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A Church full for Confirmation Sunday 
at Bertric Burée, 18th March 

 

Nine people were confirmed, in a very memorable service,  

by our bishop – Rt Revd Dr Robert Innes  
Eighty people gathered afterwards for a congenial  

bring-and-share lunch, in the village salle des fêtes 
 

Read more on Page 5  
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* A celebration breakfast is available following the sunrise service,  

but please book this in advance with Ann and Dave Knight 
 

◊ There will be a Bring-and-Share lunch  
following this service, in the Upper Room. 

Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and glass.  

We invite a donation of 1€50 towards the cost of  
bread and wine which will be supplied. 

 

Please join us for tea and coffee  
across the road in the Upper Room  

after each of the Sunday morning services 

 
The Book Barn is open after each morning service too 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Easter Sunday 1 April  07:30 Sunrise Service, in Upper Room grounds* 

Easter Sunday 1 April 10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Andy Horlock 

Easter Sunday 1 April 19:00 
(no service this evening – please ignore 
information to the contrary) 

Sunday 8 April ◊ 10:30 Holy Communion, with Ven Chris Sims 

Wednesday 11 April 11:00 
Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion, with 
Revd Andy Horlock 

Sunday 15 April 10:30 Family Service, with Steve Long 

Sunday 22 April  10:30 Holy Communion, with Revd Tony Lomas 

Sunday 29 April  10:30 Special service, led by a home group 

mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
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e’ve just come through the festival of Easter, where so much 

time, and energy is focused on the Passion, the agony, the trial 
and the death of Jesus. 

We have 40 days of denials through Lent. We have a week of special 
services and communions, time contemplating the various ‘stations of 

the cross,’ etc. 
All looking towards his death and concentrating on the sin of the people 

around him, the desertions, the denials, the accusations, the floggings, 
the agonies and finally the crucifixion. 

 
t can seem that we have a preoccupation with sin and death, and 

with the things that were done to Jesus.  
Even the symbol most people associate with Christians and 

Christianity is a cross, a vile instrument of torture and death! 

And all this preoccupation and emphasis on sin and cruel death can often 
put many people off from exploring the real story of Easter. 

 
or the real story of Easter is not about what sin and death did to 

Jesus, but what Jesus did with sin and death. 
His first words to the women who came to his tomb on Sunday 

morning were, “Why do you look for the living amongst the dead?” 
 

The full story of Easter is not ‘Jesus crucified’, But ‘Jesus living’, and 
dwelling amongst us. 

 
We must never forget Good Friday,  

Christ giving up his life for us;  
but let’s remember, celebrate, and live  

in the full knowledge and experience  

of that Easter morning greeting - 
 

“Christ is risen!  

He is risen indeed!   

Hallelujah!” 
 

Trevor 
 

 
 

 
  

W 
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Mike Duncan, Tony Lomas, Mary Eldon 

 

Jill Stephens writes - 
We had a good turnout for our service and our annual Local Area Meeting at the end 
of February following a Communion Service with the Revd. Tony Lomas, despite the 

freezing weather. It is always a pleasure to welcome Tony and Ingrid to our 
Church.  All the posts were filled, apart from Environmental and Stewardship Officers, 
to be sought following this meeting.  

 
Our thanks go to David Jackson for the enormous amount of work he did in 2017 

helping to raise awareness of the plight of the refugees in France and collecting van 
loads of clothing and household items and delivering them to the distribution centres. 
This on top of his work with our Book Barn - a popular place of outreach, as people 

are often introduced to our church through a visit to the Barn. David has managed all 
of this whilst being our Stewardship Officer. Enjoy a rest in 2018, David! 

