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  Dronne Valley 
   Church News 

 
 

 

 

 

   
 

Part of the worldwide Anglican church,  
meeting at the landmark Church of St Peter and St Paul, Bertric Burée 

 

December 2017 
The News can be printed out in whole or in part, or read on your computer  
 – in which case the underlined links will take you to further content.  
For the clearest result, download and read in Adobe Reader, rather than viewing in your browser 
 

 
 

   

November’s Christmas Market at Bertric Burée 

– a bustling opportunity to socialise 
and get ahead with Christmas shopping 
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Sunday 3 December 

Advent Sunday 
10:30 Service of the Word, with Steve Long 

Sunday 3 December 16:00 Advent Carol Service, with Sheila Marshall 

Thursday 7 December 18:00 
Carol Service, Church of Notre Dame de la Paix, 
centre of Ribérac, with Revd Tony Lomas 

Sunday 10 December * 10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Barrie Green 

Wednesday 13 December 11:00 
Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion, with 
Revd Tony Lomas. 

Sunday 17 December 
#

 10:30 Family Nativity Service, with Janis Adams 

Sunday 24 December 10:30 
Holy Communion, with Revd Brian Davies and 

Trevor Hodgkiss 

Sunday 25 December 10:30 Family Communion Service, with Revd Tony Lomas 

Sunday 31 December 10:30 Prayer and Praise Service, with Steve Long 

 

Please join us for tea and coffee across the road 
in the Upper Room after each of the Sunday services 

 
 
 

*There will be a Bring-and-Share lunch following this service. 

Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and glass.  
We invite a donation of 1€50 towards the cost of  

bread and wine which will be supplied. 
 
 

#
Family Nativity Service with Christmas carols: the service will go through the 

nativity story with carols and the crib will be arranged. Everyone is invited to 
participate and come in the costume of any character in the story. There are 

some costumes for children, but bigger people will need to provide their own!  
Please come to enjoy the service!! 
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Resolve to Make a Resolution 
As we draw towards the end of another year 

I wonder how many New Year 2017 resolutions remain intact? 
Throughout the land gym memberships are rarely used, hobby materials gather dust, 

walking boots have no perceptible wear, good deeds are no longer done, etc. 
 

Mark Twain famously said, “It’s easy to give up smoking, I’ve done it lots of times”.  
Why is it that so many well-intentioned resolutions fall by the wayside?  These 
promises to ourselves are always made with a desire for good, whether for our own 

good or for the good of others. The problem is one of competing desires. 
 

I suspect that those New Year resolutions that were still going strong at Easter are 
still in place now.  That is because the desire to fulfil those resolutions was, and is, 
stronger than the desire to give-in to the temptations to break them.  

 
Jonathan Edwards, the American Puritan preacher said that for every choice that we 

make, we always choose the thing that our heart desires most at the moment of 
making the decision. To demonstrate this I offer two examples. 
 

1. I desire to lose weight so I resolve to stop eating deserts, but I am offered a 
piece of mum’s homemade chocolate cake. If I have the cake I break the 

resolution, if I keep the resolve I miss out on the cake.   The strongest desire at 
that precise moment wins out. 

2. If I am confronted by a group of knife-wielding youths who demand my wallet, 

at that precise moment my desire not to be injured is likely to be stronger than 
my desire to keep hold of my wallet. 

 
As Christians we all make spiritual resolutions to love and serve the Lord in everything 
we do, say and think.  But at, times, when tested, we choose to love and serve 

ourselves rather than God.  We do that because at those precise moments our desire 
to please ourselves is stronger that our desire to please God.  Fortunately, when we 

realise our folly and come to Him seeking forgiveness, we receive it.   
 
The more that we know about God and the more we know the person of Jesus the 

more we will realise that nothing compares.  Choosing Jesus is a ‘no brainer’. 
Unfortunately I, like everyone else, at times choose the alternative.  

