st December 
 

 

 
The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine Prayer Diary for December is HERE 

 
 

* Notre Dame church is up the hill to the east of the centre of Ribérac  

 
 

Sunday 1 December 
1st Sunday of Advent 

10:30 Service of the Word, with Sheila Marshall 

Sunday 1 December 16:00 Advent Carol Service, with Sheila Marshall 

Friday 6 December 18:00 
Carol Service, led by Sheila Marshall and Revd 
Tony Lomas, with Variations Choir, Eglise Notre-

Dame de la Paix, Ribérac *  

Sunday 8 December ◊ 10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Charlotte Sullivan 

Wednesday 11 December 11:00 
Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion, with 
Revd Brian Davies 

Sunday 15 December 10:30 Family Service, with Steve Long 

Sunday 22 December 10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Tony Lomas 

Sunday 22 December 17:00 
Bilingual Carol Service, with Revd Tony Lomas, 

Abbe Favard and Steve Long 

Wednesday 25 December 10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Tony Lomas 

Sunday 29 December 10:30 Service of the Word, with Steve Long 

http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/images/stories/pdf_files/2019decemberprayer.pdf
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Local Warden Steve Long writes – 

ast year we tried having an extra carol service as well as our Advent service 

and our traditional carol service in Ribérac. It seemed to be much appreciated 
and was very well attended! So we’re doing it again this year! 

 
Since we are part of Bertric-Burée’s extended community, we will invite all the 

inhabitants of our adopted commune to a bi-lingual carol service in their own church 
and follow it with typical British Christmas refreshments. 
 

The service will be led by our chaplain Revd Tony Lomas and we have again secured 
the services of Carl Grainger, the professional organist who was brilliant last year. 

The service will be on Sunday 22nd December at 5 o'clock / 17:00 - the Ribérac carol 
service is a whole fortnight earlier on the 6th December. 

nce again, we will be putting a flyer together to deliver to every household in 
the commune, but we need our ‘own’ people to act as informal hosts when 

our visitors arrive for the service – i.e., talk to them, make them welcome 
and show them that we care for them.  

We will also need decorations putting up in the church and people with good (or at 

least acceptable) French to act as welcomers, French speakers to read some of the 
lessons (in French), English speakers to read some of the lessons in English(!), and 

good voices to swell the singing - yes, some of the carols will be in French!  

There will be bi-lingual service booklets for everyone to keep.  

Steve 
 

L 

O 
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ETERNAL LIGHT  
Laurie John 

 

“I’ve moved through times when no-one cared 

 Under clouds and empty skies, 

 When one kind word meant more to me 

 Than all the love in Paradise….”   * 

 

A  store is not the first place one would think of going to in order 

to experience a shaft of God’s eternal light, but this location is precisely where I 

encountered it. 

I wanted to make a fruit jelly, but could I find one of those Hartley packs that one 

dissolves in hot water or fruit juice? Could I ##%$+#!! A shop girl was selling mince 

pies, so I asked her if she knew where they were. “One minute!” she said then left 

her post to direct me. But she couldn’t find them either! “Thanks, but please go back 

to your stall,” I said, “and I’ll continue my search.” 

Just then, a pretty young customer, presumably overhearing our difficulty said, 

“Come with me, I think I know where they are.” She left her loaded trolley and led 

me for what seemed several minutes up and down the aisles and 

eventually, “Here they are, look!” 

I thanked her profusely. She smiled and continued her shop. I went 

back to the first girl with my prize and thanked her too for trying. 

“Look,” she said. “Have a free mince pie and I’ll put some cream on to make it even 

more tasty!” So, she did, with a plastic fork to eat it there and then. 

At the check-out the assistant offered to load my bags for me. 

OK. It may not seem much, but each caring action meant a lot to me. And I was 

reminded of the saying, “Kindness provides words that the deaf can hear and the 

blind can see.” 

So, if you seek a shaft of light from the Holy Spirit, don’t restrict your search to 

some church service, look around you. And if you still can’t find it, just switch the 

beam of kindness on by yourself. To give is to receive, at least as far as God is 

concerned, and the result may surprise and delight you with its radiance! 

With every blessing, 

Laurie  
*To One In Paradise 

The Alan Parsons Project - from Tales of Mystery And Imagination album (1976) 
  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UrMKh2M-qHM
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Prayer ministry is offered at Bertric Burée by members of the team at the 

services on Sundays in the vestry or side chapel. Please take advantage of 
this for anything for which you would like prayer support. 
 

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays this is available after the service and on 
the 2nd and 4th Sundays during the serving of communion 

 
Prayer ministry is also available after each service in the Upper 
Room 

 
To help you to identify members of the team, we will be 

wearing these white dove badges. 
 