 
We thank God for willing volunteers who have accepted the important posts of 
Wardens, following the necessary resignation of Mike Duncan, who has been our 

Warden for 6 years, has worked tirelessly and selflessly for our church, and has been 
interim Treasurer also since the early retirement of our previous Treasurer.  Rosemary 

Robinson and Steve Long have accepted the posts of warden, and Peter Robinson is to 
be our new Treasurer. Very important also was the retirement of Mary Eldon who has 
been our Committee Secretary for 11 years! Her efficiency and dedication has been 

immense, and we are so grateful for her self-effacing service to our church. Mary’s 
work will be taken over by Jenny Long. Thank you Jenny. 

 
The LAM was followed by our monthly Bring-and-Share lunch, in the Upper Room, 
delayed this month to coincide with the LAM. As most will remember, it was an 

extremely cold day, and we were all very grateful that many friends thought to bring 
hot food, which we could keep hot thanks to our excellent kitchen.  

Jill 
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Janis Adams reports - 
Bishop Robert had a busy weekend: having ordained Charlotte Sullivan so joyously 

on Saturday 17th March in Bordeaux we were pleased to welcome him at Bertric Burée 
to confirm nine candidates on Sunday 18th where the church had been beautifully 
decorated.  

 
Our Chaplain, Rev Tony Lomas and Ingrid, had hosted Bishop Robert and his wife 

Helen, as well as masterminding the two celebrations. The candidates’ ages ranged 
from 13 to 80, eight from Bertric Burée and one, the youngest, James Talbot from the 
Vendée was prepared and presented by Rev Hazel Door. The local candidates were 

Kate Hauxwell, Richard Heeley, Steve Long, Kathy Midgley, John Overfield, Martin 
Tylee, Brian Wheatcroft and Brian Wilkinson who were prepared and presented by the 

Rev Brian Davies. 
 
 

 
At the main door 

of the church 
Bishop Robert 
prayed with them 

over water to 
remind us all of 

our baptism and 
entry into the 
church, then 

sprinkled the 
candidates with 

water from the 
font.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
The group returned to the front for the confirmation and anointing with holy oil.  

The candidates were then presented to the 98 members of the congregation who 
welcomed them with a long and loud round of applause before we all shared in 
communion. 

 

http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/events-chaplaincy
http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/events-chaplaincy


 

6 
 

 

 
There was a photo call after with the new communicants, Bishop Robert, the clergy 

and Licensed Lay Ministers and Readers enjoying the sunshine on a rather chilly day 
before the majority retired to the village Foyer where we enjoyed a sumptuous ‘Bring-

and-Share’ lunch. 

Janis 
 

You can listen to the Bishop’s sermon HERE 

 
 
 

 

 
 

  

http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/sermons1/sermon/107-confirmation-service-bertric-buree
https://bishopineurope.wordpress.com/
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  “The Crafty Natterers” 
- will meet Thursday 5th and 19th April 

at 14:00 for crafting and socialising.  

 

The venue for both meetings will be the 

Upper Room, in the centre of Bertric Burée.  

 

Come and join us. 

 

Contact: Jean Stocks  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

The Upper Room is now double-glazed 

 

 
 

Constant Cosiness Guaranteed! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The Upper Room Committee say: 

 
Hopefully you'll have noticed that the Upper Room has new windows. They not 

only look great, but already there's a noticeable difference in the temperature. 
 

You may not be aware that a very generous person donated the cost of the 
deposit and kindly loaned the balance in order that the work could go ahead.  

 
We now need to pay back that loan and in order to achieve this a box for 

donations has been placed on the wall in the Upper Room. Alongside is a 
thermometer chart indicating where we are up to in achieving our target. 

 
Your continued support of this valuable resource, which is the Upper Room, is 

not only greatly appreciated, but is absolutely necessary for our outreach.   
Thank you 

mailto:jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk
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Jaki Moorhouse writes: 

As I looked out of the window on the morning of the first Randonée of the season my 
heart sank...more rain.  
 

Twenty-two other members of the group had similar thoughts but most of us met up 
and by the time we had enjoyed a coffee at the restaurant in Petit Bersac the sun was 

out, wet weather gear was abandoned, and we and the dogs set off with a spring in 
our steps.  