 
I wonder how many of those failed New Year resolutions involve regular reading of the 

Bible.  The common excuse for failure of, ‘I just don’t have the time’ really doesn’t 
wash.  It is just an excuse for choosing some other activity rather than growing in the 
knowledge of God.  However, choosing to regularly read the Bible will have two great 

advantages.  I have found that by repeatedly choosing to do this, the decision 
becomes easier.  More importantly, by regular reading of the Bible I grow in my 

knowledge of God and my relationship with Jesus.  The more I know Jesus the more 
my heart desires to please Him. Unfortunately, I still make the wrong choices, but I 
find that I now make the right choice more often. 

 
Are you making a resolution this year? 

Tony  
 



 

4 
 

 

 
AS WE APPROACH THE END OF THE YEAR, WE’D LIKE TO 

RECOMMEND SOME WAYS OF HELPING WITH REGULAR BIBLE 

READING IN THE NEW YEAR – 
 

 

Here’s a Bible reading planning app for Android - BibleReadingPlan 

 

and one for Apple devices - ReadingPlan 
 

These are Bible reading plans to download - Bible Study Tools 

        Bible Gateway 
 

And now two websites which will offer you, each day, a Bible reading, some 

reflections and some prayers related to them. They each publish quarterly booklets 

which can be received by post, you can access each day on their website, or have 

sent as a daily email: 

 

God’s word day by day from Bible Reading Fellowship  
 

and daily Bible Reading Notes from  Scripture Union  
                               

And lastly – World Live with its daily emails  

 
 
 

 
 
 

A Christmas Gift from The Bible Society - 
 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.puritansoft.biblereadingplan&hl=en_GB
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/readingplan/id336984707?mt=8
https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-reading-plan/
https://www.biblegateway.com/reading-plans/?version=NIV
http://www.biblereadingnotes.org.uk/
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/bible-reading-guides
https://www.wordlive.org/SiteFacilities/YourDailyBibleReadingGuide/173539.id#.WhLylTdpGUk
https://youtu.be/7heVsEo3FWY
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/spoken-truth/?source_code=92589_t1&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%202017-11-10&utm_content=Newsletter%202017-11-10+CID_3785726a99cafe4c7b7462a580249efd&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=cracking%20spoken%20word%20film#video
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“The Crafty Natterers” 
- are not getting together in December,  

but please stand by  

with sharpened knitting needles and scissors 

for January’s meetings. 

 

 
 

 

A Service of Carols  

and Readings  

for Advent 
 

Sunday 3rd December at 16:00 
at Bertric Burée Church 

 
 

 

A Festival of Lessons 

and Carols 
 

Come and join the Bertric Burée congregation 

and the Variations Chorale Ensemble 
for their annual Carol Service 

 
Thursday 7th December at 18:00 

the church of Notre Dame de la Paix 
in the centre of Ribérac  
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November’s Randonée 
 
 

Here is the final report of the walking year!! It has been super fun this year and, with 
a record number of people joining us throughout the season, it is hard to take a break 

as we all enjoy each other’s company. But with the festive season approaching we will 
all be busy elsewhere. 

  

The sun shone brightly on our last BB Randonée of the year: Nineteen 

Randoneers took a long stroll along the bank of the river Nizonne, from the Site 

Naturel des Tourbières (peat bogs) to Gurat. Halfway round we took a short detour 
to visit the fascinating subterranean church. If you haven't visited this historic site 

in Gurat put it on your 'to do' list.  
 
The venue for lunch was a mystery to many but those of us who already knew the 

"Runcible Spoon" at Vendoire knew what a treat were in for and Saro did not 
disappoint: broccoli and blue cheese soup, then individual steak suet puddings - 

followed by a fresh raspberry mousse gave twenty-eight of us a truly special end-of-
season lunch. 
 