Cathy and Brian Wheatcroft 05 53 90 62 85  

chezmillefleurs@aol.com 
 

 

 

  

mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
mailto:jean0st0cks@gmail.com
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Give us your well-loved hymns 

 
 

 

'As I walk from earth into eternity' is the last line of 'Hosanna' by Brooke 

Fraser.  
  

Picture with me a long straight road, like the one from Verteillac going 
towards Angoulême. We're walking along it, on our own, or in company. Each 

step takes us nearer our destination, but because we can't see the end of the 

road, we don't know when we'll get there. There will come a time when our 
next step takes us out of this world and into eternity. A different step and a 

different time for each person walking along it.     
This picture of eternity being just a step away on the same road takes away 

the feeling and the fear that earth and heaven are separate and apart. For a 
Christian it is one road, one path, one journey and as a Christian 'As I walk 

from earth into eternity', I know I am not alone.   
Nicolette Gunn 

 
 

If you would like to share a verse from a well-loved hymn or carol,  
send your contribution, please, to: the editor 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OqonVjXwkcQ
mailto:keithalangunn@gmail.com
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The season of Advent approaches and many of us will mark that time and reflect on it 
by having an Advent calendar. Instead of the now accepted tradition of opening a 

window on the calendar and revealing and enjoying a treat each day, how about having 
an ‘Alternative Advent Calendar’ and marking each day by putting a gift of food into 
a box for a needy neighbour or a charity for the homeless. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

How about giving thanks 
for all the blessings which 

we have received by 
helping those less 
fortunate around us…. 

 

Mike Duncan 

  

https://www.facebook.com/thealternativeadventcalendar/
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Jennifer and Jack Gray, members of the Dronne Valley Church for many years, 
would like to share this reflection on the life of their daughter Susan 

BLESSINGS  
Susan Amanda Gray  

in memoriam (1978-2014) 

Susan was born with severe spina bifida and was never able to walk. She lived  
and worked with enthusiasm, but died suddenly, in hospital on December 17th 2014 

 
Hands that caress a flute gently to lips, creating infinite mystery,  

ecstatic wonder of euphony;  
Fingers nimbly mastering arpeggios along the length of the piebald keyboard  

Ending in cries of triumph - or despair! 

Arms and toned muscles swinging a racquet skilfully  
while still manoeuvring a wheelchair  

 
Ears that pick up the sound of the bouncing ball  

or the wicked click of cicadas chorusing endlessly in the valley  
 

Eyes that scan horizons for ships yet see the antics of ants,  
the crooked legs on grasshoppers. 

 
Clear airways to capture oxygen-laden air,  
a strong heart to circulate life-giving blood  

Excellent forced expiratory volume to fill balloons!  
 

Alternate forms of movement:  
electrical, petrol-driven, wheels, horses, gliders, sledges. 

Moments of clarity, infinite knowledge, an awareness of unity,  
fleeting impressions of eternity  

 
Gifts, when legs become weak, functionless,  

or indeed, are all that you've ever known.  
 

So many blessings compensate. Thank you, Lord. 
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The Last Randonée of the Year    
 

 

 
Jaki Moorhouse writes –  
 

We had a very successful end-of-season Randonée on November 21st,  
with seventeen walkers 'enjoying' the challenge of over 10 kilometres of 

woodland trails near Neuvic. It was a satisfied and hungry group who, 
joined by five others, met up for lunch at the Chateau in Neuvic.  

This spectacular setting has been a home, school and training 
establishment for disadvantaged youngsters between the ages of 6 and 21 
years who have autism or other conditions, since 1952,  

and is run by the Fondation de L'Isle  
 

The restaurant is open to the public by reservation and, along with the beautiful 
arboretum, is well worth a visit, especially in the summer as it is picturesquely 
situated on the riverside.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

A Lavoir amongst the woods.  

A watering hole for our canine friends! 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

http://fondation-isle.e-monsite.com/pages/la-fondation-de-l-isle/presentation.html
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The 
wonderful 

dining room 
in Neuvic 

Chateau 
overlooking 
the river 

 
A grand 

finale to the 
year! 
 

Jaki 
 
 

 
 
 

Contact Jaki 
Moorhouse 

if you’d like 
to be 
emailed 

details of 
next year’s 

randonées  
 

 
 
 

 
 

mailto:jakimoorhouse@aol.com
mailto:jakimoorhouse@aol.com
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Guest at this year’s lunch Liz McGlynn writes -  
 

“We are so fortunate to have American members within our Church to help us 

celebrate the tradition of the American Thanksgiving.  
The fabulous foursome - Dave and Ann Knight and Carol and Martin Garfoot – served 
us all a traditional Thanksgiving Lunch with all the trimmings in the Upper Room on 

Sunday 24th November after the Church Service.   
 