Annie Key (my sub lieutenant) had the privilege of choosing this walk. It was 

delightful and we all returned to base for lunch having spent a super couple of hours 
with friends from the previous walks and our new Randoneers in glorious countryside.   
 

As ever our friends who are unable to do the walk joined us for a really excellent 
lunch. "Christ&anna" restaurant comes highly recommended. 

 
So, back to the drawing board for the next walk, but this first one will take a lot of 
beating. 

 

Jaki 
 

Contact Jaki to receive news of future randonées 
jakimoorhouse@aol.com  

 

https://www.lechristiana.com/
mailto:jakimoorhouse@aol.com
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Join us for a time of retreat,  

fellowship, and contemplation 

 
Two choices of dates are possible: 
Thursday May 31st / Friday June 1st  

to Sunday June 3rd 2018 

 
Speaker:  
Ven. Meurig Williams,  

Archdeacon of France 
 

 

The Church is often described as Christ’s body on earth. This is an image that is both 
exciting and challenging, but what does it really mean for us, today, in Aquitaine?  
 

As we seek for guidance on how to encourage growth within our church 
communities, it is useful to explore how we can best represent Christ to those around 

us, both inside and outside the church. In the tranquillity of Belloc Abbey, in worship, 
prayer and teaching we will endeavour to understand better what it means to be 
the body, of which Jesus is the head. 

 
See the Chaplaincy web site for more information and an application form. 
 

 
  

  

http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/events-2014
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Our tireless bird-watchers, Linda and Mike Fisher  

were in position to capture one of nature’s greatest wonders, Common Cranes (Grus 
Grus) on a recent northward migration near their St Severin home. 

 

 
photo © Mike Fisher 

See the stunning photos on their BLOG 
         

 

 

Prayer Ministry  
 
Prayer ministry is offered at Bertric Burée by members of the team at the 

services on Sundays in the side chapel. Please take advantage of this for 
anything for which you would like prayer support. 

 
On the 1st and 3rd Sundays this is available after the service and on 

the 2nd and 4th Sundays during the serving of communion 
 
Prayer ministry is also available after each service in the Upper Room 

 
To help you to identify members of the team, we will be 

wearing these white dove badges. 
 
Cathy and Brian Wheatcroft 05 53 90 62 85  

chezmillefleurs@aol.com 

http://roadrunnersmikelinda.blogspot.fr/2018/03/one-of-natures-greatest-wonders-common.html
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com


 

11 
 

 

More of your hymns  
 

Several more of you have responded to Laurie John’s invitation to share  

a verse of a valued hymn. Here they are: 
 

Dan Jones writes: 

 
 

Hands that flung stars into space 

To cruel nails surrendered. 

 

‘The Servant King’ - such a beautiful and simple way of expressing creation 

 
(Sung version HERE) 
 
Ingrid Lowe says: 

 

Now Thank We All Our God 

The first verse is well- known and expresses thanks for 'wondrous things' and 

blessings starting from our 'mother's arms' with 'countless gifts of love' to follow. 

But I have chosen the second verse which is a prayer acknowledging the hardships 

faced in life. The hymn writer Rinkart puts them in the context of eternity in the last 

line. But the overriding theme is one of gratefulness, joy and blessed peace.  
 

O may this bounteous God 

through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts 

and blessed peace to cheer us; 

And keep us in His grace, 

and guide us when perplexed; 

And free us from all ills, 

in this world and the next! 
 

It was written by Martin Rinkart ( 1586-1649 ) who was a Lutheran minister who 

came to Eilenburg, Saxony, at the beginning of the Thirty Years' War.  

