
CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 
A WAY OF LIVING AND GIVING 

 
A Steward is a ‘person entrusted with 

management of another’s property’ 
(Concise Oxford Dictionary).  

Christians believe that they 
worship God in Trinity, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit.  God who 
created the universe and 
everything in it, and that includes 

us.  Indeed we are told that we have been 
‘made in his image’ (Genesis1, 26). 
 
God the Father sent His Son to be our 
Saviour, to die and rise again, who is the only 
Way, the only road back to God.  The church 
is the body of Christ here on earth, 

and we are entrusted with 
the management of the 
earth and all that lives 
on it.  Entrusted with 

the task of caring for 
God’s creation, and 

crucially, as Jesus 
commanded us ‘To love God 

with all that we have, body, mind and spirit, 
and our neighbours as ourselves’ (Mark 12, 
29-31) 
 
Jesus said ‘I am the way, the truth and the 
life’, (John 14,6)  As we follow Jesus, as we 
respond to the love and generosity of God, 
we are moving along the ‘Way’                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
that is Jesus.  Christianity is not a standing 
still faith.  We only need to remember what 
happened in the parable to the servant who 
buried the talent given him by his master, 
what happened to him because he was 
standing still, not moving forward. (Matthew 
25,14-30). 
 

 
 
 
We are on our journey of faith, but how can 
we measure our progress?  We 

don’t all carry a 
built in spiritual 

mileometer to keep 
track of our journey, 
no tachograph to 
measure the time that 
we spend moving, the 

time we spend standing 
still, as well as the time 

spent in spiritual reverse. 
 
 
So how can we measure our progress on our 
Spiritual journey, a journey bringing us ever 
closer to God.  Stewardship provides one way 
of doing this.  With it we can set up signposts 
along the way.  These may well not tell us 
how far we have to go, but a least they will 
tell us how far we have come. 
 
 
When we take on a job, be it old or new, one 

of the first things to do is to 
make sure that we have the 
right tools for the job.  It would 
be a problem cutting the centre 
court at Wimbledon with only a 
pair of delicate nail scissors. 

 
 
It is vital to understand that Stewardship is 
not wholly concerned with what goes into 
the plate on a Sunday.  This may be vitally 
important, but is only one aspect of 
Stewardship. 
 
 

 
 
 
Thinking of stewardship only in terms of 
money can look so large on our horizons that 
we forget two of the other aspects of 
stewardship. 

 
Have you thought about your stewardship of 
time or of skills?  How much time do we 
spend on working on our faith each year, 
each month, each week, each day?  Unless 
we allocate a realistic parcel of 

time for our faith, then all 
the other aspects of it 

stand a good chance of 
being forgotten. 
 
Our stewardship of 
time has a controlling 

effect on the rest of our 
Stewardship.  It is all too easy to fill up every 
second of everyday, being ‘busy’.  So busy 
that we don’t have time to ‘stand and stare’, 
so that we don’t have time and space to be 
quiet in the presence of God, through our 
Saviour. 
 
God does speak to us, but all too often we 
can be too busy to hear Him when he speaks.  
Even our prayer life can be just a long litany 
of things that we want done, with no time to 
be quiet, to empty our minds of the business 
of the day, to be quiet, to be at rest, to give 
God a chance to get a word in edgeways. 
 
Yes, we are all busy, busily working all the 
hours God gives us to maintain the hedonistic 
and materialistic life style that is so 
common.  Be realistic in your prayer life, 
practice it like everything else. 

 



 
 

Five minutes of inner 
peace and quiet can 
often achieve more than 
half an hour ceaselessly 
talking to God, sometimes 
even nagging him. 
 

 
Do we give God enough time 
every day?  Do we give our families enough 
time each day?  The starting point of a life of 
Stewardship has to be an honest assessment 
of our lives as they are today. 
 
This is not a request for a period of beating 
our breasts, but a plea for us to get our 
house in order before setting out along the 
Way that is Jesus.  We need to see that the 
rest of our lives are in order, that we do not 
spend so much time at work that our children 
become strangers to us, and we to them.  We 
need to learn the distinction between what 
we want and what we need. 
 
God needs us, he needs our hands, he needs 
our brains, he needs our skills to be used to 
bring forward the teachings and examples 
given us by Jesus and so many that have 
followed Him. 
 
It can be very hard to grasp the fact that 
what the neighbours think pales into 
insignificance compared to what God thinks, 
to what God is calling us to do. 
 
We are all called to be Stewards, to give 
back to God what he has so generously given 
each and every one of us. In a very real 
sense, we are all called to be partners in 
Gods family firm, whose only task is   

 
 
spreading the Good News to all those who 
know next to nothing about it.  We need to 
get this sorted out in our own lives before 
we tackle anything else, no matter how 
strongly we feel that God is calling us. 
 
 
As we travel together along the road of 
Stewardship, we will pass milestones, we 
will be able to look back at 

some of the fruits 
of our 
labours.  We 
must not be 
downcast if 
nothing 

seems to be 
happening, and least not as we had hoped 
that it might.  William Cowper had the 
answer to this when he wrote ‘God moves in 
a mysterious way, His wonders to perform.’  
Indeed he does. 
 
Active Stewardship can help us to:- 
 

 Decide our priorities 
 Set targets 
 Make progress 
 Measure results 

 
In both our personal and church lives. 
 
Once you have decided to set out on this 
journey then questions like ‘how much?’ 
become soluble. ‘It is better to give than to 
receive’ (Acts 20, 35) – and that is so very 
true. 
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The church, a living body, containing all the parts 
– 

It lives, it moves, it functions, and touches many 
hearts; 

When each part is committed to do the Saviour’s 
will, 

His members are united, His purpose they fulfil. 