Thanks to Candy and David Harwell for 

enlightening us all about the history of 
the Pilgrim Fathers arriving in America 

and their successful harvests which 
followed. The jokes told by David added 
to the fun too. The Thanksgiving Lunch 

was a celebration of the settlers’ harvests 
but, interestingly, they didn’t eat turkey 

but a mixture of seafood (lobsters, 
prawns etc) as they were then living by 
the Atlantic Ocean.  As the settlers moved 

further inland and started farming, turkey 
became the traditional meal - which is 

still celebrated today. As Sweetcorn grew 
in abundance, it became part of the 
Thanksgiving Meal tradition and over the 

years developed into traditional Creamed 
Sweetcorn.  This was so deliciously 

prepared by Ann that the recipe was 
requested by many of us fortunate to 
have eaten it.  As we all know, pumpkins 

are now synonymous with Thanksgiving 
and we were also served with wonderful 

pumpkin pie.  A truly great American 
experience!  I do hope the Thanksgiving 
meal will become an annual tradition in 

Bertric Burée Church.    
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Liz  
 Ann Knight adds - 

 
The Thanksgiving Meal was introduced to the church in 2018, so this year was the 

second and it’s likely to become a yearly tradition.  Twenty-nine people enjoyed the 
meal - evident from all the empty plates and the seconds served.  Fun was obvious 
by the amount of laughter heard from the room.  It was a pleasure to serve 

everyone and receive such good comments about the food and service.   
  

A big thank you to David 
and Candy Harwell for 
their part in the 

event.  They decorated the 
room beautifully and 

provided everyone with a 
great synopsis of the 
history and background of 

the tradition that became 
Thanksgiving.   

 A big thank-you to Martin 
Garfoot for teaming up 
with Dave in the kitchen 

and to Carol who helped 
me with the service. 

Everything went smoothly, 
the food was piping hot 
and the compliments were 

welcomed, including 
requests for recipes for the 

Cheese Ball and 
Creamed Corn, which 
I’ve included here so 

others can enjoy them 
too. 

Ann   
 
 

Careful – the plates are 
hot! 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The people in our church 
come from a wide range of 

church backgrounds and our 

worship reflects this diversity 
We warmly welcome you, 

wherever you are on your 

journey of faith 
 

http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/ThanksgivingRecipes.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/ThanksgivingRecipes.pdf
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Home Groups  
– are a key part of Dronne Valley church life 

 

There are six to choose from: 
 

Alternate Mondays in Nontron Meeting chez Ricketts 14.00 till 15.30 
Contact Marie Ricketts 09 83 77 46 69 for more info and directions 
 

Alternate Tuesday mornings near Verteillac 10.00 for 10.30. All are welcome. 
For more information contact Mike Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 
 
 

Fortnightly on Tuesday mornings, in The Upper Room 10.00 for 10.30 
For dates this month please contact Brian Cook on 05 45 98 43 00 

 
Monthly at Chez Noury, Le Fouilloux, 17270  14:00 for 14:30 
David and Julie-Ann Jackson invite you to this group which meets in their home.  

Check future meeting dates with them: David and Julie-Ann 05 46 86 49 66  
 

Usually fortnightly on Thursdays at 2.00pm, but can vary depending on who's 

available, at Ann Knight’s home, Chez Foucaud, Montboyer, between Chalais and 
Montmoreau 
Contact Ann for dates and directions – Ann Knight  05 45 98 22 17  

 
Alternate Tuesday evenings in St Aulaye 19:00 for 19:30 (alt. to Verteillac group 

weeks) at Steve and Jenny Long’s home, La Gare, St Aulaye 

Further info from Steve or Jenny  05 53 91 96 48 
 

 

The groups are made up of friendly people who get together  
to talk over a small part of the Bible or another Christian  

book and enjoy a cup of coffee and cake.  
All of the groups are keen to welcome newcomers,  

but it’s a good idea to phone, so that we know you’re coming. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:meha50@hotmail.com
mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:dj.homemanager@yahoo.com
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
mailto:steve_long@ntlworld.com
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Dronne Valley Church Contacts 

Priest with 

permission to 
officiate 

Brian Davies 05 53 91 19 90 briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