The walled city of Eilenburg became a refuge for political and military fugitives, but 

the result was overcrowding, and deadly pestilence and famine. Armies overran it 

three times. The Rinkart home was a refuge for the victims, even though he was often 

hard-pressed to provide for his own family. During the height of a severe plague in 

1637, Rinkart was the only surviving pastor in Eilenburg, conducting as many as 50 

funerals in a day. He performed more than 4000 funerals in that year, including that 

of his wife. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-xC3Cmj45FE
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eilenburg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saxony
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirty_Years'_War
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What I find so impressive about Rinkart is his strong faith which doesn't buckle. It is 

amazing he can write with such freshness: 'Who wondrous things hath done' and 'in 

Whom this world rejoices' when he has endured such prolonged hardships and 

sadness. His song is one of many blessings from God.  
 

(Sung version HERE) 
 
Michael Woodman suggests - 

 

The first verse of – 

O Valiant Hearts 

 

He feels though that much of the hymn's attraction lies in the music. Often the music 

successfully underlines the words and gives added meaning. 

 

O valiant hearts who to your glory came 

Through dust of conflict and through battle flame; 

Tranquil you lie, your knightly virtue proved, 

Your memory hallowed in the land you loved. 
  

Tune: Rev. Dr. Charles Harris 1909-1929  
 
(Sung version HERE) 

 
Ed: We may issue an invitation to send us your hymn choices later this year, 

but we’ll pause this thread for now. 

 
 
            

Prayers of Life  
by  

Michel Quoist (1918-1997) 

 

Jennifer Gray 

 

For many years I have read, intermittently, this wonderful, 

deceptively simple, book, which has, amongst others, been my 
guidebook for everyday life. I found that as I went about daily 

duties, I began to look on things differently, just as he does. It 
became something of a challenge, rather than a game. The 
most trivial of events, or observations were to become a rich 

source of material for meditation. I began to think about his 
words, when, for example, I handled a five-pound note, or 

looked at a chain link fence (another powerful, short 
meditation) 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ItfKjxkXhMk
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Charles_Harris_(vicar)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f89S6t0RusY
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Prayers of Life, written while Quoist was still a young priest, will remain his 

monument. Perhaps the most intense and personal (though he did not say so) was his 
prayer of a young priest on a Sunday night, coming home alone after the last Mass, 

seeing people leaving the cinema or flocking home after a day out, passing children on 
the street knowing he will never have any. 
 

 "Lord, tonight, while all is still, and I feel sharply the sting of solitude . . . I repeat to 
you my `yes' - not in a burst of laughter, but slowly, clearly, humbly." 

From 1949 to 1953 Quoist was a parish priest in Le Havre before being appointed 
youth chaplain for the town, a job he relished as it left him outside the narrow 
confines of the traditional parish with more direct contact with young people. His 

mission to young people was to remain with him, even when he returned to parish 
work in 1970. In the late 1970s he launched regular youth meetings for participants 
from Le Havre and neighbouring dioceses and was closely involved in devising 

teaching materials for religious education classes in schools and for young adults. 

His writing, deceptively simple, sharply in focus, invites us to look again on simple 
things around us, meditating on God's involvement in our lives. This short meditation, 

about a simple, five-pound note, is one of my favourites: 

....Through how many hands has it passed, Lord? 

It has offered white roses to the radiant fiancee. 

It has paid for the baptismal party, and fed the growing baby. 

It has provided bread for the family table. 

Because of it there was laughter among the young, and joy among the adults. 

It has paid for the saving visit of the doctor, 

It has bought the book that taught the youngster, 

It has clothed the young girl.... 

 

But it has sent the letter breaking the engagement. 

It has paid for the death of a child in its mother's womb. 

It has bought the liquor that made the drunkard. 

It has produced the film unfit for children..... 

 

O Lord, I offer you this note with its joyous mysteries, and its sorrowful mysteries. 

I thank you for all the life and joy it has given. 

I ask your forgiveness for the harm it has done. 

But above all, Lord, I offer it to you as a symbol of all of the labours of men, 

indestructible money, which tomorrow will be changed into your eternal life.  