Like so many country creatures our walking group now goes in to hibernation for a 
few months, but planning for the spring will go on and we will look forward to more 

great camaraderie, diverse walks and lunches with our ever-expanding group of 
Randoneers and Strollites and 'Swallows' in March 
 

Please ask me to put you on the mailing list ready for March 2018. 

Jaki 
jakimoorhouse@aol.com 

http://www.tourismeperigordvert.com/fr/sites-naturels/site-naturel-des-tourbieres-de-vendoire-vendoire.html?idProduit=PNAAQU024FS0000I
http://www.tourismeperigordvert.com/fr/sites-naturels/site-naturel-des-tourbieres-de-vendoire-vendoire.html?idProduit=PNAAQU024FS0000I
http://www.monumentum.fr/eglise-souterraine-monolithe-dite-chapelle-saint-georges-pa00104383.html
file:///C:/Users/Keith/Google%20Drive/DV%20Church%202017%2011%20November%20issue/jakimoorhouse@aol.com
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Revds. Mike and Ann Wooderson, whose kind and wise ministry 

we have benefitted from greatly over the last decade, visited Bertric 

Burée towards the end of October. They have written us these notes – 

 
 
Mike writes: “It was great to be back at BB, if only for a brief visit, and see many of 
our friends, but I’m sure we will be back from time to time. Ann had been 

booked in for a painting week more than a year ago, which was the primary 
reason for our visit. However, in the meantime, our house in Périgueux was 

finally sold at the end of August, so we were also gathering up various 
belongings that we had left with friends. While Ann was away on her 

residential week I was kindly looked after by Fred and Carole in between 
sorties to other friends in the region. We really enjoyed our time in this part 
of France that we got to know so well over the past 10 years and the 

weather was particularly enjoyable, leaving behind the storms that have 
been hitting Ireland recently. We are still regularly taking services in our 

adopted parish of Sligo and enjoying being part of the Christian community 
there. The Lord has certainly taken us to a beautiful part of the country, 
even if the weather can be a little unpredictable.” 

 
Ann writes: “Mike has of course, failed to mention our proximity to the magnificent 

links golf course. Being a resident local cleric means he is entitled to free 
membership and weather permitting, he takes full advantage of the 
privilege. 

We have enjoyed the visits of several friends made through the chaplaincy 
and hopefully will be able to share the blessing of our beautiful rented home 

on the Wild Atlantic Way, with many others. 
We are ever mindful of you all in our prayers and count it a blessing that 

prayer has no geographical requirements.” 
A bientôt, 

Michael and Ann 
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Bertric Burée  18th November 

A great day on Saturday 18th November for our Christmas Market fundraiser. We were 

blessed with a bright sunny day and many visitors. A lot of hard work over a long 

period by a handful of people went into it, but especial thanks to Marie Ricketts for her 

overall organising of the event. She invited other appropriate stall holders to join us 

and, because of the past success, we had more requests than we had room for.  

 

The overflow went to the Upper 

Room, resulting in many stalls 

bursting with Christmas goodies, 

many of which were cooked or 

handmade by our members, 

ranging from crackers, puddings, 

cakes and gifts. Refreshments 

and mulled wine added to the 

festive ambience, and the bacon 

butties, well, they’re always a 

treat. Pam Duncan made many 

Christmas cakes for sale, and one 

beauty, already iced, for the 

"guess the weight” competition…. 

 

photos: Jill Stephens and Bertilla Rooduijn 
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….An enormous contribution to the overall warm and festive atmosphere unfortunately 

cannot be shown in pictures, as it was the music provided throughout the day by 

Steve Long. Such a great choice! An eclectic mix of Carols and Christmas songs to put 

us all in the right mood. 

The success of the day was measured in shared fellowship with church friends and 

especially with visitors and friends from further afield. At the end of the day there was 

a mellow satisfied feeling and a further 1,860€ to be contributed to the work of our 

church in ministry and mission here in Aquitaine. 

Well done everyone and heartfelt thanks to all! 