Priest with 
permission to 
officiate 

Andy Horlock +44 7952 180370 andyhorlock@hotmail.com 

Licensed Lay 
Minister, 

Chaplaincy Warden 

Janis Adams 05 53 91 32 89 janadams2807@gmail.com 

Licensed Lay 

Minister, Synod 
Rep, Chaplaincy 

Rep 

Sheila 
Marshall 

05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Worship Leader 

Warden 
Steve Long 05 53 91 96 48 steve_long@ntlworld.com 

Warden 
Rosemary 

Robinson 
05 53 91 45 15 rosemarybertric@hotmail.com 

Worship Leader 
Trevor 
Hodgkiss 

05 53 91 02 76 trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 
Peter 
Robinson 

05 53 91 45 15 pjrob123@hotmail.com 

Sunday Morning 

Coffee Team 

Suzanne 

Reason 
05 53 90 24 05 suz_reason@hotmail.com 

Intercessions and 

Prayer Chain 

Sheila 

Marshall 
05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Prayer Ministry 
Cathy & Brian 
Wheatcroft 

05 53 90 62 85 chezmillefleurs@aol.com 

Welcome Rota Liz Elliot-Pyle 05 45 98 15 71 lizelliotpyle@hotmail.fr 

Music Organiser Keith Lowe 05 45 98 49 45 kihlowe@hotmail.com 

Pastoral Care 

Coordinator 
Pam Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 pam.duncan01@icloud.com 

Sunday School   Contact a warden for info 

Communications Carol Garfoot 05 53 91 28 32 bertriccomms@gmail.com 

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:andyhorlock@hotmail.com
mailto:janadams2807@gmail.com
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:steve_long@ntlworld.com
mailto:rosemarybertric@hotmail.com
mailto:trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com
mailto:suz_reason@hotmail.com
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
mailto:lizelliotpyle@hotmail.fr
mailto:kihlowe@hotmail.com
mailto:pam.duncan01@icloud.com
mailto:bertriccomms@gmail.com
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Previous editions of DV Church News can be found HERE 

 

The minutes of September’s Church Committee meeting are HERE 
The committee doesn’t meet every month,  

and September’s are the most recent  
available for publication 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dronne Valley Church Contacts 

Safeguarding Janis Adams 05 53 91 32 89 janadams2807@gmail.com 

Committee Minutes 
Secretary 

Jennifer Long 05 53 91 96 48 jennifera.long@ntlworld.com 

Electoral Roll Jean Stocks 05 45 21 43 40 jean0st0cks@gmail.com 

Church Committee, 

Chap Aid 
Ian Jameson 05 16 29 02 36 ziggy@ovh.fr 

Chalice Rota 
Roy 

Southworth 
 ramblerman15@gmail.com 

Church Committee 

and Upper Room 
Manager, Bring-and-

share lunches 

Ann Knight 05 45 98 22 17 ann@daveandannknight.co.uk 

Church Committee, 
Church Flowers 

vacancy   

Environment 
Micheline 

Heeley 
 Contact Micheline via a warden 

Randonée Organiser 
Jaki 

Moorhouse 
 jakimoorhouse@aol.com 

Newsletter Editor Keith Gunn +44 1747 821144 keithalangunn@gmail.com 

http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/index.php/dv-church-newsletters/
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchMinutesSeptember2019.pdf
mailto:janadams2807@gmail.com
mailto:jennifera.long@ntlworld.com
mailto:jean0st0cks@gmail.com
mailto:ziggy@ovh.fr
mailto:ramblerman15@gmail.com
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
mailto:jakimoorhouse@aol.com
mailto:keithalangunn@gmail.com
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C L A S S I F I E D  C H U R C H  A D V E R T S   
 

Greetings Cards  

 
 

Pam’s handmade cards for all occasions, in aid of Church funds, are available 

following all services.   
 

Orders are welcome for special occasions:  
Pam Davies - 05 53 91 19 90     briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

 

I am a registered, fully insured, cleaner 
 

Available for temporary or permanent work and can do one-off 'pre-
opening' cleans for holiday rentals, clean up after your party or just a 

few hours as and when required. 
Commercial or domestic premises. 

 
I am based in the Charras / Montbron area, but I am 'cleaner can 
travel’.  

For a several hours in a day I would be willing to travel as far as Bertric 
Burrée. 

I can be contacted initially at radloulou@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Laura Connor  
Siret no 750803009 00018 under the Auto Entrepreneur scheme 

 

 
 
 

 

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:radloulou@yahoo.co.uk
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ANN KNIGHT – Soft furnishings, curtains, upholstery  
Do you have an old but comfy chair or sofa  
that needs sprucing up? Need some new curtains?  

 
Why not ask Ann for a professional quotation? 

Call 05 45 98 22 17 
 

Siret Number 529 194 946 00016 

 

 
 

tel:194%20946%2000016