 

From 'Prayers of Life' by Michel Quoist,  pub. Gill and Macmillan 1968 (Available through Amazon) 

 

©  j.gray 2018 

 
 

 
Michel Quoist Obituary from The Independent HERE 

 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/obituaries/obituary-fr-michel-quoist-1136981.html
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Home Groups  
– are a key part of Dronne Valley church life 

 

 
There are four to choose from: 
 
Alternate Tuesday mornings near Verteillac 10.00 for 10.30am. All are welcome. 
For more information contact Mike Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 
 
 

Fortnightly on Tuesday mornings, 10.00 for 10.30am 
For dates and venue this month please contact Brian Cook on 05 45 98 43 00 
 
 

Fortnightly on Thursdays at 2.00pm at Ann Knight’s home, Chez Foucaud, 
Montboyer, between Chalais and Montmoreau 
Contact Ann for dates and directions – Ann Knight  05 45 98 22 17  
 
 

 
 

 

The groups are made up of friendly people who get together  
to talk over a small part of the Bible or another Christian  

book and enjoy a cup of coffee and cake.  
All of the groups are keen to welcome newcomers,  

but it’s a good idea to phone, so that we know you’re coming. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:mike.duncan@orange.fr
mailto:vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
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Bertric Burée Contacts: 
 

Priest with 

permission to 
officiate 

Brian Davies 05 53 91 19 90 briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

Priest with 
permission to 

officiate 

Andy Horlock 05 53 90 49 32 andyhorlock@gmail.com 

Licensed Lay 

Minister, 
Chaplaincy Warden 

Janis Adams 05 53 91 32 89 janadams2807@gmail.com 

Licensed Lay 
Minister, Synod 
Rep, Chaplaincy 

Rep 

Sheila 
Marshall 

05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Licensed Lay 

Minister, Diocesan 
and General Synod 

Rep for Europe 

Madeleine 
Holmes 

05 53 08 09 57 madeleine@peladis.plus.com 

Licensed Lay 

Minister 

Patrick 

Sturges 
05 5335 48 09 patsturges@aol.com 

Worship Leader 

Warden 
Steve Long 05 53 91 96 48 steve_long@ntlworld.com 

Warden 
Rosemary 
Robinson 

05 53 91 45 15 rosemarybertric@hotmail.com 

Worship Leader 
Trevor 
Hodgkiss 

05 53 91 02 76 trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com 

Welcome Rota 

Treasurer 

Peter 

Robinson 
05 53 91 45 15 pjrob123@hotmail.com 

Sunday Morning 

Coffee Team 

Suzanne 

Reason 
05 53 90 24 05 suz_reason@hotmail.com 

Reading Rota Mary Eldon 05 53 91 35 56 david.eldon6@orange.fr 

Intercessions and 
Prayer Chain 

Sheila 
Marshall 

05 53 90 95 69 sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com 

Prayer Ministry 
Cathy & Brian 

Wheatcroft 
05 53 90 62 85 chezmillefleurs@aol.com 

Chalice Rota Brian Cook 05 45 98 43 00 vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk 

Music Organiser Keith Lowe 05 45 98 49 45 kihlowe@hotmail.com 

Pastoral Care 
Coordinator 

Pam Duncan 05 53 91 30 64 pam.duncan01@icloud.com 

Sunday School Marie Ricketts  09 83 77 46 69 meha50@hotmail.com 

Communications 
Tony & Jill 

Stephens 
05 45 60 62 84 jmac2@wanadoo.fr 

 

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:andyhorlock@gmail.com
mailto:janadams2807@gmail.com
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:madeleine@peladis.plus.com
mailto:patsturges@aol.com
mailto:steve_long@ntlworld.com
mailto:rosemarybertric@hotmail.com
mailto:trevorhodgkiss@hotmail.com
mailto:suz_reason@hotmail.com
mailto:david.eldon6@orange.fr
mailto:sheila@cheztutaud.plus.com
mailto:chezmillefleurs@aol.com
mailto:vorimorus@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:kihlowe@hotmail.com
mailto:pam.duncan01@icloud.com
mailto:meha50@hotmail.com
mailto:jmac2@wanadoo.fr
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Previous editions of DV Church News can be found HERE 
 

The minutes of March’s Church Committee meeting is HERE 
 

The Church annual meeting was 25th February. The REPORTS prepared by various 
people in leadership roles give a good overview of the last year in the life of the 

church and hopes for the future. 
 

