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Celebrating a fine day together at Bertric Burée’s Summer Fair  
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◊ There will be a Bring-and-Share lunch  

following this service, in the Upper Room. 
Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and glass.  

We invite a donation of 1€50 towards the cost of  
bread and wine which will be supplied. 

 
 

Please join us for tea and coffee  
across the road in the Upper Room  

after each of the Sunday morning services 
 

The Book Barn is open  
after each morning service too 

 

  

Sunday 5 August  10:30 Service of the word, with Patrick Sturgess 

Sunday 5 August 18:00 Evensong, with Sheila Marshall 

Wednesday 8 August 11:00 
Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion, with 
Revd  Andy Horlock 

Sunday 12 August ◊ 10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Tony Lomas 

Sunday 19 August    10:30 Family Service, with Janis Adams 

Sunday 26 August 10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Brian Davies 
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An Awkward Question… 
  

If you don’t enjoy watching sport on television you’ve probably 

finished several books or boxed sets, the garden is probably well weeded, you’ve been 

working on your tan or you’ve Facebooked, Tweeted or Instagrammed etc ad 
nauseam. 

 

I’m not a football 
fan, MOTD has 

never been on my 
watch list, but can 
enjoy what I 

consider to be a 
good match and 

the World Cup did 
intrigue.  
 

I was amazed how 
many fouls were 

committed and 
apparently not 
noted. So many 

players had their 
shirts pulled, arms 

grabbed or were tripped, and the game just continued. Very occasionally the referee 
produced a yellow card and only four reds were given. VAR could have made a 
difference but was rarely consulted. 

 
However, at Wimbledon, Hawkeye was 

consulted in some games and generally 
settled problems, but it’s only on Centre 
Court, Courts 1, 2 & 3, plus 12 and 18. 

So I presume there can be occasions 
when “you cannot be serious!”  

 
Cricket also uses Hawkeye and in ODI 
and Twenty20 series both players and 

umpires frequently appeal to it. Motor 
racing’s F1 appeared amongst all of this 

with officials watching at least four 
screens and they can rewind to any incident they want and see it from different 

angles. Can’t get away with anything there! 
 
I’m sure there were other sports happening which passed me by – please feel free to 

let me know what your favourite is and why, but a discussion at our home group 
made me reflect on how we can chat about these things – and can have quite heated 

discussions – freely at, for example, aperos or a dinner party. But how many of us  
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have heard, ‘You go to church. Why?’ and our mouths have dried up in the ensuing 
silence, our brains have emptied, and you know everyone is looking at you. 

 
This was a brought up at our Home Group the other day and got us thinking – and 

also avoiding the issue to some extent. Our questioner prompted us by saying that 
‘Why?’ was not really the question. People generally really mean, ‘Why do you believe 
in God?’ Is there a simple answer to that? 

 
I normally respond by saying that I believe it’s too much of a coincidence that our 

earth with all its complexities could just have happened, that there must be a Creator. 
People readily accept what a scientist says when asked what the world is like. Their 

response might well be surprising. Apparently light sometimes looks like a wave and 
sometimes like a particle. Since a wave is spread out and flapping, and a particle like 
a little bullet, this might seem impossible, but that’s the way it is. Consequently, a 

scientist does not ask ‘Is it reasonable?’ as if they knew beforehand what shape 
reason had to take, but ‘What makes you think that this might be the case?’ — open 

to surprise but demanding motivating evidence if a surprising claim is being made.  
 
I don’t understand the differences in light waves but do believe it must be right as 

scientists have seen the waves and particles. I have seen God at work in the lives of 
different people, including my own, and many of us know of miracles but consider 

them good fortune, good medical treatment rather than God’s intervention. God isn’t 
a Superman type being. God is God and beyond all our understanding. God cannot be 
limited by time or space or sex and we are all made in the image of God living in a 

universe designed by God. Prayer is an important part of the relationship with God 
and prayer is answered in God’s time. Try talking and listening to God. 

 
It’s not possible to make anyone a Christian and it should be that Christians are 
recognised by example – it isn’t about what Christians necessarily say but what they 

do. We have an excellent reference book – The Bible – but that can be obscure. 
Church can help explain, and being with other Christians is always a support. The 

problem could be that the Christian faith isn’t designed to be understood but 
encountered as a gift. It is a faith which fills the hole that many try to fill with money 
or work or things or success. It doesn’t make people or life perfect – thank God for 

grace. 
 