 

 

(Looking back several weeks – sorry, I missed including this in October’s issue! – Ed.) 

 

 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
10th September was the day set aside at Bertric-Burée for our Harvest Festival and it 
was a great celebration. The church was packed and looked wonderful; thanks to the 

skills and effort of our ‘Flower Girls’ lead by Glenys, Carole and Jeny.  
 

Our service of Holy Communion was celebrated by the Revd Barrie Green who brought 
us a memorable sermon based around the readings: Deuteronomy 8:7-18, 2 
Corinthians 9:6-15 and the Gospel reading from Luke 17:11-19 and which referred 

to this Creationtide and our Stewardship. Above all it was about reminding ourselves 
that all things come from God and our need for cheerful Thanks-giving. 

 
Gifts of food were brought forward and later donated to Banque Alimentaire through 
Croix Rouge in Ribérac. 

 
After our service those who could stay enjoyed a Bring + Share lunch in the Upper 

Room and much of the food was, appropriately, home grown. 

Mike Duncan 
  

https://www.biblica.com/bible/?osis=NIV:Deut.8.7-Deut.8.18
https://www.biblica.com/bible/?osis=NIV:2Cor.9.6-2Cor.9.15
https://www.biblica.com/bible/?osis=NIV:2Cor.9.6-2Cor.9.15
https://www.biblica.com/bible/?osis=NIV:Luke.17.11-Luke.17.19
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Bible Society say…. 

There are just over two weeks to go until #AdventChallenge starts, and we've been warming our 

hearts with your stories from last year. Here's one of our favourites... 

'I gave flowers to my hairdresser. When I entered the shop it was busy, but quiet. When my 

hairdresser got her gift of flowers she cried and everyone started to talk. 

'A few people said they would like to do something for someone and what a good idea they thought 

it was. I got the chance to talk about Jesus as a gift to us. The gift of flowers made people in the 

shop feel better. They were still talking about it when I went for my next haircut!' 

 

We can't wait to see what will happen as a result of this year's #AdventChallenge! Sign up and join a 

movement of people bringing the Bible to life this Advent. 

 

Join #AdventChallenge 

 

   

http://newmedia.createsend1.com/t/r-l-jluiiiil-ktudyhirur-y/
http://newmedia.createsend1.com/t/r-l-jluiiiil-ktudyhirur-j/
http://newmedia.createsend1.com/t/r-l-jluiiiil-ktudyhirur-t/
http://newmedia.createsend1.com/t/r-l-jluiiiil-ktudyhirur-r/
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Word from an ‘old’ BB member 
 

Jennifer Cook - who moved with husband Neil from France to the UK in April 2013 
writes: 
 

“I used to go to B.B. with Liliane our daughter, who was born in Perigueux.  
Just thought that if anyone had been watching Gunpowder on BBC TV, then it is 

filmed in our village where we live and worship.  
It is where Robert Catesby lived and plotted the Gunpowder plot... very historic, very 
old, and a very small but welcoming congregation.  

God bless you all!” 

Jenny Cook 
 

 
 

 

Prayer Ministry  
 

Prayer ministry is offered at Bertric Burée by members of the team at the 
services on Sundays in the side chapel. Please take advantage of this for 
anything for which you would like prayer support. 

 
On the 1st and 3rd Sundays this is available after the service and on 

the 2nd and 4th Sundays during the serving of communion 
 
Prayer ministry is also available after each service in the Upper Room 

 
To help you to identify members of the team, we will be 

wearing these white dove badges. 
 
Cathy and Brian Wheatcroft 05 53 90 62 85  

chezmillefleurs@aol.com 
 

 
 

 

 
 

The people in our church 

come from a wide range of 

church backgrounds and our 
worship reflects this diversity 

 

We warmly welcome you, 
wherever you are on your 

journey of faith 
 
 

 
 

 

mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com


 

13 
 

 

 

Safeguarding Training  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Janis Adams writes: 
 
Wednesday December 6th between 14:30 to 16:00 there’s Level 1  

on-line Safeguarding Training in the Upper Room.  
 