 
 
 

The people in our church 

come from a wide range of 

church backgrounds and our 
worship reflects this diversity 

 

We warmly welcome you, 
wherever you are on your 

journey of faith 

 
 

  

Safeguarding Jill Stephens 05 45 60 62 84 jmac2@wanadoo.fr 

Committee Minutes 

Secretary 
Jenny Long 05 53 91 96 48 jennifera.long@ntlworld.com 

Electoral Roll Jean Stocks 05 45 21 43 40 jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk 

Church Committee, 
Chap Aid 

Ian Jameson 05 16 29 02 36 ziggy@ovh.fr 

Church Committee 
and Upper Room 

Manager, Bring-and-
share lunches 

Ann Knight 05 45 98 22 17 ann@daveandannknight.co.uk 

Church Committee, 

Church Flowers 

Glenys 

Bogardis 
05 53 90 13 64 bogardis.glenys@orange.fr 

Stewardship TBA   

Newsletter Editor Keith Gunn +44 1747 821144 keithalangunn@gmail.com 

http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/index.php/dv-church-newsletters/
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/DVChurchMinutesMarch2018.pdf
http://www.dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/DVChurchLAM2018Reports.pdf
mailto:jmac2@wanadoo.fr
mailto:jennifera.long@ntlworld.com
mailto:jeanst0cks@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:ziggy@ovh.fr
mailto:ann@daveandannknight.co.uk
mailto:bogardis.glenys@orange.fr
mailto:keithalangunn@gmail.com
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C L A SS I FI ED  A D VER T S  C L A S S IF IE D  A D V ER T S  
 

Greetings Cards  

 
 

Pam’s handmade cards for all occasions, in aid of Church funds, are available following 
all services.   
 

Orders are welcome for special occasions:  
Pam Davies - 05 53 91 19 90     briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 
 

 

I am a registered, fully insured, cleaner 
 

Available for temporary or permanent work and can do one-off 'pre-

opening' cleans for holiday rentals, clean up after your party or just a 
few hours as and when required. 
Commercial or domestic premises. 

 
I am based in the Charras / Montbron area, but I am 'cleaner can 

travel’.  
For a several hours in a day I would be willing to travel as far as Bertric 
Burrée. 

I can be contacted initially at radloulou@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Laura Connor  
Siret no 750803009 00018 under the Auto Entrepreneur scheme 

 

 
  

mailto:briandpam1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:radloulou@yahoo.co.uk
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ould you like to use a qualified & registered builder from 
your own congregation?   

 
ENTREPRISE SIMON GEGG - Laudibertie 

24410 FESTALEMPS  
Restoration & conversion of old stone buildings. 
 

Project management  
• Carpentry: wide board oak flooring; chestnut & pine floors; balconies; windows, 

doors & stairs supplied & fitted 
• Drylining; plastering; tiling; terracing 

• Roofing & General building 
• All masonry work including Pierre de taille, moellon, rendering & pierre 

apparante 

 
Tel: 0553 90 36 22 (7pm to 9pm) or email Simongegg@outlook.com  

 
SIRET: 4353639300011  DECENNALE Insurance  Registered for TVA 

 

 
 
 

 
 

ANN KNIGHT – Soft furnishings, curtains, upholstery  
Do you have an old but comfy chair or sofa  
that needs sprucing up? Need some new curtains?  

 
Why not ask Ann for a professional quotation? 

Call 05 45 98 22 17 
 

Siret Number 529 194 946 00016 

 

 
 
 
 

W 

mailto:simongegg@outlook.com
tel:194%20946%2000016