Have I answered the question? Definitely not! - but our Home Group intend to think 
further on this. It will be very interesting.  
  

Janis 
 
 

 

  “The Crafty Natterers” 
continue to meet in August  

- Thursday 2nd and 16th  

at 14:00 in the Upper Room  

for crafting and socialising 

 

Please come and join us 

Contact: Jean Stocks  

mailto:jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk
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July’s Randonée 

 
Jaki Moorhouse writes -  
We are all enjoying this wonderful weather after the miserable winter and poor spring. 

However, the weather led to diminished numbers for our July walk – which was ably 
led by Annie Key.  

For some it was just going to be too hot, including for our canine friends, but others 
were away, and one couple honeymooning! We send many congratulations to our 

walking friends Geoff and Caroline on their marriage at Bertric Burée earlier in the 
month. 

 
So, with eight walkers in tow, Annie took them on what was her second choice of walk 

after the memorable storm we all endured in early July brought down trees which 
blocked her original route.  
It seems that the weather also brought out 'all creatures great and small’!  

 
 

Annie Key says: We think it was a 
whip snake, about 5ft long, it had 
been run over but we put her on 

the verge and admired her for 
some time! 

 
 
 

 
 

The numbers swelled with several Strollites joining our intrepid walkers for a delightful 
al fresco lunch at the bar/restaurant Commerce in St Severin...... A good time was 
had by all! 

 

Jaki  
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Our Church Fair this year was a resounding success! The weather was perfect. Not too 
hot and just a couple of very short, light showers. 
 

Over 2000€ were raised, thanks to so many clever and inventive people. We are so 
blessed with a membership who have and use their many and varied abilities to such 

good effect for God’s work. This reminds us of the parable of the Talents! They are a 
wonderful example to the rest of us. 
 

To name some of the main players… Marie for her advertising posters and leaflets, 
Kathy and Mark for the organising and especially the imaginative children's / adult’s 

games, Dave and Ann for the wonderful Hog Roast, so mouth-wateringly cooked in 
Mark’s converted oil-drum barbecue! Thank you to all the volunteers who put up the 
rescued marquees (Ed: see photos of the great restoration job later) and those who 

ran the stalls and games. Finally, thanks to all of those who came, enjoyed the fun 
and food, and spent their money! If I have missed out anyone, forgive me, others 

know who you are, and thank you! 
 

Jill Stephens 

http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/2008SeptemberNewsletter.pdf
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The mangled mass of metal that used to be one of Bertric-Burée's two 

marquees is back in business in time for the Summer Fair (though somewhat 

smaller in size) thanks to the efforts of Ann and Dave Knight and their friends, 
Anita and Michael Tansley. 

 
 

May 26th started out beautifully with a successful relaunch of the Upper 
Room Book Barn with lots of friends of the Dronne Valley Church coming to 

buy books and eat bacon butties. However, that afternoon a huge storm hit the 
Dordogne with rain and winds up to 100 kilometres an hour. 

 

   
 
The marquee installed in the Upper Room garden had served its purpose 

perfectly during the relaunch as a place for people to converse as well as to eat 
and drink, protected from the sun's rays, but it was no match with Mother 

Nature as she used her power to twist and turn the metal framing and tear the 
canvas in several places.  

 

Blue skies returned and now it was time to assess the damage. The metal 
frame was able to be straightened but how to fix torn canvas?  
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Enter Ann Knight with 

her heavy duty sewing 
machine, which she 

uses in her upholstery 
business.  

 

 
 

 
 

Ann and Dave Knight, with  the 
help of Michael and Anita Tansley, 
wrestle the heavy canvas into 
submission 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Measuring, cutting and sewing followed by positioning, installing and adjusting 

and now the marquee is back in its rightful place, just in time for the Summer 

Fair on July 28th.  
Kathy Carter 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

The Bible  
 
- tells the story of God's interaction with the world and features 
many people. But can you tell which character is out of place? 
 

Try the Bible Society’s Quiz HERE 
  

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/bible-articles/quiz-bible-characters/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/bible-articles/quiz-bible-characters/
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Brian and Patricia Wilkinson  

write about three dogs which have been an important part of their lives 

 
 

Twelve years ago we looked adoringly at three baby bundles of doggies lying on a 
blanket fast asleep. They had been left at the side of a busy road awaiting their fate.. 