Please bring your laptop or tablet with you, if you feel you need any 
support to do this training. 
 

Please let me know on janadams2807@gmail.com no later than Monday 
4th December.  

 
I look forward to seeing you there  

 
Janis Adams 

 
 
 

 

mailto:janadams2807@gmail.com


 

14 
 

             

Home Groups  
– are a key part of Dronne Valley church life 

 

 
There are four to choose from: 
 
Alternate Tuesday mornings near Verteillac 10.00 for 10.30am. All are welcome. 

For more information contact Mike Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 
 
 

Alternate Tuesday evenings at 7.30pm near Ribérac  

For dates and location please contact  Gwyneth Marison 05 45 24 06 89 
 
 

Fortnightly on Tuesday mornings, 10.00 for 10.30am 
For dates and venue this month please contact Brian Cook on 05 45 98 43 00 
 
 

Fortnightly on Thursdays at 2.00pm at Ann Knight’s home, Chez Foucaud, 
Montboyer, between Chalais and Montmoreau 

Contact Ann for dates and directions – Ann Knight  05 45 98 22 17  
 
 

 

 
 

The groups are made up of friendly people who get together  
to talk over a small part of the Bible or another Christian  

book and enjoy a cup of coffee and cake.  
All of the groups are keen to welcome newcomers,  

but it’s a good idea to phone, so that we know you’re coming. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:gwyneth.rob@orange.fr
mailto:vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
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Bertric Burée Contacts: 
 

Priest with 

permission to 
officiate 

Brian Davies 05 53 91 19 90 briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

Licensed Lay 
Minister, 

Chaplaincy Warden 

Janis Adams 05 53 91 32 89 janadams2807@gmail.com 

Licensed Lay 

Minister, Synod 
Rep, Chaplaincy 
Rep 

Sheila 
Marshall 

05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Local Warden & 

Chaplaincy Rep 
Mike Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 mike.duncan@orange.fr 

Licensed Lay 
Minister, Diocesan 
and General Synod 

Rep for Europe 

Madeleine 
Holmes 

05 53 08 09 57 madeleine@peladis.plus.com 

Licensed Lay 
Minister 

Patrick 
Sturges 

05 5335 48 09 patsturges@aol.com 

Worship Leader Steve Long 05 53 91 96 48 steve_long@ntlworld.com 

Worship Leader 
Trevor 

Hodgkiss 
05 53 91 02 76 trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com 

Sunday School 
Cathy 

Wheatcroft 
05 53 90 62 85 chezmillefleurs@aol.com 

Welcome Rota 
Peter 
Robinson 

05 53 91 45 15 pjrob123@hotmail.com 

Sunday Morning 
Coffee Team 

Suzanne 
Reason 

05 53 90 24 05 suz_reason@hotmail.com 

Reading Rota Mary Eldon 05 53 91 35 56 david.eldon6@orange.fr 

Intercessions and 

Prayer Chain 

Sheila 

Marshall 
05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Prayer Ministry 
Cathy & Brian 
Wheatcroft 

05 53 90 62 85 chezmillefleurs@aol.com 

Chalice Rota Brian Cook 05 45 98 43 00 vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk 

Music Organiser Keith Lowe 05 45 98 49 45 kihlowe@hotmail.com 

Pastoral Care 

Coordinator 
Pam Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 pam.duncan01@icloud.com 

Fund Raising  Marie Ricketts  09 83 77 46 69 meha50@hotmail.com 

Communications 
Tony & Jill 
Stephens 

05 45 60 62 84 jmac2@wanadoo.fr 

 