Just three weeks old.   A tiny girl together with her two tiny brothers. Fortunately, 
they were spotted and had been rescued.  When we came upon this adorable trio, it 
was immediately decided we could not possibly separate these small helpless 

gorgeous creatures. We brought them home. 
 

This was the beginning of a 
delightful, but 
unfortunately not long 

enough, happy, rewarding, 
absorbing, loving family 

relationship. They became 
our ‘babies’.    
Fleur, Henri with Bentley 

gave us so much 
happiness; they have 

provided us with a lifetime 
of joyous memories. From 
the day we brought them 

home, when they could be 
held in the cup of our 

hands, yes! - they were 
that small. These delicate 
bundles needed to be fed 

every two hours, with us 
attending to all the duties 

that mums and dads do for 
their young.  
 

 
The years passed by too quickly. Every day we looked on in a delightful wonderment, 

watching them grow up into three individuals displaying very different traits; gentle, 
rowdy, funny and, vocal. Personalities all of their very own. 
 

Fleur died early this year and very recently Henri died. They were too young. We 
asked ourselves why now?  Fleur and Henri had an incurable breathing disorder. Their 

untimely passing has left us devastated, bewildered. We are left holding only streams 
of memories to lighten the sadness of their passing.  They now lie quietly at peace in 

our garden. We stand and relive those years of us as a family. We wanted more   
years. We question why so soon did they have to leave us? There is a little consolation   
that they are now in a good place. Fleur and Henri have joined their brothers and 

other sister. Anjou, Lot, Morgan and Babau. 
 

Their brother Bentley is still here with us.  A daily contributor to our joy. He demands 
tummy rubs most days, we lovingly oblige. Bentley has a new sister Jingles. During 
this warm weather she prefers to wallow in her private pool for hours or run around in 

our garden.  She is watched with some curiosity by Bentley who insists on donating   
his distinctive bark to the proceedings. 
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So, thankfully, we still have two beautiful loving doggies.  We keep them close, 

revelling in each day that we have been blessed to receive and to give this very 
special love.     
 

Brian Wilkinson 
                                       

 

 
 
 

On Sunday afternoon 29th July 
we were treated to a wonderful guitar recital given by 

 

 
Ellie is a world class musician 

who took us on a Mediterranean Journey with music for guitar 
inspired by or arranged from folklore 

 

Our journey took us from Greece, via North Africa to France 
and included the soulful music of Andalucía. 

She played music by Albeniz, Dyers, Theodorakis and McGuire 
 
A wonderful conclusion to our Fête weekend which ended with aperos served in the 

garden of the Upper Room, where we had the opportunity to chat to Ellie and get to 
know those attending the recital. 

 
Ellie’s generosity in playing for us allowed a contribution to church funds of 170€. 

 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
The first two photos were taken at the recital in the rather warm and humid church 

and the last reflecting her native country of Greece. 
 

Mike Duncan 
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Chaplaincy Women's Retreat 
  

 

 
 

Join us for the weekend of 21st-23rd September 
at the Abbaye d’Echourgnac 

to draw closer to God  
through a series of spiritual exercises,  

which will help us Hear Him 
  

The programme gives time for peace, rest, and fellowship. 
 

There’s more information   
 

 

 

Prayer Ministry 
Prayer ministry is offered at Bertric Burée by members of the team at the 
services on Sundays in the vestry or side chapel. Please take advantage of 

this for anything for which you would like prayer support. 
 

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays this is available after the service and on 
the 2nd and 4th Sundays during the serving of communion 
 

Prayer ministry is also available after each service in the Upper Room 
 

To help you to identify members of the team, we will be 
wearing these white dove badges. 
 