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:janadams2807@gmail.com
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:madeleine@peladis.plus.com
mailto:patsturges@aol.com
mailto:steve_long@ntlworld.com
mailto:trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
mailto:suz_reason@hotmail.com
mailto:david.eldon6@orange.fr
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
mailto:vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:kihlowe@hotmail.com
mailto:pam.duncan01@icloud.com
mailto:meha50@hotmail.com
mailto:jmac2@wanadoo.fr
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Previous editions of DV Church News can be found HERE 
 

The minutes of November’s Church Committee meeting is HERE 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Safeguarding Jill Stephens 05 45 60 62 84 jmac2@wanadoo.fr 

Stewardship, 

Church Committee 
David Jackson 05 46 86 49 66 dj.homemanager@yahoo.com 

Treasurer 
Mike Duncan 
– pro tem 

05 53 91 30 64 mike.duncan@orange.fr 

Committee Minutes 
Secretary 

Mary Eldon 05 53 91 35 56 david.eldon6@orange.fr 

Electoral Roll Jean Stocks 05 45 21 43 40 jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk 

Church Committee, 

Chap Aid 
Ian Jameson 05 16 29 02 36 ziggy@ovh.fr 

Church Committee 

and Upper Room 
Manager, Bring-and-

share lunches 

Ann Knight 05 45 98 22 17 ann@daveandannknight.co.uk 

Church Committee, 
Church Flowers 

Glenys 
Bogardis 

05 53 90 13 64 bogardis.glenys@orange.fr 

Newsletter Editor Keith Gunn  keithalangunn@gmail.com 

http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/index.php/dv-church-newsletters/
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchMinutesNovember2017.pdf
mailto:jmac2@wanadoo.fr
mailto:dj.homemanager@yahoo.com
mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:david.eldon6@orange.fr
mailto:jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:ziggy@ovh.fr
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
mailto:bogardis.glenys@orange.fr
mailto:keithalangunn@gmail.com


 

17 
 

C L A SS I FI ED  A D VER T S  C L A S S IF IE D  A D V ER T S  
 

Greetings Cards  

 
 

Pam’s handmade cards for all occasions, in aid of Church funds, are available following 
all services.   
 

Orders are welcome for special occasions:  
Pam Davies - 05 53 91 19 90     briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 
 

 

I am a registered, fully insured, cleaner 
 

Available for temporary or permanent work and can do one-off 'pre-

opening' cleans for holiday rentals, clean up after your party or just a 
few hours as and when required. 
Commercial or domestic premises. 

 
I am based in the Charras / Montbron area, but I am 'cleaner can 

travel’.  
For a several hours in a day I would be willing to travel as far as Bertric 
Burrée. 

I can be contacted initially at radloulou@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Laura Connor  
Siret no 750803009 00018 under the Auto Entrepreneur scheme 

 

 
  

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:radloulou@yahoo.co.uk
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ould you like to use a qualified & registered builder from 
your own congregation?   

 
ENTREPRISE SIMON GEGG - Laudibertie 

24410 FESTALEMPS  
Restoration & conversion of old stone buildings. 
 

Project management  
• Carpentry: wide board oak flooring; chestnut & pine floors; balconies; windows, 

doors & stairs supplied & fitted 
• Drylining; plastering; tiling; terracing 

• Roofing & General building 
• All masonry work including Pierre de taille, moellon, rendering & pierre 

apparante 

 
Tel: 0553 90 36 22 (7pm to 9pm) or email Simongegg@outlook.com  

 
SIRET: 4353639300011  DECENNALE Insurance  Registered for TVA 

 

 
 
 

 
 

ANN KNIGHT – Soft furnishings, curtains, upholstery  
Do you have an old but comfy chair or sofa  
that needs sprucing up? Need some new curtains?  

 
Why not ask Ann for a professional quotation? 

Call 05 45 98 22 17 
 

Siret Number 529 194 946 00016 

 

 
 
 
 

W 

mailto:simongegg@outlook.com
tel:194%20946%2000016