Cathy and Brian Wheatcroft 05 53 90 62 85  
chezmillefleurs@aol.com 

 
 

http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/images/stories/pdf_files/2018echourgnacbookingform.pdf
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
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Home Groups  
– are a key part of Dronne Valley church life 

 

 

There are four to choose from: 
 

Alternate Tuesday mornings near Verteillac 10.00 for 10.30. All are welcome. 
For more information contact Mike Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 
 
 

Fortnightly on Tuesday mornings, 10.00 for 10.30 

For dates and venue this month please contact Brian Cook on 05 45 98 43 00 
 
 

Fortnightly on Thursdays at 2.00pm at Ann Knight’s home, Chez Foucaud, 

Montboyer, between Chalais and Montmoreau 
Contact Ann for dates and directions – Ann Knight  05 45 98 22 17  
 

Alternate Tuesday mornings in St Aulaye 19:00 for 19:30 (alt. to Verteillac group 
weeks) at Steve and Jenny Long’s home, La Gare, St Aulaye 

Further info from Steve or Jenny  05 53 91 96 48 
 

 

 
 

The groups are made up of friendly people who get together  
to talk over a small part of the Bible or another Christian  

book and enjoy a cup of coffee and cake.  
All of the groups are keen to welcome newcomers,  

but it’s a good idea to phone, so that we know you’re coming. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
mailto:steve_long@ntlworld.com
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Sermons 

 
A selection of recent sermons from around  
the Chaplaincy is available on line  HERE 

 

  
 

Previous editions of DV Church News can be found HERE 
 

The minutes of June’s Church Committee meeting is HERE 
 

 
 

 
 

Editor’s note: 
 

We are leaving the contacts list out of this and future editions of the News, 

until we are confident that we are fully complying with the GDPR legislation 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The people in our church 
come from a wide range of 

church backgrounds and our 
worship reflects this diversity 

We warmly welcome you, 
wherever you are on your 

journey of faith 
  

http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/sermons1
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/index.php/dv-church-newsletters/
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchMinutesJune2018.pdf
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C L A S S I F I E D  C H U R C H  A D V E R T S   

 
Near GURAT, Dordogne/Charente border, a beautiful 

and tranquil setting for our - 
light and airy STUDIO Flat, totally self-contained.  

 
To LET fully furnished and equipped, recently 
converted.  

Spacious LIVING Room, DINING area + excellent 
KITCHEN corner.  (Double sofa bed).   

DOUBLE/TWIN BEDROOM,  
SHOWER room.  
Good storage-space throughout.  

HALL, Service room with washing machine.  
Use of POOL by arrangement: private designated area 

for outdoor living available for tenants.  
£500 pcm + outgoings. Long Let preferred, shorter 
considered.   

References essential: 

  

Contact Janey or Dominic +44 7923 069 377  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  



 
17 

 

 
 

Greetings Cards  

 
 

Pam’s handmade cards for all occasions, in aid of Church funds, are available following 
all services.   
 

Orders are welcome for special occasions:  
Pam Davies - 05 53 91 19 90     briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
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I am a registered, fully insured, cleaner 
 

Available for temporary or permanent work and can do one-off 'pre-

opening' cleans for holiday rentals, clean up after your party or just a 
few hours as and when required. 

Commercial or domestic premises. 
 
I am based in the Charras / Montbron area, but I am 'cleaner can 

travel’.  
For a several hours in a day I would be willing to travel as far as Bertric 

Burrée. 
I can be contacted initially at radloulou@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Laura Connor  
Siret no 750803009 00018 under the Auto Entrepreneur scheme 

 
 
 

ould you like to use a qualified & registered builder from your own 
congregation?   

 
ENTREPRISE SIMON GEGG –  
Laudibertie, 24410 FESTALEMPS  

Restoration & conversion of old stone buildings. 
 

Project management  
• Carpentry: wide board oak flooring; chestnut & pine floors; 

balconies; windows, doors & stairs supplied & fitted 

• Drylining; plastering; tiling; terracing 
• Roofing & General building 

• All masonry work including Pierre de taille, moellon, rendering & pierre 
apparante 
 

Tel: 0553 90 36 22 (7pm to 9pm) or email Simongegg@outlook.com  
 
SIRET: 4353639300011  DECENNALE Insurance  Registered for TVA 

 
 

 
 
 

ANN KNIGHT – Soft furnishings, curtains, upholstery  
Do you have an old but comfy chair or sofa  

that needs sprucing up? Need some new curtains?  
 
Why not ask Ann for a professional quotation? 

Call 05 45 98 22 17 
 

Siret Number 529 194 946 00016 

 
 

W 

mailto:radloulou@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:simongegg@outlook.com
tel:194%20946%2000016

